2 AUGUST 1973 15p 


AANTORP F2 - BRANDS HATCH - FORD GRAN TORINO 


AUTOSPORT 


Stewart makes history in tragic Grand Prix 


What the papers say: 


“Most impressive” (C.B.I. Review) 
“Driving the Sealance 35 


sa real experience” (Powerboat) 


“Mouthwatering” (Competition Car) 


andard attributes. Soft 
p V bull n and above all 
t with an all embracing quality of 


“I found the performance unbelievable” (Yachting and Boating) 


“Lamborghini del Mare !” (II tempo) pil ; 
“The ultimate” (Powerboat) that will satisfy the most discriminating 
Why 
partin 


factory sales de. 
d arrange a 


1 owners alike. 


and refi 
suit family touring 


sea passages. Sealance offers a very 


t form of powerful boating pl 
MerCru 
88 knot 

brid large 
aft cockpit and central heatin 


diesel powered, 


twin cabins, 


4/6 ber 
aft deck saloor 


trial and insp. 


tion anytime? With so 
it 


to try and 
talk about we'd very much like to hear 
but some of what YOU have to say 


LANCEK MARINE LIMITED 


BROADLANDS BOATYARD - OULTON BROAD - LOWESTOFT - SUFFOLK UK 
Tel: LOWESTOFT 63441 Telex: 975122 Cables: SEALANCE LOWESTOFT 


BRITAIN'S MOTOR SPORTING WEEKLY 


August 2 1973 Volume 52 No 5 


EDITORIAL 


2 Pit & Paddock 
7 All your weekend sport 
‘9 Mantorp : Jarier’s demonstration day_ 

12 Roger Williamson : = 

14 Zandvoort: Tragedy mars Stewart's 26th 

27 Purely Personal Tbe. 

29 Correspondence 


34 Gran Torino 


Anybody who saw the television film of Roger William: 
son's accident at Zandvoort last Sunday, whether he is 
a motor racing enthusiast or not, will have been 
shocked, horrified and disgusted. Those of us who are 
enthusiasts will also have felt a strong sense of shame. 

It is only too easy to examine the whole sorry tragedy 
in emotional terms, but it is not for auTosPorT to do 
that here, Instead we must look at why it happened, 
and decide what awful lessons can be learned. The full 
heat of international publicity has been focussed on 
the accident, and, although this may be a bad thing 
in all sorts of ways—particularly for Roger’s family and 
close friends, and also for the public's image of motor 
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wins at home 


David Purley slowly drives back to the pits, after his brave attempt to 
rescue Roger Williams 
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racing—it cannot fail to put the greatest possible 
pressure on those responsible for making motor racing 
safer. 

At the request of the GPDA the Zandvoort circuit 
authorities had spent a large sum of money on Armco 
barriers—and before the anti-Armco merchants rush 
into print, let it be said, on the authority of the one 
driver who watched the accident happen, that (a) had 
there been no Armco, the car would have been far 
more severely damaged, and (b) had the car hit the 
Armco slightly differently, it might not have turned 
over. As with seat belts, there may be some accidents 
for which Armco is not’ the right solution; but, again 
like seat belts, provided it is properly fitted, the evidence 
is that it is by far the best compromise yet found. 

But, while improving the circuit, Zandvoort all 
obviously failed to provide adequate fire fighting equip- 
ment and personnel. There were some marshals in 
asbestos suits : they were at other corners. The marshals 
who were nearest the scene were plainly inexperienced, 
or unwilling to accept the burden of responsibility which 
is part of the specialised job of marshalling. One is 
tempted to hope—as David Purley did in his sensible and 
unsensationalist comments on television on Monday— 
that the circumstances would have been different at a 
British circuit, because, we have more top-line marshals 
with better equipment, better training and a higher sense 
of responsibility. 

Boycott is a nasty word, and Jackie Stewart has been 
brave enough to shed a lot of his popularity by leading 
efforts to reduce the pointless dangers of motor racing 
—the ones involved after the car has left the road. But 
the drivers know, and you know and I know, that the 
safety equipment of some international circuits is still 
pathetically inadequate. If the CSI won't get it right, and 
the circuit owners and organisers won't get it right, only 
the drivers and constructors are left to force ‘some 
action and demand, not dramatically expensive equip- 
ment like helicopters or round-circuit piped extinguisher 
systems, but simply half a dozen working extinguishers 
every 150 yards with properly clothed, properly trained 
personnel who are prepared to get in there and operate 
them. If boycott action by drivers and teams is the only 
way that this simple necessity can be met, good luck to 
them. They will have autosPort’s support. 


Jackie Stewart working hard in the Elf Tyrrell at Zandvoort on his 
way to his record-breaking 26th Grand Prix victory. phote Peter Burn 


Pit and Paddock 
Zandvoort inquiry 


‘An inquiry is being urged in the 
Dutch. parliament regarding the 
horrible tragedy at Zandvoort on 
Sunday, which claimed the life 
of Roger Williamson, 

The circumstances of the 
accident were sadly portrayed in 
television and press coverage this 
week, and the immediate reac- 
tion was immense anger at the 
length of time before a fire 
extinguisher was brought to the 
‘Scene from the nearest fire point 
and the awful fact that no one 
could help David Purley in his 
efforts, as the inexperienced mar 


shals at the scene of the accident 
Were not_ wearing fire-proof 
clothing. Both points which 


British tracks cover at club meet. 
Ings and international events 

‘In addition to the above points, 
further strong protests have been 
voiced as to why the race was 
not stopped and the dreadfully 
Jong time before the fire engine 
reached the scene of the accident. 
The combination of the pathetic 
fire-fighting precautions immedi. 
ately the accident happened and 
the length of time before the 
fire engine arrived, are points 
which the organisers are at com- 
plete fault and which they have 
failed to ‘answer with thelr 
so-far scandalous remarks, 

The CSI chapter on criteria 
for circults emphasises this 
point, Tt clearly states. that: 

“Primarily, it must be re. 
membered that the decisive fac- 
tor in any fire-fight’ng operation 
is the personnel and the impor- 
tance of properly trained oper: 


tors cannot be over-emphasised. 

“Fire-fighting arrangements 
must fulfil two basic require- 
ments 


to reach the fire and 
rescue the driver within a di 
fined tim« 

“— to have adequate and ap- 
propriate means to completely 
extinguish the fire.” 

‘The chapter later relates that 
“ fire-fighters must have reached 
the scene of the incident and be 
capable of intervening with 
‘Adequate means to clear the 
cockpit of the car within 30 
seconds of the accident. A mobile 
appliance with the means to 


completely extinguish the fire 
must be on the scene not later 
than 30. seconds after the 
accident. 


‘The chapter also relates that 


“portable extinguishers, each 
with an operator, should be 
placed at 300 metre intervals 


along both sides of the track. 
These are the maximum intervals 
acceptable.” 


These CSI recommendations 
make it plainly apparent that the 
Zandvoort circuit did not comply 
with most of them with regards 
to an accident involving fire. The 
CSI will, one hopes, investigate 
this matter and bring out further 
regulations, making’ such items 
compulsory and the wearing of 
fireproof clothing by fire mar 
shals compulsory 


‘As well as the urging of an 
enquiry in the Dutch parliament, 
further questions were asked 
there as to why the race was 
not stopped and if motor racing 
receives a government subsidy in 
the Netherlands. If it does, the 
Questioning MP Dr Voogd asked 
the minister responsible for sport 
to consider whether this subsidy 
should be continued. 

In an interview with The Times 
on Tuesday, Jackie Stewart com- 
menting on why more drivers 
didn't stop at the accident said 

‘The drivers were not In a posi 
tlon to judge what was going on. 
People on the site were in the 
best position to decide. We had 
to go along with whatever they 
declded.” 

Finally, Denny Hulme, presi- 
dent of the GPDA, commented 
In the Daily Telegraph on Tues- 
day : “Unless something is done 
about fire-fighting at circuits to 
put the whole business on a pro- 
fessional footing, 1 don't want 
anything more to do with motor 
racing.” 

Further and immediate compul 
sary fire-fighting regulations are 
Urgently needed. The tragedy is 
that it bas cost the life of one 
of Britian's best-ever and most 
promising drivers, Roger William- 
Son, before better regulations are 
made, 


From the many thousands of 
entries for the Avtosrort 
Ladbrokes competition fore- 
casting the result of the John 
Player Grand Prix, only six 
predicted that Peter Revson 
would win. Of those six, two 
predicted that Ronnie Peterson 
would come second, and the 
winning entry was decided by 
the entry which predicted that 
Denny Hulme would finish in 
the first six. 

The winner therefore, ts 
Robert Burns of 38 Oldberry 
Road, Edgware, Middx. His 
prediction was: 1, Revson; 2, 
Peterson: 3, Cevert; 4, Lauda: 
5 Watson; 6 Hulme. 


Monza will 
close in ’78 


The Monza circuit is_to close 
down at the end of 1978, as the 
land is to be reclaimed by the 
Government for leisure purposes. 
Although the circuit has come 
under question since the number 
of fatal motorcycle accidents in 
recent months, this is not the 
cause for the’ circuit's closure, 
and it will remain open until the 
end of the 1978 season, which is 
when the current term of plan 
fing permission expires. How 
ever, ‘for. safety reasons the 
Ralian Grand Prix scheduled for 
September 9 at Monza is in 
doubt. 


The sixth round of the L & M 
F5000 series was held last Sun 
day at Elkart Lake. Victory this 
time went Britain's Brian 
Redman in_the Carl Haas/Jim 
Hall Lola T330. Jody Scheckter 
who won the previous four 


Brian Redman—F5000 win. 


edited by lan Phillips 


Redman wins L&M 


rounds, Redman having won the 
first, finished second, 1.5 s be- 
hind, in Sid Taylor's Trojan 101 
while Eppie Weitzes was third 
virtually” dead heating with 
Scheckter in'his Lola, 

The first heat was won by 
David Hobbs in the Carl Hogan 
Haggar Slacks Lola from Weitzes 
after Scheckter made a pit stop 
to feplace @ “punctured tyre 
which lost him ‘his 10 I 
tnd dropped ‘him to fourth. The 
Second heat was won quite easily 
by Brian Redman who started 
from pole position in the final. 

David Hobbs spun while second 
in the final on’ lap two which 
gave Redman a bit of an ad- 
Vantage. Scheckter, starting from 
the fourth row, worked his way 
up the field but once in second 


place had great difficulty in 
Shaking off the impressive 
Weitzes. Hobbs recovered to 
finish a distant fourth while 


Bobby Brown took fifth in the 
‘Anglo American Racing Chevron 
B24 on the last lap when Mark 
Donohue's Penske Lola-AMC ran 
out’ of petrol; Donohue wi 
eventually” classified sixth. 

Scheckter retains his lead in 
the championship and now has 
110 points to Redman's 70. 


Lyncar to build F1s? 


‘There seems a good chance that 
there will be another new manu- 
facturer in Formula 1 next year. 
Rumours have been gathering 
strength recently that Lyncar 
were in the process of building 
fan FI chassis. John Nicholson, 
the man responsible for rebuild- 
Ing all the McLaren DFVs and 
driver of the ultra-successful 
Formula Adantic car, told us on 
Monday that there was a ci 
on the drawing board and that 
they were definitely thinking on 
the lines of Fl 

It appears that there will not 
only ‘be one car for Nicholson 
himself to drive but maybe two 
others; they are at the moment 
talking to two teams already 
involved in FI about the pos 
sibilities of providing them with 
chassis for next year. Nicholson 
said that if they were com- 


missioned to build cars for any- 
one else it would increase the 
prospects of there belng a car 
for himself, 


Slater and. so. far 
been produced. John Nicholson 
had the first which he has used 
to good effect in Atlantic over 
the past two years. Last winter 
they did in fact build a DFV- 
engined car for David Good to 
use in the hillclimb champion. 
ship. If they were to build an 
Fl car next year it’ would be 
just a matter of @ new mono- 


‘aque being. built to the FI 

regulations and fuel capacity. 
‘A second FA car has been 

built and) raced by David 


Oxton. The car is currently for 
sale but if it is not bought Ox- 
ton Is likely to drive it for the 
rest of the season, 


No Hunt at Ring 


‘The Hesketh F1 March for James 
Hunt will be missing from this 
weekend's German GP. The rea- 
Sons for their withdrawal from 
the race are that the car is to 
undergo an extensive testing pro- 
gramme and that with Cosworth 
Still on holiday at Northampton, 
the team haven't enough engines 
to go to the Nurburgring, 


© Now that Andy Sutcliffe has 
moved in to the ranks of For- 
mula 2 with Mitford backing, his 
Formula 3 Elden was being tried 
‘out by American Ted Wentz at 
Brands Hatch last week. 


Heavens on top 


Roger Heavens won the first 
round in the Angola sports car 
series at Luanda last weekend 
Driving his Chevron B23, 
Heavens completed the 48 laps 
in 2h 0 m 00.1 s, which was 
just 7.7 s ahead of ‘Jose Uriarte 
driving Roy Johnson's Chevron 
B19. Also on the same lap was 
John Rowe's Chevron B19, which 
finished ahead of Emillio Marca’ 
Ford GT40, Nobillo Albercati's 
Lola 1212, Tony Birchenhough's 
Lola 7290 and tan Harrower/ 
James Bell in a Chevron B21. 
Heavens recorded the fastest lap 
in 2 m 21.04 s, 
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1974 G1 


‘The regulations for next year's 
Group 1 and. production sa 
car facing are expected to be 
announced in the next few 
Weeks, now that the SMMT have 
made thelr recommendations for 
the formula 


‘As was previously announced 
in these pages, next year's RAC 
national Touring Car’ Champion. 
‘ship will be run for Group 1 cars 
instead of Group 2, and the regu- 
ations used will’ be the FIA 
Appendix J, which permits the 
use of racing tyres. The permit 
ted cars are those homologated 
FIA Group 1 cars, but where the 
FIA regulations vary from the 
SMMT ‘recommendations for the 
RAC Touring Car Championship 
Is on the classes, 


regs proposals 


Capacity classes will be used 
for the big championship, and the 
SMMT have firmly recommended 


Plonship are: 1300 to 1600 cc 
1601 to 2500 ce and 2500 to 4000 
ce. These recommendations will 
now be presented to the RAC 


Competitions Committee for 
approval or otherwise. Twelve 
rounds are already scheduled for 
next year's RAC Group 1 Cham- 
plonship. 


The club version of Group 1— 
production saloon car racing— 
will continue in. similar format 
to this year's series. Classes will 
be by price with a percentage in 
crease in comparison with rising 
costs, but for next year it is 


proposed that there will be a 
maximum price limit, rumoured to 
be £3,000 total, which will again 
exclude most American cars and 
the larger BMWs, Road tyres will 
be used and the list of permitted 
cars will be those FIA. homolo: 
gated and that appear in the 
Autocar's Buyer's Guide 1974. 
Again, sponsored championships 
witl be run for the club produc 
tion saloon ear formula, 

Certain of the SMMT recom: 
mendations aren't going to be 
welcomed—particularly for those 
hoping to race American cars— 
but it would seem unlikely that 
these recommendations will be 
altered when the RAC Competi- 

ns Committee officially an. 
ounce them before the end of 
August 


South Africa 
to continue 
F1, F2, F5000 


A surprising turn of events has 
taken place in the South African 
motor scene. Although the 
country’s promoters, at their 
Annual conference on the 2ist 
dune put out a statement that 
they Were recommending to the 
National Competitions Committee 
Of the Automobile Association 
that the Formula for the next 
two years should be F5000 and F2 
combined, the National Competi 
tions Committee has decided 
that the present multi-formula, 
consisting of Formula 1, Formula 
5000 and Formula 2 will continue. 

The NCC in announcing this 
aid that it was.” complying ” 
with the wishes of the majority 
of promoters who had since the 
conference had a change of heart 
It certainly looks as though there 
has been a great deal of back 
door lobbying by owners and 
sponsors of Formula 1 cars but 
the Kyalami promoters, as well as 
those in Bulawayo and Natal, 
have indicated that they back the 
move. It seems surprising in view 
of the fact that both Kyalami and 
Roy Hesketh circuits had the 
smallest crowds ever for their 
last two National meetings 

Lucky Strike racing have indi 
cated that if the formula remains 
Unchanged they will buy another 
Formula 1 car for an up and 
coming South African, probably 
Nols Nieman. Charlton is also 
talking about buying the Eddie 
Pinto Brabham BT26 to run for 
another driver so there could be 
four or five fairly good Formula 
1 cars on the starting grids next 
year. One can only assume that 
the promoters are confident that 
this move ig the right one and that 
they can attract the crowds back 
to their circuits, to make motor 
racing profitable’ again. Time will 
tell 
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Ikuzawa quits Europe 


At Mantorp Park last weekend 
popular Japanese driver Tetsu 
Tkuzawa announced his retire- 
ment from European racing. 

Tetsu first came to Europe in 
1966 and started doing F3. First 
with a Brabham and then @ 
Lotus ‘he was one of the best 
drivers in the category especially 
in 1969 when he purchased the 
very first Lotus 59. ‘Throughout 
that year he won races in Britain 
and abroad being especially pro- 
minent in big slipstreamers. 

Tn 1970 he moved into F2 
with a Lotus 69 and scored a 
number of good. placings. 
In 1972 he switched cars to 
GRD maintaining his close ties 
with Mike Warner. He continued 
to race this car until his retire 
ment, this year being in an 
all Japanese team with Hiroshi 
Kazato. 

His retirement will be to con 
centrace on his Business inter- 
ests in Japan that vary from 
the Sigma Automotive company, 
whose sports car fitted with a 
Wankel rotary engine raced at 
Le Mans this year, to several 
Promotion and public relation 
‘companies. 

There have been many rumours 

@ litre Japanese engine 


th 


Tetsu Tkuzawa—going home. 


will be appearing in Europe and 
with the previous visite to Japan 
Warner, notably to 

is possible that the 
long-term association between 
Tkuzawa and. Warner will be 
continued in the future on fursher 
and far reaching business 
interests connected both with rac- 
ing car chassis and engine con 
Tetsu. will continue to race in 
Japan in the Fuji sports car 


Mosport USAC 


‘versus F5000 


is cancelled 


Mosport Park has cancelled its 
proposed USAC race that would 
have been held at the Canadian 
road circuit’ on August 5, Con- 
troversy has raged over the past 

ouple of weeks concerning the 
Sdmission of Formula 5000 cars 
into a race originally conceived 
to be just for cars fitting USAC 
specifications. 

USAC had feared that the 
F5000 machines would be supe- 
rior on a road circuit when facing 
the turbocharged —Offy-powered 
Indy-type cars. This fear seemed 
well founded in fact, However, 
most USAC cegular competitors 
did not want to enter the Mo: 
sport race as they did not wish 
the additional expense of build 
ing up one car just for the Cana- 
dian event, the only USAC round 
fon a road ‘circuit in 1973. Among 
those indicating that they would 
not attend were the Vels Par- 
nelli team of Andretti, Leonard 
and Al Unser, the Olsonite Eagle 
crew of Bobby Unser and the 
Gulf McLaren team, McLarens 
had originally scheduled a Mo- 
sport test day but cancelled out 
at the last minuy 

With less than half a dozen 
entries and the race tess than 
two weeks away it was decided 
on July 23 to open the event to 
5000 machinery. Both the track 
promoters and USAC saw this as 
the only choice to fulfil con: 
tractual commitments. However, 
only Andretti had indicated that 
he would race an F5000 car. En- 
quires had been received from 
Carl Haas and Sid Taylor about 
the possibility of running their 
F5000s in the event and it 
seemed chat this would come to 
pass. But track promoters 
thought again and decided that if 
they were advertising the race as 
“the Canadian Indy” there would 
be no point in running the event 
with less than the advertised 
Indy cast. Thus for another year 
the much talked-about USAC in- 
vasion of North American road 
racing has ended without ever 
beginning. 


BRIEFLY... 


© Contrary to recent reports the 
Austrian round of the 2-litre 
Sports car scheduled for the 
Osterreichring on September 16, 
will be held. The organisers did 
Originally think. that they would 
not be able to afford to run the 
event but have since found suf- 
ficient funds. 


© Top Radio 1 dise jockel Noel 
Edmonds, who earlier this year 
won the DJs Mexico at Brands 
Hatch, will be racing Mike 
Smith's Gl Escort in the pro- 
duction saloon race at Brands 
on August 12, the Radio Luxem- 
bourg meeting 


@ MRC will be running their two: 
week holiday to Antigua at the 
end of this year following the 
success of last year's venture. 
‘The holiday has been organised 
in conjunction with Antiguan F3 
driver Mike Tyrrell and is open 
to anybody connected with the 
sport, 


t year was £165 
all-inclusive and it is expected 
that there will be a 12% increase 
this year. Interested parties 
should contact Barry Bland at 
01-930 9546. 


© Further to our Road Test on 
the TVR 3000M in last week's 
issue, the headline was mislead- 
ing in stating chat the car was 
noisy. Apologies to all 


© The final round of the Lombard 
North Central Formula 3 Cham- 
pionship takes place at Brands 
Hatch on November 4, not No- 
vember 14th as stated in last 
week's issue, Organisers are the 
Maidstone & Mid-Kent MC. 

© Further to John Bolster's com- 
ments regarding the standard 
equipment’ of the Peugeot 104 
Gly 19th issue), 2 heated rea 
window is part of the original 
equipment on the UK models and 
is included in the price of £1194, 
@ Tiff Needell has a new mount 
instead of his Avrosrort com- 
petition-winning Lotus 69, which 
incidentally is for sale. Needell 
Is now driving a Scholar-powered 
Elden Mk 10. 
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Croft future 
in doubt 


‘The future of Croft Autodrome as 
a motor racing circuit is in doubt 
Although the directors of Croft 
‘Autodrome have not issued any 
details, they have made an appli 
cation for planning permission to 
build a hotel, shopping precinct 
and homes for 3,000 people on 
the 168-acre former RAF airfield 
and turn the circuit’ into an 
“executive village.”" 

Croft Rural Council have re 
ferred the application to the 
North Riding County Councit 
planning committee, but if the 
permission is granted then North. 
ern motor racing will suffer a 
major blow. In a local newspaper 
Interview, Bruce Ropner, chair 
man of the company, has refused 
to comment on the reason for 
the change from racing to a new 
village, and on how long racing 
will continue at the autodrome. 

Chris. Meek’s Titan Property 
Group have made a serious offer 
for the circuit. His was a sub- 

offer and Meek com: 
that “it came ag a 
surprise to the minority share 
holders. when the offer” was 
rejected, but of course, the rea: 
Sons are now obvious why they 
@id not accept.” The Titan Pro: 
perty Group's intentions were to 
Fetain the circuit but to con- 
siderably improve the amenities 
and leisure facilities. It seems 
there is still a chance of an 
agreement between Croft Auto- 
drome Ltd and Titan Property 
Group, and we certainly hope 
there will be for the future of 
racing at this northern circuit 


Fi battle at 
Nurburgring 


The FI circus moves to the 
Nurburgring this weekend for the 
German GP. With so little time 
since Zandvoort there will be 
no. significant changes to the 
entry except that Hesketh Rac- 
ing have decided not to go and 
there will of course be no works 
March. It looks as though 
Ferrari will also not be there 
again. which may mean that 
Jacky Ickx, a Marlboro sponsored 
driver, will drive one of Frank 
Williams’ 180 Mariboros. A 
spokesman for the team said on 
Tuesday. that no decision had 
been taken about the second 
driver but there were two pos 
sibilities. Rolf Stommelen, who 
has not driven in. Fl” since 
Eifelland pulled out last year, 


will be making his comeback 
inthe rebuilt Pagnossin 
Brabham BT42 

Following Jackie Stewart's 


win at Zandvoort he now has a 
int lead in the champion 
ship. table and” as an acknow- 
Tedged Ringmeister must be fav. 
ourite to increase his lead and 
chances of regaining the cham- 
pionship. Emerson. Fittipaldi 
Should be ft to drive his JPS 
‘and will be anxious for a good 
only to keep in touch 
Stewart and to try to retain 
je but also. to open out 
gap which has narrowed 
recently following his four suc 
cessive non-finishes, to team- 
mate Ronnie. Pelerson and 
Francois Cevert 
BBC-1 will be televising part 
of the ‘race during Sunday 
afternoon, 


James Hunt was presented by the Prix Rouge et Blanc Joseph Siffert 
‘at Zandvoort last weekend. He won the award by finishing fourth at 


‘Silverstone. Hi 
‘satisfaction written all over him. 


@ FF newcomer Rupert Keegan, 
who won two out of his first 
three races with a brand new 
Royale-Rowland RPIG will be 
sponsored by British Air Ferries 
which are based in Southend. A 
subsidiary of BAF is Trans Meri 
dian Airlines, the largest airline 
cargo firm in Europe, who trans- 
port racing teams all over the 
world at special charter rates 


4 


sponsor Lord Alexand 


ir Hesketh (left) watches with 


© Toyota have officially withdrawn 
their works Celicas from the 
European Touring Car Champlon- 
ship round scheduled for Zand- 
voort on August 5, in protest 
against the pathetic fire-fighting 
Precautions in connection with 
Roger Williamson's fatal acci- 
dent. Some doubt has been ex- 
Pressed as to whether the race is 
Still on. 


Silverstone’s 
Tourist Trophy 


This year’s Tourist Trophy at 
Silverstone—Britain's only round 
in the European Touring Car 
Champlonship—will be run in 
two 2-hour parts on Sunday, Sep- 
tember 23 for Group 2 cars in 
two classes, up to and over 2000 
ce. As the race also qualifies for 
the RAC British Touring Car 
Championship, there will be sub: 
divisions at 1000 cc and 1300 cc 
However, all cars competing in 
the race must qualify within 120 
per cent of the average time 
established ‘by the fastest three 
cars overall and. not in each 
class, and owing to recent inci- 
Gents the BRDC have stated that 
is will be rigorously enforced. 
Because of this, it has been di 
cided not to include a proposed 


Group 1 class, although any 
quick Group 1 cars which can 
get within the qualifying 

will be allowed to start 
Group 2 class 


Supporting races to the Tour 
ist Trophy are the final round in 
the JCB Historic Car Champion- 
ship and the penultimate round 
in the STP Formula Ford Cham: 
plonship. 


Roger's funeral 


Roger Williamson's funeral will 
be, at St Gabriel's Church, 
Leicester, on Friday, August 3, at 


2pm, and afterwards at Gilroes 
Crematorium. Flowers can be 
sent to Ginns  Gitteridge, 


Vaughan Way, Leicester. 


© As our Correspondence page 
closed early for press this week, 
we regret that we have been un: 
able to include any of the 
hundreds of letters received on 
Tuesday regarding Roger William- 
son's fatal accident 


© We regret to report that the Ox- 
ford Radcliffe Hospital misin- 
formed us last week regarding the 
state of health of Gavin Booth, 
who was involved in the saloon 
car accident at Silverstone at the 
John Player Grand meeting. Al- 
though recovering, Gavin is. still 
in Oxford Radcliffe Hospital, 
where he will be for some time 
Apologies to Gavin and his 
family. 


@ The CanAm round scheduled 
to take place at Michigan on Sep- 
tember "30 has been cancelled, 
this date now being taken over 
by the final round in the Formula 
5000 LAM Championship ai 
Seattle, Washington. 


© The Group 2 RAC British Tour 
ing Car Championship round 
schedufled for Ingliston on August 
19th is definitely on, with nearly 
£3,000 in prize money and travel- 
ling expenses. There will be one 
hour's practice and the race will 
be run in two heats and a final. 


Massimo Larini 


We regret to report that Massimo 
Larini' died last. Saturday from 
injuries sustained in the Spa 24 
Hours touring car race on July 
21/22, Larini's car went over the 
top of a guard rail and fell into 
a ravine, and he never regained 
consciousness in hospital at 
Liege. Larini, with co-driver Carlo 
Facetti, was leading the 2-litre 
class with thelr Autodelta 2-litre 
‘Alfa. Romeo GTAm G2 car when 
the accident occurred, 

Larini had been a’ member of 
the Autodelta Alfa team for eight 
years, being a leading driver in 
their 1300 GTA team when Alfa 
Romeo won the European Touring 
Car Championship. Larini, who 
was 31 years old, was married 
with two children and AUTO 
Sront offers its deepest sym: 
pathy to them, 


Schenken’s 
F5000 chance 


An unfortunate non-runner in 
the L-& M_F5000 Championship 
round at Elkart Lake last week- 
end was Tim Schenken. While in 
‘America for the Watkins Glen 
Sports car race Schenken 
arranged to drive a McRae for 
Fred Opert in some of this 
year's remaining races. The car 
was Graham McRae's 1972/3 
Tasman Championship winning 
chassis which had passed” into 
the hands of Gregg Young but 
had never appeared. 

‘A lot of work Was put into 
getting the car ready but when 
the engine was stripped it wi 
found that all the bearings had 
gone and that there was no way 
of getting another In time for 

‘Opert, who is American agent 
for Brabham and Tul, was at 
the Mantorp Park F2'race last 
weekend watching over Bertil 
Roos, the chief instructor at 
Operi's racing school at Pocono, 
who was driving a hired GRD in 
his first F2 event. Opert sald 
that he thought he would run 
the McRae at some stage this 
year if not for Schenken then 
for Roos, who is currently clean- 
ing up the US SuperVee series 

‘Opert is currently thinking 

song the lines of a works US 
Brabham F5000 team for next 
year with Carlos Reutemann and 
Wilson Fittipaldi as drivers. 
@ The BRSCC are arranging a 
meeting of production sports car 
‘competitors in the Garden Lounge 
of the Kensington Close Hotel, 
Wrights Lane, London, WS, at 
8 p.m. on Tuesday, 7th August. 

‘The purpose of this meeting 
will be to discuss the format of 
the STP Production Sports Car 
Championship vehicle regulations 
for 1974. Anybody who is interes- 
ted in the future of the formula 
will be welcome. 
© Bill McGovern's accident at 
Mallory Park on July 22 when 
his Moskvich hit the “bank at 
Gerards was caused by a. front 
nearside wheel hub breaking, 
causing the errant wheel to pass 
MoGovern in to the corner. 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
ENGINE TUNING 


GORDON SMITH exc 


ALWAYS AHEAD! 


ELECTRONIC BALANCING @ 


NEERING LTD 


@ CRANKSHAFT GRINDING @ CYLINDER REBORING 
@ FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING @ SURFAC! 


RINDING @ ENGINE 


RECONDITIONING @ LINE BORING FOR STEEL CAPS. @ TUFTRIDING 


@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 


PISTONS @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 


Bromsgrove Road, Halesowen, Birmingham 


Tel 


021-550 3211/2 


AUTO ENGINE SERVICES (HARROW) 


FOR A SPEEDY SERVICE ON CRANKS, RODS, CAMS, FOLLOWERS Etc 


ALSO FOR 
© psroas 
ROLLERS 
UFTRIDING @ SEALS 


7 PALMERSTON ROAD, WEALDSTONE, HARROW, MIDDLESEX 


PERFORMANCE + 


ENGINE CONVERSION 
SERVICING 
SPECIAL TUNING 
ACCESSORIES 


01-863 6660 


MINI COOPER SPECIALISTS 
Personal Service & Wide Experience combine 
to offer the ultimate in Mini Cooper Servicing 
& Tuning and Competition Preparation. 

Collection & Delivery Service available. 

We use Sun Diagnostic Tuning Equipment. 


LAVERS 
NEWALL 
RACING 


123/133 Larkhall Lane, London S.W. 
tel: 01-622-0550 


BALANCING 
CRANK 
GRINDING 


British Leyland Special 
Tuning Parts Stockists 
Stewart & Arden Lid, Unit 238 


TUFTRIDING 


ALL BLMC CARS 


THREE CCC 


162 STANFORD BROOK ARCHES 
LONDON, W6 
TEL : 061-741 0503, 


CRACK TEST 
SHOT PEEN 
SPECIALISED 
MACHINING 
UNDERTAKEN 
PISTONS 
BEARINGS 
GASKETS 


CAMSHAFTS, 
ETC. 


IT 2, TRUMPERS WAY, TRADING ESTATE, 
HANWELL, W7 2QA. Tel: 01-571 0911 


<—® VJ DEVELOPMENTS <2 


A comprehensive engine tuning and building service on all Ford based units 
Formula Ford, Formula 2 BDA, Group 2 BDA, Rally BDA, Formula Atlantic 
Blueprinted Group 1 

We have supplied the following with our engines. Doug Bassett FF champion 
ship winner 1972, Malcolm Patrick AVJ RS 1600, Geoff Churchill RS1600, 
Dave Roderick RS1600 and many others. 

Tecalemit fuel injection agents and specialists, Recaro seats agent 

Cranks. cams, flywheels, rods made to customer's specifications. Brake testing 
up to 475 bhp and 12,000 rpm. 


Pershore Trading Estate, Pershore, Worcester. 
Tel: 03865 3494. 
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Dellorto, Weber carbs and spares, Piper 
cams, engine building, boring, balancing, 
shot peening, polishing, etc. Grinding, 


crack detection, _ Hepolite-Vandervell 
stockists. 


SHAWSPEED PREPARATIONS LTD. 


Barrack Yard. High Street. 
Tarvin, Chester. 
Tel: Tarvin 40133, 


SILVERSTONE Sunday a 5 
RADIO LUXEMBOURG F500 
TROPHY MEETING / 1st Race 14.45 hrs 


Organised by the BRSCC (Midland Centre) 


40-lap European Formula 5000 Championship 
Race with all the top drivers competing— 
Lunger, van Lennep, Thompson, Dean, Pilette, 
Gethin, McRae, Rollinson, etc., plus races for 
Formula Ford, Special Saloons and Production 
Sports and Saloon Cars. 

Admission to Special Trackside Spectator Enclosures : Adult 


£1, children 30p. Grandstand Transfers : Adult 60p. children 30p. 
Paddock Transfers; Adult 60, children 30p. All parking free. 


You can’t run away 
from smelly feet! 


ie 


Slip a pair of Fresh-Sox into your shoes and 
forget about foot odour. Only Fresh-Sox 
have layers of activated carbon which absorb 
odour day after day. Feet are left fresh and 
sweet. Do your feet a favour—they deserve it ! 


Fresh-Sox 
simply stop foot odour 


GIVE YOURSELF 
STYLE 


DEVELOPED FROM OUR RANGE OF 
COMPETITION ALLOY WHEELS TO 
THE SAME STANDARD 


FEATURES Buc 
Bmw 
MAXIMUM STRENGTH + REVERSE CONE — BOND 
CHRYSLER 
DATSUN 
FIAT 
FORD 
mazoa 
— Lotus. 
FULL RANGE OF LANCIA 
COMPETITION WHEELS MITSUBISHI 
ALSO AVAILABLE OPEL 
ROOTES 
sIMcA 
TRIUMPH 
TOYOTA 
VAUXHALL 


ALLOY WHEELS 


Factory No. 12, Parsons Industrial Estate. Washington, 
Co. Durham. Telephone: 0632 463329 


FULLY MACHINED + HIGHLY POLISHED 
EASILY WIPED CLEAN 


For details of your nearest 
aceessory shop write to: 
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All your weekend sport 


THRUXTON 
Britain's only round in European 
GT Championship attracts top 
Porsche and Pantera entries 
excellent F3 historic 
entries. 

Porsche Carreras dominate the 
entry list for the European GT 
Championship race meeting at 
Thruxton, which is being en- 
thusiastically sponsored by Alcoa, 
Heading the Porsche Carrera lin 

up are German drivers Clemens 
Schickentanz and Georg Loos; 
Swiss drivers Paul Keller, Ber- 
nard Cheneviere, Claude ' Haldi 
and Jean-Pierre Pochon; Swedish 
drivers Bengt Ekberg, Roland 
Larsson and Kurt Simonsen and 
Italy's Ennio Bonomelli and 
France's Claude Ballot-Lena. 
Main opposition to the 17 Por- 
sches, are a quartet of de Tomaso 
Panteras driven by Giampiero 
Moretti, Mario Casoni, Max 
Oliver “and "Gero," and Pete 
Brown's JCB Ferrari Daytona. 


‘The Alcoa Gran Turismo rac 
starts at 3.15 pm on Sunday and 
fs over 40 laps. 

The Alcoa Formula 3 ra 
qualifying for the British Forward 
Trust and French Formula 3 
Championships, have attracted 
superb entries for the two 15 lap 
heats and the 20 lap final. The 
French contingent include the 
Martini drivers Jacques Laffite, 
Jean-Pierre Paoli, Bernard 
Beguin, Christian Ethuin, Alain 
Cudini, Jean Max and Bernard 
Chevanne; the Alpines of Michel 
Leclere and Alain Serpagg!, and 
Pierre Francois Rousselot’ 

1 enteric 
include Carlo Giorgio’s March, 
Glorglo Francia's Brabham BT4I 
‘and Paulo Bozzaetto’s March, 


‘There is an excellent turn-out 
of British-based competitors in- 
cluding Tony Brise, tan Taylor, 
Mo Harness, Masami Kuwashim 
Mike Wilds, Alan Jones, Johnny 
Gerber, Barrie Maskell, Bernard 
Vermilio, Buzz Buzaglo and Andy 
Sutcliffe, 

The JCB Historic Champion- 
ship makes its first ape 
Thruxton, and 
occasion, there is a 
entry headed by championship 
Tender Neil Corner in his 3-litre 
Grand Prix Aston Martin. John 
Roberts’ Lotus 16 will be doing 


its best to stop Corner's domina- 
tion, and other notable entries in- 
clude Alan Cottam and Cameron 
Millar in Maserati 250Fs; Charles 
Lucas and Colin Crabbe in 
Birdcage Maseratis; Paul Wel- 
don’s  Lister-Chevrolet,  Lister- 
Jaguars for Nick Faure, Richard 
Bond, John Harper and’ Anthony 
Hutton; Martin Morris’ D-type 
Jaguar, Hon Patrick Lindsay's 
ERA and a trio of Cooper- 
Bristols. 

‘Also included in this superb 
six-race programme, is an Alcoa 
special saloon race which should 
ste a good battle between the 
assorted Escorts of Brian Cutting, 
John Turner and Vince Wood- 
man, Gerry Marshall's Firenza 
and Tony Hazlewood's Daf-Rover 

Practice takes place on Satur- 
day from 9 am to 5.30 pm, and 
the six-race programme starts at 
1pm on. Sunday with the first 
Formula 3 heat. Thruxton is situ- 
ated near Andover on the A303. 
SILVERSTONE 
Fabulous Formula 5000 entry for 
40 lap race on Club circult—five 
supporting races 
There's a tremendous entry 
for this Sunday's Radio Luxem- 
bourg Trophy race—a qualifying 
round in the closely fought 
Formula 5000 Championshi 
Already times of under 50 s have 
been established in private test- 
ing, so watch for that outright 
record to take a battering. Lead- 
ing entries are Brett Lunger, 
Keith Holland, Bob Evans and 
Willle Green in Trojans; Peter 
Gethin, Steve Thompson, Teddy 
lette, Chris Craft. and Tony 
Dean in Chevron B24s; Gijs_van 
Lennep, Guy Edwards, Tom 
Belso, lan Ashley and Brendan 
Melnerney in Lolas; Brian Robin- 
son's McLaren M19, Damien 
Magee’s new Brabham, David 
yxton's Begg, Graham McRae’s 
McRae and debut appearances for 
Richard Knight (Kitchmac) and 
Pierre Soukry (Connew) 

‘Over 20 competitive cars for 
this 40 lap race, which should 
make for some ‘really exciting 
racing on the fast 1.64 mile club 
circuit. Practice for the F5000s 
takes place between 11.20 am 
and 12.50 pm and their race is 
the last on the programme, start- 


ing at 5 pm 

‘Opening the proceedings at 3pm, 
are two seven-lap Formula Ford 
heats for the 15 lap BOC Final 
Leading entries include Derek 
Lawrence, Donald. MacLeod, 
Richard Hawkins, John Crowe, 
Mike Taylor, Pete Ciark, Shephen 
South, Frank Hopper and Mike 
Young. The 10 lap MCD special 
saloon car round has attracted a 


Strong entry too, including Mick *| 


Mill's Boss Capri, Tony Strawson 
and John Elton in Ford Falcons, 
Tony Sugden's Escort TC, Pete 
Shelton’s 5-litre Cortina-GT40 and 
the rapid Minis of John Chappel, 
Geof! Wood and Brian Cox. 
Although a _non-championship 
race, the mixed production saloon 
‘and production sports race should 
provide lots of fun with entries 
including Tony Lanfranchi's 3: 
le BMW, Stuart Graham's 
Camaro, Chris Meek's de Tomaso 
Pantera, John de Stefano’s Por- 
sche Carrera, Malcolm Wayne and 
Julien Stock in Europas and John 
Handley’s Triumph TR6. 


MALLORY PARK 
Nine races are planned for this 
Sunday's championship race meet 
ing at Mallory Park, held on the 
I-mile club circuit. Three of the 
races are qualifying rounds in the 
Britax production saloon car 
championship, with the 
rt 
Selves, in which Richard Lloyd 
and Les Leston in Camaros co 
tend with the BMWs of Roger 
Bell and Tony Lanfranchi, the 3- 
litre Capris of Gordon’ Spice, 
Tony Shaw and John Brindley and 
the Alfas of John Handley and 
Stan Clark. Bernard Unett's 
Hunter and Tim Stock’s Firenza 
head the £1050 to £1500 race, 
while the remaining classes have 
their own race, which should be 
won by Dutton’s Escort Sport. 
The ShellSport clubman's for: 
mula championship classes have 
a race for each class with most 
of the top names in that formula 
scheduled to appear, while a 
further clubman's formula race is 
also billed and in the Castrol 
MN Sports GT race John Jor 
dan’s McLaren is favourite. Two 
Formula Ford races complete the 
programme, which starts at 230 
pm after morning practice, 


SNETTERTON 
The 750 MC's seven-race pro- 
‘gramme at Snetterton this Sunday 
caters for the clubmen, with races 
for 750, 


clude Robin Smyth, Mike Street, 
Fergus Tait, Mike Taylor, Trevor 
Searratt, Dennis Nott and Robert 
Joubert 

First race starts at 2.30 pm. 
LYDDEN 
This Sunday's eight-race _pro- 
gramme at Lydden features races 
for FV, FF, Mini 7, clubmen's, 
saloons’ and modsports, Famili 
names in the entry list include 
John Homewood, Glyn Swift, Bob 
Jarvis, Bruce Venn, lan Phillips, 
Herb ‘Moger, Colin Folwell and 
Dave Bettinson 

First race starts at 2.45 pm, 
GREAT AUCLUM 
Following their trip to the Chan- 
nel Islands, the RAC  Hillelimb 
Championship competitors travel 
to Great Auclim, Burghfield Com- 
mon (exit no il on Ma) this 
Saturday for the next round in 
the championship, which is still 
led by Mike MacDowel. The 
course is only 440 yards long, but 
is very tricky and from the 2.30 
start, plenty of entertainment is 
assured. 


INTERNATIONAL DIARY 


"USA (Tramsam) 


ip SF Via ER 


Hglong, (ar 


CATCHPOLE 
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Jean-Pierre Jarier was not feeling too well tai 


MANTORP PARK 


Sunday but scored his customary easy win. 


Jean-Pierre Jarier’s 


F2 demonstration day 


Story and pictures by IAN PHILLIPS 


Jean-Plerre Jarier was 
under the weather with stomach 
Mareb in both heat 


in the master of F2 at Mantorp Park last Sunday. Despite feeling 
trouble he 
to further extend his commanding lead of the European Championship. 


took fairly comfortable wins with the STP 


‘Second overall was Jochen Mass in the works Matchbox Surtees who was shadowed for the 


whole event by John Wi 


Watson were bebind Patrick Depailler in the 


son having his first outing in the works Chevron B25. Both Mas 


and 
heat by a wrong tyre decision by the 


Frenchman for heat two cost him second or third overall. Tom Pryce drove particularly well 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Yet again a clash with other major champion 


ship events spoilt the F2 entry list. At 
Mantorp, however, there were other problems 
as well; the organisers are not terribly 


Wealthy and cannot afford any graded drivers 
who are not Swedish, which accounted for 

Teast three good runners. Also the circuit 
only starts 20 cars so for those that have 
little chance of qualifying the long haul is 
not worthwhile. 

If the race had not clashed with the Dutch 
GP the entry would have contained certain 
prominent members of the GPDA and if they 
had seen the track they would have thrown 
a major wobbly. Colin Vandervell summed 
it up perfectly: “It's a joke.” The surface 
itself was okay but the siting and safety 
precautions would have done credit to a 
special stage in some rally or other. On the 
majority of the corners you had a choice 
of either falling off a precipice or visiting the 
woods (which, being Sweden contained many 
Surprises!). There were some attempts at 
safety fencing but they seemed to date back 
before the Ark. They stood maybe three feet 
high in grass four feet high. Also concealed 
beneath the foliage were lots of sawn off 


Titan Properties Motul and was rewarded with fifth overal 


‘and his first 


rre Jaussaud was sixth. 


tree stumps; thus even if the car was not 
going fast enough to make the woods it would 
damage itself comprehensively on the stumps. 
Reine Wisell was asked who had authorised 
the permit for the track and suddenly found 
he did not speak English any more. 

‘The majority of the teams arrived very 
early on in the week and except for GRD 
having one full day exclusively, cars could 
pound round all day long if they’ wished. The 
lap record stood to Peter Gethin at 1 m 25.2 s. 
In the unofficial sessions Reine Wisell did so 
many laps that he virtually wore a groove in 
the track and only bettered the record by 
0.1 s. Jean-Pierre Jarier in about a dozen laps 
bettered it by a second. 

‘The official practice started on Saturday 
morning at the ungodly hour of 8 am, followed 
by two further sessions during the morning 

nd early afternoon. When the times were 
announced for the first session most people 
had their best laugh for weeks. The quickest 
people were credited with lap times at least 
One second quicker than they had done and 
even then it was not consistent with the order 
they should have been in. Eventually the 
organisers backed down and issued a fresh 
set which still gave one false time, but this 
was the pole position as nobody could get 
near it during the rest of the day. After 


Jarier and Jochen Mass had been given 
revised times Patrick Depailler in the John 
Coombs run Elf 2-Hart was the fastest ‘man 
with a credited 1 m 22.8 s, The quickest 
anybody saw on the pit board was 23.4 

which would probably have been the best 
time anyway. However with the 22.8 s still 
standing Depailler did not bother with the 
second session as it was quite plain nobody 
would beat it. He did go out in the final 
session to scrub some tyres and after two 
laps disaster hit the Frenchman yet again, 
Coming round a fast left hander the Elf spun 
and left the track on the outside, After cro 
sing the rubble pavement he went across the 
grass and backwards into the woods. Many 
Saplings copped their lor while the car ws 

badly beaten up by the tree trunks and rocks, 
Luckily Depailler was okay but the car looked 
rather a mess. Happily however the space- 
frame chassis stood up to it remarkably well 
but the steering arm was snapped, a rear 
Upright and the rear body badly bashed and 
so on. Spares were something of a problem 
and had to be flown in specially from France. 


Much overnight hard work ‘the car 
together for the race. The Elf team along 
with all other Goodyear contracted wor! 


teams were running 25 in profile rear tyres 
for the first time. Opinions varied as to how 
much advantage they gave, some said a whole 
second, others nothing. The big problem with 
them though was that they scrubbed very 
quickly and no one was really sure if they 
Would last the race distance. 

Jean-Pierre Jarier in the works STP March: 
BMW was second quickest on 1 m 23.6 s 
which was his revised time in the first session. 
Initially they gave him a 22.2 s. The cham- 
pionship leader had in fact three cars to 
choose from, his own, Beltoise’s and Stuc 
neither of them able to turn up. There were 
talks of Reine Wisell hiring one having made 
up his mind not to go quickly in the Pierre 
Robert GRD but Robin Herd was not inter- 
ested. Jarier in fact only drove his usual 
chassis and Beltoise's and with the big Good- 
years on his own car did 23.6 s in the first 
Session, He expected to get down to 23.0 5 
but unaccountable reasons prevented him 
even equalling his times later and he reverted 
to the smaller tyres for the race. He had a 
slight misfire at one time but the car was 
handling perfectly and braking well but he 
was unable to go any quicker. He remained 
favourite to win as everyone remembered that 
in 1971 he was the only person at Mantorp 
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who could stay with the then king of 
Ronnie Peterson and so he had got quite a 
reputation to live up to, He did a 24.1 5 in 
Beltoise’s car which would have given him 
the same grid position. 


On the same time was John Watson in the 
works Chevron-Hart B25. John had been 
loaned to Derek Bennet’s outfit in the absence 
of any sort of Brabham being available, this 
being his first F2 outing since Mallory. The 
Irishman did not drive it at all until official 
practice but after settling down in the car 
he was easily quickest in the second session 
doing 1 m 23.6 s. The B25 has undergone 
quite a lot of development in Derek Bennet's 
hands recently and really looked good. Addi- 
tional spoilers on the sides of the monocoque, 
almost creating a skirt, were used although 
whether these made any difference or not 
was the subject of some doubt in the team 


However, as the car was obviously no worse 
with them on they stayed. 
Bob Wollek, surely the hardest trier in F2. 


was next up on 24.2 s with the Motul-Rondei 
Motul Mi. Following the July 1 FIA homolo- 
gation meeting he was able to use the Alan 
Smith FVD which has been lying around 
redundant since the Pau ban. He too had the 
big Goodyears and was reaily running well. 
In the final session however he blew the FVD 
anda BDG was substituted for the race. It 
was a rather disappointed Jochen Mass who 
was fifth fastest in the Matchbox Surtees-Fina- 
Hart TS15. He only managed a 24.5 s after 
trying really hard. The team, looked after by 
Pat Surtees on this occasion as John Wickham 
was stricken with mumps, were unable to find 
any sollution to the problem which seemed 
to centre round a lack of down force. AS 
Jochen sald "It cannot be the tyres now as 
John Watson uses Firestone too.” A slightly 
different profile nose was used on Jochen's 
car, a new chassis following Monza (TS18-11), 
but this did not prove anything. 


Jean-Pierre Jaboullle in the second Elf-Hart 
was just 0.1 s bebind on 24,6 s set in the first 
session before he blew his engine. Another 
Frenchman, Jean-Pierre Jaussaud, was next 
on 24.7 5 in his Motul-Rondel Motul MI. This 


was fitted with a brand new development 
Racing Services engine and for the first time 
this year Jaussaud seemed to be really in 


the groove during practice and showing some 
of the form which nearly brought him the 
championship Inst year. Colin Vandervell’s 
March-BMW was full of troubles throughout 
the weekend. After Brian Lewis and his men 
had made the long haul up from Misano 
they were faced with a great deal of work 
‘on both the cars they were running. In the 
first session after just two laps Vandervell’s 
engine started to pour out smoke. A faulty 
pressure relief valve was diagnosed and 
Fectified for the second session ‘which went 
relatively smoothly although after trying as 
hard as he could Colin could get no quicker 
than 24.9's, In the final session he did just 
a few inps before the water pump started 
to leak which ended the day. No spare engine 
‘was left for him, although there was thought 
to be one in Stockholm which could not be 
obtained in time. There was no alternative but 
to drill the leak and plug it with a screw and 
hope for the best.  Vandervell, like other 
Goodyear shod privateers, was not given any 
of the big tyres. 


Torsten Palm, deputising for the second 
time this year in the Matchbox-Surtees team 
was ninth fastest on 25,3 s in the TS.5-Hart 
He handled the car quite capably although 
the first gear left hander before the pits gave 
him some problems ; he was sliding it through 
deautifully on most laps but sometimes got 
too ambitious and spun. His first two sessions 
were spoilt by clutch troubles. Behind him 
was a rather disappointing Jacques Coulon in 
the Antar sponsored March-BMW. He blew his 
engine in the biggest way in the second 
session and so took the team's only spare. 
His best time was 25.4 s, his progress being 
delayed by his refusal to acknowledge pit 
signals calling him in for adjustments. On 
the same time was Tetsu Ikuzawa in the 
Team Nippon GRD-BDG. Tetsu was having his 
last race before retiring from racing in Europe 
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and seemed determined to go well. As usual 
he did little practice, missing the final session 
together but was constantly improving 
saying he could easily get into the 24s mark 
Tetsu's performance made local hero Reine 
Wisell look rather second rate in the number 
one Pierre Robert GRD-FVD. Reine only did 
25.5 s constantly moaning about engines and 
everything else. It would seem that unless 
he really puts his mind to his racing he will 
no longer he able to live on the reputation 
as a hard done by former Lotus mumber two 
FI driver. In the final session he had a new 
development Racing Services engine fitted 
which Jim Beech-Allen reckoned was the best 
they had ever done, but still the Swede was 
not satisfied. Bill Gubelmann continued to 
show improvement with his March-BMW and 
after much tidy lappery got down to 25.6 s 
with little drama. Tom Pryce only did the 
first session in the Chris Meek Titan 
Properties works run Motul-FVD MI. (which 

a brand new chassis) getting down to 
5 with ease. He missed the second session 
while waiting for the big tyres and after only 


for most of the race w 
low) in the works Chevron. 


aoe 
Watson (bs 


re Jochen 
Mass took second 
¢ championship, and Watson third, his first points of t 


three laps of the last period the clutch faited 
altogether, so his grid position was rather 
false. Hiroshi Kazato had a brand new GRD 

chassis in Team Nippon colours fitted with 
a Schnitzer BMW engine. The engine fitted 
the car with no trouble although its extra 25 
kg weight upset the balance rather. He did all 
the unofficial practice with a cooking engine 


before fitting what was supposed to be a 
flyer, However, it was no better and he was 
struggling to get down to 258 s which he 


would have done easily in the Ford powered 
car which although present was never seen 
in official practice. Sten Gunnarsson in the 
second Pierre Robert GRD had a nasty moment 
in the second session when a stub axle broke 
putting him slowly off the track causing no 
Gamage. He worked hard in the last period 
reducing his time to 26.2 s 

F2 newcomer was local man Bertil Roos 
in the DART GRD-Hart, This car was also 
making its first racing appearance having had 
a chequered career in private testing. The car 
had actually been hired by Fred Opert, the 
American Brabham agent, for whom Roos is 


Mass (above) in the works Surtees and John 
jerall to maintain his second place 


Tom Pryce gets the Chris Meek, Titan Properties Motul well tweaked on his way to an exe 


the Pierre Robert GRDs were out within three laps of the 


chief driving instructor and works Super Vee 
driver. Roos turned up at the circuit during 
unofficial practice and claimed that he did 
not need the extra practice time as he would 
have no trouble in handling the car. When his 
sponsor arrived he started to be * professional 
doing three very slow laps before having = 
ko. However 'n the first session he managed to 
fet his brakes so hot that the pads melted 
the tarmac when taken out and the discs and 
calipers had to be replaced. After getting 
down to a very respectable 26.5 s in the last 
session he claimed that the brakes were not 
good enough for him and so the biggest twin 
Pot calipers available were fitted 

Picko Troberg hired out the third Pierre 
Robert GRD to F3 man Gunnar Nordstrom to 
have his first F2 race. Although looking a little 
hairy he kept it all together to do a 27.5 s. 
Silvio Maser arrived very late with his 
Marlboro sponsored Surtees TS10/15-BDG 
and did very few laps. His engine constantl 
gave trouble and all he could manage was 
278 s. 

Jo Vonlanthen came up from Switzerland 
also in his GRD-Smith but never looked like 
being anywhere but on the back row 

Manfred Schurti arrived with the works run 
interim Royale RP19/20 for bis second F2 
outing. After recording 27.7 s early on he 
lost it coming out of a fairly quick right 
hander and he went charging off backwards 
into the boonies, The tree stumps made a 
mess of the underside of the monocoque and 
one corner which meant that he was unable 
to practise any more during the day. Com. 
pleting the list was Brendan Mcinerney in 
his GRS run GRD-Racing Services in 28.1 
After being stranded on the circuit with a 


10 


broken distributor on Friday he suddenly 
found the revs which had been missing all 
year but with the repaired engine he just 
could not get going any quicker on Saturday 
land called it a day after the first two sessions. 
Both Schurti and McInerney were relegated 
to the substitutes bench as only 20 cars ‘were 
allowed to start 

Roland Salamon brought his March-BMW. 


along but blew it up in official practice and 
HEAT 1 

There was a shorn’ unofficial session on 
unday morning which contained I'ttle drama 

except for Depailler and Wisell both blowing 


their engines The Coombs team fitted another 
Hart engine while the Pierre Robert outfit 
had to borrow an Alan Smith updated Hart 
from Chevron to fit in Reine's car. The engine 
was fitted in time but the metering unit 
Sprang a leak and after being pushed straight 
on to the grid without doing a warm up lap 
the GRD was pushed straight off again as 
the mechanics could not stem the flow of 
petrol 

Thus it was 19 cars which left the 3-2-3 
grid at the flag fall (first reserve Schurti was 
hot allowed out for some mysterious reason). 

The pack negotiated the first left hander 
safely but with Depailler leading them round 
the long right hander the dust started to fly 
and cars went in most directions. Mass and 
Jarier went round the corner side by side but 
as it tightened up Jochen was forced to take 
to the dirt The resultant dust cloud made 
it very difficult for those following and in the 
chaos Wollek received a bang which bent a 


all 


top link, Palm dropped way back, Gunnarsson 
broke a wheel and upright and Kazato stopped 
dead with the throttle slides jammed. 

Up the long straight it was Depailler from 
Jarier, Jaussaud, Watson and the rest. How: 
‘ever Jarier, who was feeling under the weather 
after feasting on some disagreeable Swedish 
food, was in a determined mood and by the 
time the field arrived at the first gear left 
hander before the pits he had the STP March 
in the lead. Depailler followed chased hard by 
Watson, Jabouille, Mass, Jaussaud, Wollek, 
Coton,” Vanderveli, Roos, Nordstrom, Pryce, 
Tkuzawa, Gubelmann, Moser, Palm and 
Vonlanthen. Gunnarsson drove very slowly 
round to retire while Kazato did not get going 
for four laps and was then disqualified for 
receiving outside assistance on the track 
although he did continue the race. 

Although out in front Jarier was unable 
to pull clear of Depailler, who was under 
great pressure from Watson and Mass, the 
Intter having demoted Jabouille on lap’ two. 
Coulon was trying his hardest to keep up 
with Jabouille's Elf, locking brakes all over 
the place while Wollek in turn tried every 
way to get past Coulon 

‘On lap seven Jarier established about a 
3.8 gap to Depailler, whose rebuilt Elf was 
handling rather badly. Watson and Mass 
however were starting to have an attack of 
the Firestone disease and after their heroic 
attempts to keep up they started to drop back 
rapidly so that by lap 10 there was a fairly 
wide margin between first and second and 
second and third. Watson's third place also 
looked to be in jeopardy as Mass got wound 
up. However the Irishman seemed to have the 
measure of the Surtees until at the end of the 
tenth lap he slid wide coming on to the pit 
straight which took him briefly on to the dirt 
and allowed Mass to come up the inside and 
outdrag him to the next corner. 

Jabouille’s hopes of a good placing dis- 
appeared on lap eight when the oil pressure 
zeroed and he coasted into the pits for good. 
This elevated Coulon to sixth ; but having 
been freed of Motul pressure when Wollek 
pitted on lap eight to have a punctured tyre 
replaced, he soon had Pryce looming large in 
his mirrors, the Welshman driving very 
quickly and’ impressively. A short way back 
Vandervell and Jaussaud were getting at it 
in a big way. Vandervell in fact had not 
expected his car to get round the warming up 
lap let alone 10 in the race but a Paul Owens 
Inspired tweak of putting a matchstick in the 
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Jacques Coulon's March-BMW leads Jean-Pierre Jabouilie’s EU. 


top of the header tank to de-pressurise the 
system meant that the engine held its water 
and he could drive normally. Catching them 
rapidly was Palm, who had been caught up 
in the first corner nonsense, Well behind him 
Were the dicing GRDs of Tkuzawa and Roos, 
the third Pierre Robert car of Nordstrom 
having retired on lap three with a blown 
engine. Moser and Vonlanthen brought up the 
rear well spaced and a long way behind 
Moser in fact only lasted until lap 11 when o 
driveshaft broke. 

From the time Mass took Watson at the 
start of lap 11 the first four places remained 
static right to the end. Jarier ran out as 
winner by 4.7 s and felt no healthier for his 
victory. Depailler had handling trouble 
throughout and on a number of occasions he 
hhad to use all the road and more to get round 
corners; he was also concerned at the water 
temperature reading just over 100 degrees, 

Mass and Watson were never very far apart 
and in fact Watson closed right up on the 
TS1S’s tail at one point but was unable to 
make any further impression finally finishing 
3 in 

Pryce spent 15 laps sitting behind Coulon 
showing remarkable patience as he was so 
much quicker under braking and through the 
corners but could not quite match the BMW 
down the straight. His virtue was rewarded on 
lap 26 however and as soon as he got past 
he pulled out very quickly even reducing the 
gap to Watson slightly. Coulon, once Pryce 
went away, fell Into the clutches of Vander- 
vell and Jaussaud. Neither of the two preten- 
ders to sixth place were able to complete the 
final a 
tances 
showing ended in a minor disaster. Having 
caught Jaussaud he over-did his rally style 
cornering bit. on the corner before the pits 
ind spun on lap 14. Although he did not lose 
place he dropped way back and on the 
Penultimate lap he lost it coming on to the 
main straight and damaged a corner enough 
to keep him out for the rest of the day. This 
elevated Gubelmann’s ill-handling March-BMW 
to ninth, one lap behind, just ahead of Roos 
who dropped back with a slipping clutch 
towards the end. Tkuzawa’s best race for a 
Jong time was ruined when a bolt in the wing 
stay fell out and he had to stop to have it 
rectified losing two laps. Vonlanthen plodded 
‘on to finish three Iaps down just ahead of the 
grossly oversteering Wollek who went straight 
fon at the final corner on the last lap and 
stalled before being pushed back into the 
Face, easily last, Kazato continued to the end 
but ‘the throttle slides were sticking inter- 
mittently and he took things gently. 
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HEAT 2 


All the first heat finishers plus Moser and 
Gunnersson started the second race, which 
was way behind schedule. Jarier made no 
mistake at the start from pole position and 
he led up the straight from Mass, Depailler, 
Watson, Pryce, Roos, Coulon and the rest. At 
the end of the first lap it was inevitably 
Jarier in front with a very determined Mass 
Riving chase. Watson passed Depailler who 
led Pryce, Coulon, Wollek, Roos, 
Jaussaud, tkuzawa, Gubelmann, Gunnarsson, 
Vonlanthen, Moser and Kazato who. limped 
Straight tothe pits with the throttle slides 
still sticking. 

Jarier’s job looked as though it was going 
to be harder this time as Mass and Watson 
stayed right with him in the opening laps as 
Depailler’ fell farther and farther back in 
fourth place, rapidly losing his nine second 
advantage from the first heat. As in the first 
heat the Firestone shod Mass and Watson 
started to lose ground after about eight laps 

ing Jarier to go ahead as he pleased. The 
jurtees and the Chevron were very evenly 
matched though, all running the same equip- 
ment, and there was nothing to choose 
between them. 

Right with Depailler was Pryce who again 
looked as though he was being held up. 
Depailler’s problem was that he had changed 
to a harder compound tvre in an effort. to 
cure the handling problems but it just gave 
him less traction and consequently he just 
could not keep up. 

It took Pryce until lap 14 to pass Depailler, 
having really turned the taps on in the previ- 
ous laps. As with Coulon in the first heat 
‘once he got through he was away. A fair way 
behind Depailler was Jaussaud while Wollek, 
having changed his rear tyres from the first 
heat was now in gross understeering trouble 
and falling away quickly from his team-mate. 
Tkuzawa was eighth ahead of Gubelmann, 
Vonlanthen and Roos. The latter pitted on lap 
5 when the airbox started to fall off and split 
a fuel pipe. After the stop he drove well and 
Showed some definite promise. 

Early retirements were the March-BMWs of 
Coulon and Vandervell. Coulon, when the pick 
up points on the flywheel failed on lap two 
and Vandervell on the same lap with a broken 
gearlever—the engine surprisingly still in one 
Piece. Moser retired from the penultimate 
place on lap six with a detached gear linkage. 

‘As in the first heat the second half was a 
trifle dull. Jarier pounded round relentlessly 
and never looked like missing out on his fifth 


win of the year; the final margin this time 
being 7.5 s. Mass drew away from Watson a 
shade in the last half dozen laps, when Jochen 
craftily spun Ikuzawa round between them and 
finally finished 1.9 s in front. Both drive 

were sufficiently far ahead of Depailler to 
take second and third overall respective! 

Pryce drove yet another fine race in the Moti 
to take an easy fourth place and score his 
first ever championship points with fifth 
overall. Depaillet’s handling problem became 
more and more accute as the race went on 
and during the last 12 laps Jaussaud started 

‘him in at half a second a lap. For the 
ight laps they were nose to tail but it 

‘not until the very last corner that 
saud made his biggest bid. But despite 
braking as late as was possible, locking up 
and poking his nose inside, the unruffled 
Depailler held him off. 

Wollek’s understeer problem cut his lap 
times by about two seconds and he could 
do nothing but just keep going in a lonely 
seventh place. Ikuzawa ended his last race in 
Europe eighth in the heat and overall having 
Jost a lot of ground when Mass nudged him 
from behind and spun him while lapping him 
round the final corner. Gubelmann was two 
laps down having great gear change problems 
while Roos was the final finisher three lay 
down after his pit stop. 


The tragic accident at Zandvoort last Sunday 
which claimed the life of Roger Williamson 
not only robs motor racing of one its most 
exciting new stars but also one of the friend 
Hest and popular characters of recent years. 
Roger was one of those people with an insati 
able appetite for living life to the full, always 
enjoying himself and sharing his happiness 
with all those around him. 

Motor racing was really his whole life— 
the only times I ever found him irritable was 
when he had to sit at home at weekends with 
no cars to drive or watch or talk about. As a 
driver he was on his way to the ultimate 
goal—world champion. It was his perform 
ances in Formula 3 in 1971 and 1972 which 
made his name. During this time he scored 
well over 30 outright wins but it was not the 
number of successes which made him so 
popular, it was the way he went about achiev- 
ing them. His familair pose in the car with 
hands gripped tightly over the top of the 
steering wheel and head bowed right forward, 
his eyes overflowing with determination to be 
first; all this spelt out so clearly to everyone 
watching, his single mindedness to win. His 
driving became compulsive watching for me, 
the sheer impudence of some of his mano 
euvres, especially in F3, were a delight and 
the crowds loved him for it. Even in Monaco 
in 1972 when he was chasing the French in 
the wet the crowd were cn their feet willing 
him on—he finally crashed in that race and 
his failure to win there was probably his 
biggest disappointment in racing. 

‘Roger Williamson was born on Febtuary 
2, 1948 in Leicester. His parents owned and 
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ran a garage in the town, North End Motors, 
nd with encouragement from his father, him 
self a former speedway rider, he very’ soon 
learnt that things with wheels were what life 
was. all abou! 

His first taste of competition came at the 
age of 11 in cycle speedway events but, he 
recalled in an interview a couple of years 
ago “I was never very good at it because my 
legs were too small, 

He very soon graduated to karting and in 
the three years he spent with karts he was 
twice runner up and once British Champion. 

Tt was in 1968 that he first drove cars on 
the cireuits. With backing from the family 
garage he purchased an 850 Mini. In that 
year he did 18 races and won 14 of them 
The following season though was a disaster. 
Roger decided he wanted to try his hand at 
single seaters and so an ex-Bev Bond Cooper 
‘T72 was acquired. But after a couple of out 
ings ‘the car was destroyed by fire in the 
garage when an improperly placed welding 
torch sent it up in flames as a new engine was 
being installed. Towards the end of 1969 he 
purchased a 1650 cc Anglia which was to be 
modified for the following year. The Anglia 
re-appeared fully lightened and fitted with 
the Holbay engine from the Cooper. With it 
he first came to national prominence by win- 
ning the Hepolite Glacier Championship. In 
fact during 1970 he was only beaten once and 
that was after being pushed off 

He decided that for 1971 he would have 
something bigger. His obvicus line of thought 
was a G2 car but this was tco expensive. So 
he and his father visited the Racing Car Show 


to look around and see if they could find 
‘something they could afford, When they went 
home to Leicester they had ordered a brand 
new F3 March and one Holbay engine. Roger's 
first race with the car was at his home circuit 
(and incidentally one he grew to dislike) 
Mallory Park, supporting the F2 race. After 
James Hunt was disqualified he won the race, 
which only boasted two finishers, He took to 
F3 immediately and always finished well up 
in the results, Seasoned F3 men put’ it down 
to lack of competition because the grids for 
the new formula were thin, but as the grids 
got bigger so Roger became even more com: 
petitive. He was almost embarrassed by his 
Success and I remember well an incident at 
Snetterton very early that year when after 
finishing second to Colin Vandervell, another 
top F3 driver whom he had beaten into second 
place got very indignant about this newcomer 
from the saloon world who drove his car 
sideways round the corners, and he wanted to 
exchange blows, Roger apologised but said it 
was the only way he knew how to drive and 
would be willing to learn otherwise if neces- 
sary, 

The team was being run on a shoestring 
until he had the fortune to be introduced to 
Leicester building magnate Tom Wheatcroft at 
Monaco. Wheatcroft having been impressed 
with Roger's driving in the heat inquired as 
to why he was not fitting a fresh engine for 
the final, Roger replied that he had not got a 
seare and Tom told him to order one and 
Charge it to his account, That almost casual 
encounter developed rapidly into one of the 
happiest and successful racing partnerships 
the sport has known, Tom, a life long lover 
and benefactor of the sport, did not intend to 
go to any meetings but Roger plied him with 
tickets and almost had to drag him along. After 
‘a couple of races the bond was solid. Tom 
became Roger's biggest fan and from then on 
provided whatever he needed to go racing 
successfully. 1971 was the year of Dave 
Walker in F3 but Walker was already well 
known; the man they were all talking about 
was Williamson, who in his first year clinched 
the Lombank “Championship and finished 
second in the others. His greatest race was 
when he became the first man that year to 
best Walker in a straight fight at Oulton 

rk. His efforts were rewarded with the top 
nwewood award of 1971 and BP Superman 
of the Year honour. 

Despite many tempting offers Roger and 
Tom decided to stay in F3 in 1972 and to 
doa limited number of F2 races, The year 
started out badly with a March 723. which 
during the early part of the year was uncom: 
petitive, Roger scon got to hate the car and 
in Apri Wheatcroft Racing acquired a GRD 
from the recently formed Norfolk company. 
In his first race with the car at Silverstone 
during the Daily Express International Roger 
ulverised the opposition in a manner never 
seen before in F3 at Silverstone, He broke 
from the whole field on the second lap and 
nobody saw him again. From that meeting 
onwards Roger was Formula 3, scoring win 
‘after win and finishing with the Shell Super 
Oil and Forward Trust, Championships. 

He did a number of F2 events with a March 
which Wheateroft bought but engine unreli- 
ability meant that he was never able to finish 
a race; when he was running he was 
fully competitive. He was not awestruck by 
big names in F2—he wanted to eat them for 
breakfast. 

‘At the end of the year naturally offers 
came pouring in again. He proved he could 
handle power by racing the Kitchmac F5000 
on. two occasions and. staggering everyone 
with his handling of the car. He drove an Fi 
car, a BRM, for the first time at Silverstone in 
November. Yet again he proved his outstand- 
ing natural ability by being the first person 
ever to break the 1 m 17 = barrier round the 
GP circuit. Everyone expected him to sign 
with a team to do Fl but he decided to stay 
with Wheatcroft and attack the F2 champion- 
Ship with a GRD to gain more experience; the 
plan was to take in a number of Fl events 
Guring the year before doing it full time in 
1974. He also turned down an offer to join 
the Gulf Mirage sports car team. 
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‘As things turned out there was no way 
that he cr anybody else could win the F2 
championship without a March-BMW. Niggl 
ing prcblems with the engines in the GRD 
cost him several good placings. At Thruxton 
he was on pole position for his heat which 
he won despite a spin; he was leading the 
final until a flat tyre cost him a lap. At the 
Nurburgring he was moving up the field rapid 
ly in the wet when a spark box failed when 
he was sixth; at Pau he was in third place dic 
ing for the lead when the spark box went 
again; the same trouble occurred at Nivelles 
when he was in the group dicing for third 
place. By this time Roger was getting a little 
Gespendent: he was driving probably harder 
fand better than at any stage in his career 
and yet was getting no results, So at Nivelles 
Wheatcroft ordered a March-BMW because “I 
just want to see Roger win an F2 race this 
year and this is the only way.” 


In 1970 Williamson won the 
The smart red and white car appeared first 
at Rouen, Roger was simply walking away 
from the field in his heat’ when the engine 
failed, His next race was at Monza where 
he scored his first F2 win and drove one of 
his best ever races. After arriving at the 
circuit straight. from a non-stop overnight 
drive from BMW In Munich, he jumped into 
the car and in his first three flying laps ever 
round Monza he was third fastest. In the second 
‘session he claimed pole position with ease. 
He won the first heat easily and then was 
pushed off on the first corner of the second 
Restarting last he carved his way through the 
fleld took the lead, spun, took the lead again 
fand again won comfortably. In that race and 
on a number of occasions in F3 when coming 
through the field Roger was at his greatest; 
when In that determined frame of mind he 
was unbeatable, Sadly he was only to do one 
more F2 race, Misano, which he dominated 
again only to be robbed by an electrical 
failure. 

He made his long awaited GP debut at 
Silverstone in the works STP March which 
Wheatcroft hired for two races. Unfortunately 
he was eliminated in the second lap pile up 
and then came the Zandvoort tragedy. 

As well as Tom Wheatcroft's support Roger 
was always accompanied by his father to 
meetings and in the early days it was he and 
his close friend Eric Hassell. who prepared 
Roger's cars with never failing enthusiasm. 
Their greatest feat was the complete rebuild of 
the March 713 at Silverstone in 1971 after it 
had been totally destroyed in practice. They 
and Roger worked all night and built up a 
whole new car which a very bleary eyed Roger 
worked up to sixth place in the race—his 
first ever on the GP circuit. That was the sort 
of support and enthusiasm that Roger 

fed around himself at all times. 

did. not change Roger at all 
Id always make time to speak to people 
and sign autographs, When he was not racing 
or testing he worked in the family gai 
‘and until early this year continued to live at 
home, He had many friends in Leicester 
who followed him round the circuits of this 
country and abroad whenever they could, 


Williamson's most successful car—his F3 GRD in 19 


Roger's last win was at Monza March-BMW (above), Roger and Tom Wheateroft 
after one of the many wins 


His transporter was always an open house 
to his many friends and I shall always be 
grateful for his generosity and hospitality 
Roger himself was always shy of accepting 
things from others, even from Tom, I remem- 
ber ‘well at Rouen in 1972 when a demon 
new tyre became available and Tom told 
Roger to get some, but he refused as he had 
not worn the older tyres out and did not want 
to waste Tom's money, 

Roger was one of my best friends and 
writing this has been difficult for many rea 
Sons, the main one being the inadequacy of 
Words to describe how one ceally felt about 
him. All that can be really sald is that his 
death leaves a big gap in the sport and that 
our deepest sympathy goes to his parents, 
Tom Wheatcroft and all his other relations 
and countless friends who share this enormous 
loss, 


IAN PHILLIPS 
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Tragedy mars Jackie 
Stewart’s 26th victory 


By PETE LYONS Pictures by PETER BURN 
Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


ickie Stewart's record-setting Grand Prix victory was one he'll not want to remember. It came 
under @ pall of smoke from a fiery crash which killed Roger Williamson when, on the eighth 
lap, some sort of susper larch into a guardrail on the out- 

launching ramp, throwing the 
car into the air and back across the road where it stopped upside down and burning. David 
Purley, who had been close behind but otherwise uninvolved, stopped at the scene and single- 
handedly tried to rescue the young driver but a lack of marshals’ assistance and lack of 


adequate timely firefighting made Ita futile effort, The fire blazed up very 


‘and burned for many minutes. 


ig after a slow 


‘The race in the opinion of several drivers should have been stopped, for smoke and 


drove a clean brisk race into a fine third place. 


World Championship/ 
round 10 


CIRCUIT 


On Thursday lines were still being Tald under 
ground, and even on Friday fencing was still 
being erected in the paddock, but with an 
‘obvious will to succeed the Zandvoort authori- 
ties had completed an enormous quantity of 
work and the facelifted seaside circuit was 
ready as promised. From a driver's point of 
view the major alterations involved the racing 
surface, which was all new, smoother than 
before, wider in places—and properly seasoned 
for several weeks before being used. Halfway 
round the back was a new comer, the 
“Panorama-bocht," a slow right-hander’ with 
a wider left-hand exit. The chief advantage 
of this was the braking zone before, which 
although rather short and narrow. did offer 
with the existing long pits straight a second 
chance of overtaking on this overwise very 
winding course. (Obviously, too, from the 
idjoining sand dunes the spectators had a 
good view of a new attraction, a point to 
which every circuit owner in these days of 
increasing financial pressure must give 
thought.) 

‘A surprising number of Zandvoort’s hilly 
swoops are taken flat by a properly tuned Fi 
car, so that discounting the twisty bit sur. 
rounding the paddock area and the new comer, 
there are only two fast turns of real signifi: 
cance : the blind, plunging “ Scheiviak ™ in the 
outback, and the dipping “ Pullevelt " which 
is very important because of the run out from 
it on to the long straight. Any decent car and 
driver should be able to get through the slow 
sections quickly, so that with only two 
“superman” turns in the entire lap one can 
‘expect rather close lap times down the field. 

‘The altered lap pattern did eliminate the 
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frightening practice crash which wrote off his 


ired because of suffering the effects of 
fect. Neither McLaren was competitive and Hulme’s blew up, but James Hunt 


y blanked out vision at the scene, but it continued. Even by that 


Peterson from the pole had already 


relevance of the existing practice record, 
which was 120.9 mph (ickx in 1971 at 1m 
17.42 s); it would be interesting to see if two 
years’ worth of development in chassis, tyres 
‘and aerodynamics as well as the new track 
Surface Itself would make up for the slowing 
effect of the new comer. 

Nobody was thinking of 120 mph on Friday, 
such a speed even looked dicey on the straight 
One didn’t see cars so much as tall, long 
plumes of boiling spumy spray, plus a fleeting 
Rlimpse of little red lights shining bravely 
through. Zandvoort is supposed to be a 
resort but nobody said the sea had 
the resort! That is to say. Friday was wet. 
A chill wind from the north was forcing 
heading down the straight, driving rain hard 
into the open-ended pits, making this motor 
racing lark a misery. for mechanics as they 
fitted up rain tyres and cranked up wing angles, 
screwed back brake balances and, in some 

disconnected anti-roll bar 
sin fact, such a 
the GPDA left his driving suit in its bag and 
strolled around with his driving hands stuck 
firmly in his pockets! 

It turned out he was right, the nex 
was dry, so that Friday's practice se: 
were a phenomenon outside the general story 
of the weekend. (Rather fun to watch, though 
—has it ever occurred to the people who want 
to slow down modern cornering speeds that 
the answer is simply to hose down the cir- 
cuits?) Because of the very wet 1971 race 
here, when Firestone's rain tyre was absurdly 
superior to Mr Goodyear's, everyone was 
interested to compare speeds this time under 
similar conditions. Avrosrort’s _ well-worn 
stopwatch stationed itself at the “ Hunzerug " 
hairpin behind the pits and, by timing different 
cars through a segment of the corner chosen 
to give more pure cornering then either brak- 
ing or acceleration, endeavoured to find out if 
one brand was beiter in a lateral sense than 
the other. The answer, briefly, seemed to be 
no. Almost every driver was able to record 
a time between marks of 4.5 s. A time of 46 = 
looked slow by comparison, and. curiously 
‘Stewart was unable to go quicker than 4.7 
during the period sampled (a time which was 
repeated often enough that it wasn't a twitch 
of the finger operating the watch.) On one 
lap Beltoise did 4.4 s; this may have been a 
twitch of the finger, or a lap when his car 
was on the single pair of very effective front 
Firestones which all three BRM drivers used 
in turn. For the rest, though, in the rain (as the 
next day during the dry) there seemed to be 


nothing in it between the two brands In the 
middle of a slow corner. That the best times 
‘of the day were done by Firestone drivers— 
Lauda was quickest, more than half a second 
better the best Goodyear man who was 
Peterson—indicates that there was a differ- 
ence, though, and that it probably was in 
those special fronts. 

‘The day was quite spectacular enough with 
all the spraying. and sliding and wheelspin- 
ing, but there were a few drivers who 
offered diverting sideshows. Stewart pulled 
up abruptly opposite the pits, fire extinguisher 
mist billowing from the cockpit of his train- 
ing car—the system had gone off by itself. 
Reutemann spread oil on the track just before 
the mid-session break from a leaking rear seal; 
he took over the training Brabham and soon 
that too began leaking from its rear seal 
Meanwhile Wilson F. had a bad misfire at 
anything over 8000 rpm, so the Ecclestone 
men had three engine changes facing them 
that evening in the rain and wind. Both Foll- 
mer and von Opel did not get to drive at al 
because on starting up from cold both their 
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Stewart on his way to his record-breaking 
26th win followed by team-mate Cevert who 
finished second. 


big belts " broke. Emerson F. was not driv. 
ing (because of a puncture) at the one critical 
period of the afternoon when it stopped rain. 
ing for a little while and fast times were 
possible, Peterson's "best in class” was bri 
Mant, but an honourable mention has to go to 
‘Amon, whose third best time of the day was 
the first good thing a Tecno has ever done. 

It was a day which only rabid enthusiasts 
could enjoy; several drivers appeared quite 
cheerful, at ieast after having taken the plunge 

Rone out to drive, but the most 
Hunt. He kept saying 
having. His own team 
think, and the BRM team said they agreed, 
that the Hesketh March was actually second 
fastest of the day with a time credited to 
Regazzoni, although they elected not to make 
an issue of it. So happy was James’ smile, 
finally, that “the T. M. refused to let me go 
Out any more. He hates to see anyone enjoy: 
ing themselves.” 
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Pace leads Cevert in the early stages chased by 


ENTRY AND PRACTICE 
‘Thanks to the weather, then, there was actu. 
ally only one day of practice in the 
accustomed sense, and race preparation had 
eked Into a pair of 1) hour sessions. 
began sunny, but became overcast 
and cool later on; a gloomy murk formed on 


the northern horizon and moved down, creat 
ing @ sense of urgency in everyone struggling 
for a fast time, but it did In fact remain dry 
There was always a moderate headwind along 
the main straight 

Silverstone winners-and-losers Yardley 
McLarens had started virtaally from scratch to 
build a replacement M23; on the Wednesday 
after the previous race it had been a set of 
panels still being riveted to bulkheads, but 
on Saturday before the next it was a finished, 
painted race car ready to be used—without 
Riving any trouble—by both drivers. None of 
the three was different from before, none gave 
any cause for delay during practice—even the 
ratios in Hulme's were right. His best speed 
was in the first session, when he was second 
fastest to Stewart by a very small margin 
In the afternoon he concentrated on running. 
in the new car and was the only driver 
(besides ‘Williamson whose clutch broke) not 
to Improve. Revson's gears were a little wrong. 
and his car was slow in the slow tums (the 
Stopwatch showed it) compared to the T-car, 
Which had different suspension settings ; these 
Were transferred to his own car for race day. 

Elf Tyrrells were again running the spare 
car in Lotus-copy fo: ough t0 alter front 
aerodynamics and sel nose 
had been bobbed and a added 


Hunt, Hulm mann. 
Stewart practised this version extensivel 
was not quick in it. His own regular race 
and that of Cevert were as before and running 
Well, Francois achieving a better time and 
grid placing than in several recent events. The 
two Tyrrells were obviously making up else- 
where on the circuit what they were losing 
in the middies of the slowest turns. 

John Player's Team Lotus had fitted much 
bigger engine airscoops, but that was the only 
mechanical alteration. The original scheme wa 

‘make fullest use of the four cars by ke 
Ing two in reserve for the German round only 
one week away; hence the two newer models 
were prepared for the ‘Ring and left in 
the garage in town. The one concession to 


but 


thelr "spare" status was that they were 
fitted with Zandvoort gear ratios, and that 
proved its worth during the Saturday lunch 


break. Just before the end of first practice on 
that day, as Fittipaldi and Peterson in that 
order were thrashing around hard close to 
gether, Emerson felt-a warning vibration and 
Slacked off as he hurled down into “ Pulle: 
velt.” Halfway through the glued centre of the 
loft front wheel broke free, and the JPS went 
traight off the outside Inio the guardrail. It 
ruck with the left front corner so hard that 
the footbox was crushed by the inboard brake 
disc on to the driver's feet, trapping him. 
Peterson was too close behind to stop, but 
the next man along was Hailwood; Mike and 
a ‘Tyrrell ‘mechanic, (who happened to be on 
the scene to attend to Cevert's stopped car) 
used a length of pipe to pry the steering 
colin away and free Emerson's foot. It 
could easily have been a much worse crash 
than it was, and in fact 72/5 was written off, 
but the Champion after examination by the 


Peterson about to lap Follmer just after the scene of the accident. 
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On May 30th 
Gordon Johncock gave KLG 
Plugs alittle road test. 


For years we've been making KLG plugs the 
hard durable plug that makes your car so much 
more dependable. But every so often we 
give them a little test 

We figure, that if they stand up to our 
test, they will stand up to anything you can 
give them 

Gordon Johncock took KLG plugs on 
alittle drive on May 30th. He finished up 
by winning the Indy 500 at 155m.p.h. 

KLG—the plug that lasts, to 
come in first. 


ARMSTRONG 


DUTCH 
GRAND PRIX 
1ST 
TYRRELL-FORD 
JACKIE STEWART 


Subject to official 


ARMSTRONG SHOCK 
ABSORBERS WERE 
FIRST OVER THE LINE 
ARMSTRONG 


ARMSTRONG PATENTS CO. LIMITED 
Melton. Yorkshire HU14 3HY 
Telephone 0482 633311 Telex 52164 
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James Hunt drove another sensational race in the Hesketh March to finish third; here he 


Teads Denny Hulme. 


GP Medical Unit took pain-killing medication closest to challenging, and in fact he pipped 
Revson by a hundredth to 
row. The 


and climbed into 72/7, which had hurriedly 
been brought out from town. This he drove 
round smoothly to qualify for a grid place 

Ronnie meanwhile was holding up the side 
with his pole position. His engine was gradu 
ally’ going duff, down 400 revs by the end, 
tnd he also had a. problem setting up his 

trying to chose a balance between 
understeer through the banked “ Tarzan " loop 
fand oversteer in the two slow tums. As he 
tried to sort this out his handling of the car 
was rather raggedly spectacular, but what 
Stirred up the most fuss amongst rival teams 
was the tyres he used to earn his pole pos 
tion, 

Goodyears had obviously no perfect idea 
what the new, untried surface needed in the 
way of compounds, so they brought along 
several possibilities. One of them was tried 
by Stewart, Hulme and Fittipaldi in the morn- 
ing session and it proved to be significantly 
quicker—" about point seven of a second” 
was the general impression—but the techni 
cians found the rubber was “graining” and 
withdrew all sets. However, late in the day 
the JPS team manager went back to the tyre 
men, invoked a clause in his contract with 
his drivers pertaining to equal equipment, and 
came away with a set for Peterson. It was 
these he used for setting his pole (118.9 mph), 
half a second exactly faster than Stewart's 
best of the session on harder rubber. From 
Ronnie's point of view it seemed fair to have 
a chance on the same tyres that the others 

id used, but the others were distinctly upset 
about when he used them. "We should have 
taken a knife to them ourselves,” grumbled 

‘Once again it was three teams at the top, 
with the others straggling a bit lower on the 
grid. As usual, it was Reutemann who came 
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ct on to the second 
Brabham transporter  disporged 
in raceready trim, all ited. with 
Wing tweaks at both ends, (although Carlos 
lone had. the ultra-curved * Indy ® wing) and 
Bigger sirboxes. On the second day the three 
eniines behaved themselves, although one 
Broke an exhaust pipe. The drivers didn’t like 
thelr’ handling ‘much, andthe BT42s looked 
dificult to get into the turns 
‘The ‘Shadow crews had between them four 
chassis this time, a brand new one from the 
works. coming 0 give, the UOP team’ the 
first spare of avery tumultuous year. This 
had significantly revived rear suspension with 
two ‘trailing’ links "per side, instead of the 
Sriginal one, one theory being that. perhaps 
the older pattern ‘was “somehow letting the 
whole assembly" wind up and release The 
ew ‘car had done a few very slow laps. in 
England before coming, but never did get out 
on the track in Holland. Otherwise the two 
‘works cars both had. the revised. single-rod 
Beometry seen at Silverstone, and the opinion 
Sf the drivers was that this was indeed an 
improvement. Extensive. wind tunnel tests at 
MIRA’ had led to. the removal of the engine 
Tot of other 
at haven't had. time to make up 
the bits yet") to improve alrflow to the rear 
wings. Ail this was evidence of a team begin: 
hing to catch a second breath, ‘and the grid 
placement showed real improvement. Follmer 
fost all of the morning session when, on his 
first lap, his brakes locked on firmly due to a 
feized ‘master cylinder, and inthe afternoon 
his handling felt “ike on marbles.” But Oliver 
was driving extremely hard and rewarding all 
the effort of everyone involved. with amen: 
Couraging place on the fourth row" 
‘The Embassy version appeared in consider- 


ably modified guise, chief tweak being the re- 
moval of most of the air channelling around 
the side radiators to improve cooling—which 
seemed to work. Other fettling had been done, 
which continued to carry the car further and 
further away from the works specification, and 
Hill was especially pleased to find that for the 
first time he went through all of practice 
without any mechanical failures. 

‘The Marlboro BRMs had been slightly 
tweaked about the suspensions, and Regaz~ 
Zoni's engine was wearing a new bigger air- 
box. Lauda's speed of the day before dis- 
appeared in an electrical problem which spoilt 
his Saturday morning and a comprehensive 
blow-up which ruined his afternoon, Amon was 
trying both Tecno chassis, the new Goral one 
somewhat gingerly as it was doing only its 
Second day of testing. His speed in the wet 
Gisappeared in the dry, for as always the flat- 
12 was troublesome and also there was a rear 
suspension problem at one point 

The pair of Surtees-Finas which arrived 
after yeoman rebuilding efforts had been 
given some anti-drive at the front, which 

jee found an improvement. He too had an 
exhaust pipe break, which spoilt the engine 
performance, but turned in a time second 

in the Firestone-using category. 
wood, though, had a terrible 
practice, hardly getting a time at all because 
OF an obscure electrical disturbance as well 
's seized brakes. That followed an oll leak, 
and preceded 


s0 1 kept on driving around ‘until 1 found a 
fire engine.” All this ruined any chance of 
earning a grid place, but the other entrants 
‘greed to let Mike start from the back any- 
way. 

"The Iso-Marlboros had new chisel noses to 
mate up the aerodynamics better with the 
Side-radiators, and both chassis were on the 
farrow-track rear suspen 
‘river for the second car was Dutchman van 
Lennep, whose second-ever Fi drive this was. 
He was complimentary about the cai 
it was “nice”—a bit of a contrast to wi 
last guest driver thought, His oll pressure 
went ‘away right at the end of practice, but 
Otherwise both cars had little In the way of 
mechanical trouble all day. Ganley reported 
the main trouble was in getting the power 
down on to the road. 

‘Von ‘Opel with the Ensign looked quicker 
and more confident than one might expect 
from a driver who has had so few hours in 
the cockpit recently, and his final time was 
impressive. The two Marches of Williamson 
‘and Purley were brand new but running well; 
Onset of clutch slip spoilt the last efforts of 
the Wheatcroft driver, while the Lec man 
fooked fast. In the slower corners but his 
fap times as a whole didn't reflect it. Beuttler 
in the Stockbroker car had a plague of elec- 
tric fuel pump trouble. Hunt in the one 731 


Lord Hesketh and team keep an eye on 
Hunt's progres 


Tyrrell-Ford win the 1973 Dutch G.P 


Jackie Stewart 
breaks the worldyrecord with 
his 26th G.P. win. 


equally powerful engines. 
The winner had Lockheed a well. 


Like all the other competito: 
had an engine developing around 41 


the winner 
) bhp. 

And, for all the s other competito and 8 out 
of 10 British c a Borg & Beck clutch was 
chosen to cope wi ith all this power. 

On its own, then, the engine power wasn’t 
enough to give the that much of an edge 
over the rest of the pack. 

And one of the contributo: 
helped widen the gap was the fact that, this one 
was fitted with Lockheed bral 

Brakes that can bring it to a stan 
100 mph in around three and a half s 


Which, in all probabilit Lockheed 


includes the car you drive. 
Whether you 
around a race track. 
Or whether you useittogo “y' 
around the corner. 


aP Lockheed Brakes 


Fit them and se 


that has been a standout so far this year was 
again going excellently, setting best Firestone 
Ume and very nearly reaching the time of 
Reutemann and Revson. 

If one studied practice times and did a bit 
of juggling, allowing for variables of tyres, 
mechanical troubles, and crashes, one arrived 
at the opinion that the front half dozen or 
more drivers on the grid would be lapping 

© together in the race, and we might 


well have another keenly exciting multi-car 
battle asin the past three Grands Prix 
Fittipaldi far down the grid might not join in, 


because of his painful feet and, inadequately 
sorted replacement car. Peterson's extra-quick 
Practice speed may have been due to tyres but 
his engine had been off-song at the same time, 
$0 what he might be able to do in the race 


Was a question, but certainly the two Tyrrells 
and the two McLarens should get into a grand 
scrap. 


‘The pre-race untimed practice was unusu- 


Emerson Fittipaldi's wrecked Lotus after his practice shunt 


only 20 minutes 
then a couple of teams had 
A crack was 

in the Ensign’s chassis at a 
and as there was no 


found thelr way 
found developing 
rear suspension pickup. 
way to weld it up safely with the fuel bags in 
the tub von Opel had to withdraw. Then, dur 
Ing @ preliminary race, the Spa-winning BMW 
came into the pits 
and attacked the pair of UOP Shadows, which 
there awaiting 
their own chance to race! There was damage, 


fen suspension 


paldi’s left foot was OK, but his 
giving trouble and he 
he would probably not go far in the race. 


jd his manager that 


the weather 
brighter by race time at 230 pm 


still an overcast, the air was cool 


Fourth and fifth placed Peter Revson and Jean-Pierre Beltoise lead Carlos Pace ; Pace held third place in the early stag 


AUTOSPORT, AUGUST 2, 1973 


northerly breeze continued, but it looked like 
staying dry. One by one 23 starters did their 
single reconnaissance lap, and then formed up 
for the normal dummy grid procedure. There 
seemed a somewhat longer pause at the line 
than usual, but at last smoke burst up and 
they all 


was away, with Stewart slotting in behind 
and Pace running around the outside from his 
third row place to slip into third place from 
Cevert. Hunt was fifth and holding off Hulme 
—so much for learned pre-race data studying! 
This looked like being interesting! 

‘At “Hunzerug” on the first lap there was 
f traffic queue Which brought Lauda to a halt 
and Ganley into the back of him; the BRM 
continued with a dent in the oll tank but 
the Iso had to stop at the end of the lap for 
repairs to its new nose. On the second lap 
Fittipaldi was slowing noticeably, and at the 
end of it he stopped and retired, saying he 
couldn't move his right foot fast enough to 
Grive properly. By this time Oliver had his 
throttles jam at" Hunzerug,” which sent him 
with wheels locked into the rail, and 
Beuttler was stopping on the circuit with an 
ignition fault. 

For a couple of laps Stewart stayed with 
Peterson, but the JPS was going especially 
well on full tanks, while the Tyrrell’s brakes 
weren't quite properly bedded in, and the gap 
between them began to widen. Pace’s really 
stirring run in third began to flag after five 
laps as his front tyres overheated, and Cevert 
moved ahead effortlessly into Tarzan and 
took up station behind his team leader. The 
field had already begun to string out, few 
cars even staying together let alone dicing 
With each other: already It was becoming a bit 
of a disappointment 

Williamson and Purley had settled into close 
company, however, the two Fl newcomers in 
the two newly built Marches romping around 
‘almost nose to tail, obviously having fun as 
they began to pile up lap after lap of expert 
ence. But halfway round the eighth lap it 
turned into horror. They were suddenly both 
missing, a long pause developed in traific be- 
hind van Lennep and then a huge pall of 
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MOTOR RACING WITH THE DRIVERS 
aus Grand Prix Watkins Glen 1973 


Sportkings offers you a 
grand finale to the 1973 
Grand Prix season. 
Watkins Glen, the computer 
designed race track in the 
United States is famed 
world wide for its viewing 
opportunities and pleasant 
surroundings. This super 
circuit plays host this year 
to the final of the Grand 
Prix serles—the driver and 
team championships could 
both be decided at this 
meeting. 

International motor racing 
stars such as John Cooper 
will be vour hosts on the 
Sportkings de luxe tour to 
Watkins Glen maki 

inside experience 
to you. Let Sportkii 
you motor racing where the 
action is 


Details are ax follows and a booking (orm is encloved, Leave London Meathrow 1615 hours Wednesday 


mndon Heathrow 0640 hours ‘Thursday Lith October 1972. Inclusive price 25 


Return 
© Eight nights in the United States including four nights at Watkins Glen, @ Personally accom 
‘stars such as John Cooper. lights on scheduled jet services. 

pit passes issued to 


members. @ Accompanied “behind the scenes” visits to the uury hotel accommoda 
tion with all meals included. @ Parties with the drivers at Watkins Glen. @ Night of all nights 
out in New York. @ Automatic membership of the British Racing and Sports Car Club, 


l ll SPORTKINGS 


ed. ya Marylebone High Street London Wi M 4AP Telephone ot-935 6789 


THE BIG HEALEY PEOPLE 
D.S. Motor Engineering Co. 


NO PRIZES! 


for spotting which care are 
ted wi 


JOHN ALEY 
F..A-TYPE ROLL-OVER BARS 


THE CHANCES ARE THAT NEARLY ALL DRIVERS SPECIFY 
JOHN ALEY ROLL-OVER Bi 


the application the roll-over bar has been 
and guaranteed 


WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES: 
1-7 CORSICA STREET, HOLLOWAY, 
LONDON, N.7 TEL : 01-226 5821/4 


HOW MUCH? COMPETITION MODELS FROM £2250. 
= AERODYNAMIC” sports car models from £15.75 or 
ordinary” models for sports and saloons from 010.75. 


BY POPULAR DEMAND—THE LARGEST PRODUCERS OF ROLL-OVER BARS | 
THERE'S PROBABLY A STOCKIST IN YOUR AR 


We offer a comprehensive service for the big 
Healey owner, full workshop facilities for all 
types of work. Comprehensive Healey spares. 
Our stock includes: Road rally cylinder head 
conversions (ready to fit with all new valves, 


guides, etc.) £58.00. si 
6 branch exhaust manifolds £30.00. Glassfibre 4 
and steel panels, badges, body mouldings, etc. en 
All engine parts, 14 leaf rear springs, standard Sea, tiae eder Tattnall 70488 
springs, Koni damper conversions, Standard © Sirthers Ce instore aaa 
Armstrong dampers, all brake parts, etc, etc. ALEYBARS 


S.A.E. for full lists. LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 
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Hunt and Pace lead van Lennep's sixth-placed Iso Marlboro 


black smoke began to rise over the dunes. 
‘The Williamson car had gone off on the 
outside of the first of the two very fast fifth 
Rear right-handers leading towards the new 
Slow corner, It had gone into the guardrail 
fn the outside at about a 45 degree angle, hit 
ting with its left front. wheel first. All. the 
way from the middle of that corner, leading 
tangentially away from the racing line, what 
appears certain to have been the left front 
tyre left peculiar comet-shaped marks on the 
road, suggesting that the tread was in some 
way’ elther deformed or at some peculiar 
angle, and skipping. There were no other 
marks from the other tyres. At Impact the 
guardrail, the steel posts of which were sunk 
Into sand without any discernible concrete or 
‘other packing, bent back at an angle approach 
ing 45 degrees. Scrape marks left by a 
metallic surface, presumably the bottom of 
the chassis, traced the car's slide on along 
the rail, which over a span of five posts 
gradually came back to vertical. Thus was 
formed a sort of spiralling ramp which threw 
the car into the air and back diagonally 
‘across the road. From the point of the last 
Scratch on the rail to the point of first impact 
With the road surface this reporter paced a 
distance of exactly 100 normal steps—perhaps 
80 yards. From these deep gouges In the road 
‘on to the point of final stopping was a further 
distance of 135 paces. The car stopped on the 
right side of the road, just at the apex of the 
second fast bend, upside down, and burning. 
David Purley stopped at the scene, himself 
untouched, and ran into the fire area in an 
attempt to rescue the driver. From reports 
of several persons who saw these events, 
including mostly other drivers whose impres. 
sions admittedly came in brief segments of 
whole sequences, Purley appeared to be the 
‘only person of’ several on the site who 
attempted rescue. He was seen to try single- 
handedly to heave the whole car over by lift- 
ing. @ wheel—several of which were still 
attached to the wreckage—and again to be 
fon his hands and knees at the cockpit, per- 
haps trying to release the belts. For a period 
of at least two laps, probably two minutes or 
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this was van Lennep's second Flr 


more, the size of the fire was quite small 
Then’ it suddenly ballooned hugely 

There are reports of marshals trying to 
restrain Purley’s rescue efforts. Others 
men with police dogs occupying thems 
with ‘restraining the crowd. These reports 
Suggest there were at least several able: 
bodied men on the scene, but no one thir 
reporter talked {0 saw anyone but Purley 
actually trying to help Williamson 

‘A fire-fighting truck drove from the area 
of the paddock along the circult—without any 
yellow flag warning for at least two oncom: 
ing drivers—to the scene, arriving after some 
considerable delay. Meanwhile, another truck 
ot far away, farther along the track from the 
fe, remained stationary 

Smoke, but’ more especially 


white extin: 


Oe ge. rt 


guisher powder, was blown by the wind across 
the width of the track, completely blanking 
vision for several oncoming drivers. For one, 
it was thick enough that he felt his throttles 
sticking every time through.” Several drivers 
said they felt the race must surely be stopped. 
Hulme felt so strongly that he drove very 
close by the pits rail, shaking his fist at the 
startline officials, trying to convey the gravity 
Of the situation ‘there from across the dunes 
on the far side of the cireult. 

After many minutes, and at least one flare 


up, the fire was put out. Roger Williamson 
was dead; after the burnt-out car was finally 
righted a sheet was simply put over the whole 
wreckage 


The race continued. Peterson developed a 
substantial lead, of at least 14 8 at one point, 


Beltoise’s BRM chased by Pace’s Surtees and Wilson Fittipaldi’s Brabham. 
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Mid-fleld runners: Follmer leads Hailwood, 
and established the best race lap. Stewart and 
Cevert raced around together, Cevert attempt 
ing two or three times to out-brake Stewart 
Into Tarzan as if to force his teammate 
to speed up, at least. With time Stewart's 
brake pads bedded more properly and as his 
fuel load lightened he was able to go better, 
and his teammate stopped pushing. At the 
same time the JPS handling was growing less 
perfect, its front brakes were tending to grab, 
and the gap between Peterson and Stewart 
shrank. It shrank irregularly, sometimes by a 
whole second, sometimes by a mere tenth, 
and once or twice it actually grew. bigger 
With nine laps to go it was 3.3.5, and then 
the next time around it was Stewart in front 
by 11s, Cevert followed him by, and Peter- 
son arrived in the pits with the engine smok: 
ing heavily, running on only a few cylinders, 
and oll and water in the airbox. He reported 
that there had been no real trouble with the 
car, that the irregular reduction of the gap 
‘was due simply to bad luck in traffic (Stewart 
eritical of two or three of the drivers he 

to lap.) Then suddenly he found he had 
second and fourth gears, and on the next 
t most of Its power. 


had 
Tost 
lap the engine suddenly Io 


‘That left the two Tyrrell to drive to their 
Ist-2nd placing, although Cevert slackened right 
off in the last few laps as his right tyre was 
punctured—it finished completely flat. Behind 
was James Hunt taking the Hesketh March 
to its third excellent finish; he had driven 
briskly, cleanly and consistently all the way 
with no one near him in the race until nearly 
the end, when Revson was looming behind. 
James" problems were mainly with his neck, 
which was painful, and his clutch actuation 
Which packed up around two-thirds distance 
Revson's car hadn't responded as expected to 
handling tweaks. Hulme had been running 
ahead of ths other M23, and was in fact 
closing on Hunt and looking like passing at 
any moment into Tarzan when suddenly his 
engine blew up. 


Pace's stirring beginning died away as his 
engine went bad and his front tyres went off 
—two of them finally chunked. Reutemann 
was going well when the tread apparently flew 
off his [eft front, which gave him a nasty 
moment just at the braking point by the pits 
at maximum speed. Wilson Fittipaldi's very 
unsatisfactory handling caused him to change 
three tyres in one stop; he did one more lap 
before spinning off at Tarzan and leaving 
the car where it stopped in disgust. 

Of the rest, Lauda’s BRM offered a host 
of problems from an oil leak through a tyre 
change to two bouts of fuel pump belt break- 
ages and eventual retirement through pump 
failure, Regazzoni stopped once to replace 

chunked tyre and again to take on fuel, 
although at the end the car was carrying 
plenty. so it was a pickup problem. Beltoise 
ran the distance without trouble. Van Lennep 
came into. a point-earning sixth in this his 
‘own nation’s GP, which was his second-ever GP 


Ey 


Beltoise, Ganley and Regazzoni 


Both Isos in fact finished, though Ganley had 


to make a second stop after his initial nose- 
repair because bits of glassfibre had gone into 
his airbox and jammed his throttles. Folimer 
hada slow puncture due to running over 


accident debris 
reliably. 


but the car itself was running 
reached ninth place before the 


engine began going off song and losing water, 
due presumably to an internal crack; Graham 
merely made a series of stops for water and 
carried on to the end. Hailwood stopped 
when an. ignition “ballast resistor" broke, 
and Amon quit with exact repetition of the 


Sliverstone fuel pressure trouble 


Von Opel went extremely well 
Fittipaldi holds off sixth-man van L 


in practice 


The return of racing to Holland should have 
been good, but through no single fault this 
will be remembered as one of the worst meet- 
ings anywhere. The race was disappointing 
even before the accident, but that destroyed 

spirit that might have been left, As 
always after a tragedy there will be work 
towards curing the inadequacies it revealed. In 
the long run the rest of the racing world will 
gain from the loss of this young man, but 
it seems now an unnecessarily heavy price for 
the ability to see things which might have 
been visible with just a little more imagina- 


but failed to start the race (above). Wilson 


nnep (below) 
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Jackie Stewart 
wins his 
26th Formula One 
World Championship Race 


We did our best to stop him 


Mmm TURNER 
FN &NEWALL & & 
eee LIMITED BRAKE LININGS AND DISC BRAKE PADS 


lf you want 
areally fast Mexico or RSI600 
you'll have to be quick. 


John Willment offer you full race and rally 
preparation on all Ford cars, plus the back-up 


of our huge stock of competition and A.V.O 
parts. 


Ring Ray Tunney or Tony Griffiths and let 
them put you in the picture. 
Export and Forces enquiries welcome. 


Some really fast used cars forsale. 


ONE ONLY—New LHD RS1600. In red, for immediate delivery 


Racing Services 1800 BDA. ENGINE. 247 bhp. Unused since complete overhaul. £1,995 ono. 


1970 ESCORT Twin Cam. H reg. Low mileage 


£895 
1972 MEXICO Clubman. Group |. Rally car 


£945 


: 
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CHRIS MASON 


Looking back to Spring Bank Holiday Mon- 
day, two cars were excluded from the Tate 
Formula Ford Championship race at Croft 
because the RAC Scrutineer considered that 
‘one or more tyres on each car was too worn 
for safety. As the competitors formed up on 
the grid, the RAC scrutineer (an experienced 
man who, it should not be forgotten, has acted 
most competently in this capacity for a long 
time) appeared to examine the tyres of some 
of the cars, and ordered those of Peter Clark 
‘and Graham Cuthbert off the grid. Cuthbert 
dutifully wheeled his car onto the grass, but 
Clark, who had recélved only a peremptory 
fand indistinct direction at a time of con 
siderable tension, was not sure what 
going on, and 40 started with everyone els 
Nobody prevented Clark from starting, and he 
was both bitterly disappointed and very angry 
when he was black-fagged after three laps 
when he was well in the lead. 

‘After the race had ended another com: 
Betitor showed the scrutineer his own, rather 
more bald, tyres and enquired why he had 
not been excluded. Nobody had a convincing 
answer to that one. I can personally vouch 
for Clark's tyres being within MoT regulations 
after practice (they were the ones he raced 
00) and Cuthbert assured me that his were 
slightly less worn than Clark's, What was 
Particularly disturbing was that, if Cuthbert 
is to be believed, the scrutineer appeared not 
to realise that today's FF drivers usually have 
fa set of unworn tyres for wet conditions. The 
question of what constitutes the optimum 
tread wear consonant with safety on a Fire- 
Stone Torino is something about which FF 
dicers are expert. Certainly, I have yet to 
see an FF race where a tyre has blown 
3 tread wear. However, I'm 

drivers and the scrutineers 


However, I would draw two conclusions 
from this ‘unfortunate incident. Firsty tyre 
inspections should be made in the assembly 
area when there is still time to change a 
worn tyre and not amid the confusion of a 
‘and secondly, that RAC scru- 

‘a duty to be absolutely au fait 
developments and regulations, even 
hough, inereasingly complex’ rules in, some 
ir task an increasingly 


contrary to the opinion expressed by one of 
the competitors concerned, the race organisers 
(BARC Yorkshire Centre) were by no means 
Unanimous in their approval of the scruti 
neer's action, but naturally had to uphold his 
verdict. The Club's startline officials could 
only be faulted in allowing Clark to start 
‘and then taking several laps to black-flag 
him, However, to anyone used to the con- 
fused, tense and exceedingly noisy atmosphere 
of s race start, such @ partial breakdown in 
communication’ is easily understandable, if 
regrettable. 


PROTESTS 

In an era when club racing is intensely com- 
petitive and when category regulations are 
increasingly subtle, it is a sad fact of life that 
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there are so many protests, both on 
lity and dangerous driving grounds. 

the opportunity recently of sounding out a 
number of drivers concerned in Formula Ford, 


Modified Sports, and Group 1 (all afflicted 
with protests at times) about the vexed 
Subject of protests. No, all FF aces are not 
itching to ‘protest their rivals out of the 
results; in fact everyone is well aware that 
& protest against a fellow competitor 
the impression of a sour grapes attitude 
which reflects badly on the protester, however 
valid his complaint 
Once again we come back to the necessity 
for well-informed, observant, and conscien- 
tious race officials, If a driver is performing 
dangerously on the track, or an FF is visibly 
quicker than all its supposedly similarly 
powered rivals, then observers and scrutineers 
Should take action. The wild driver should be 
Riven a good talking to or worse, and the 
Questionable engine should have the seals 
clapped on it, all without the prompting of 
directly interested competitor. We maligned 
scribblers know who is a repeatedly wild 
driver, and we know who Is widely suspected 
of running bent engines, so why don’t officials 
act to clear the air? I suspect the answer is 
a mixture of the natural desire to avoid un- 
pleasentness and I fear, sometimes, a lack of 
personal contact with ‘those involved, How: 
ever, I believe that much unpleasentness and 
suspicion could be avoided if race officials 
took a more positive line. 


I do not want to be unfair here and 1 
know that the RAC periodically has swoops 
on FF engines (although I've never known one 
in the North-East where I report), and some 
clubs, notably the BARC, take a strong line 
on eligibility. regulations—ask four Spridget 
drivers who were at Croft on Bank Holiday 
Monday—but these are the exceptions which 
should be the rule. For comparison, when he 
Sees a foul committed, a football referee does 
not wait for a player to complain before he 
blows bis whistle, and if he repeatedly does 
not see fouls committed, his competence | 
Vociferously questioned 


PROMOTION 


During my perambulations covering race meet- 
ings and speed biliclimbs in the North-East 
there is little that quickens my interest more 
than signs of real enterprise in promotion. 
Dr Who and the Daleks at Harewood; air dis 
plays at Croft and Rufforth; and the javolve- 
ment of Tate of Leeds (whose racing pro- 
gramme seems to be hanging in the balance 
Bt the time of writing) are good examples of 
enterprise. An apparent lack of interest on 
the part of Croft's management in what is 
going on racing-wise in other parts Of the 
Country, and the nomination of an Easter 
clubbie ‘as a National meeting are examples 
of the opposite. 

In the matter of enterprise, sometimes, the 
promotion of circuit racing in the North-East 
fein harsh contrast. to. the promotion of 
speed hillclimbing. Club racing in the area is 
of a generally good standard but Intern: 

s are apparently a thing of the past. 
Croft, Rufforth and Cadwell (the most spect 
cular track in the country) have planning and 
amenity problems, but with one notable ex- 
ception nobody with the power or the money 
seems to want to give what is a thriving 
motor sporting area some top-line events. If 
10,000-15,000 people will turn up for often 
indifferently publicised Bank Holiday clubbies, 
as Croft's management assures us they do, 
on days when there are many counter-attrac- 
tions, then there is scope for bigger and better 
meetings. Last year's Northern FordSport day, 
poorly publicised as it was, was an excellent 
step in the right direction, so let's go on 
from there, If my memory serves me cor- 
rectly, some 30,000 people came to Croft's 
well-publicised "(and fortunately sunny) 


ingugural meeting in 1964. Surely those 
thousands could be persuaded to come again. 

In complete contrast is the hillelimb scene. 
I have been accused of being biased in favour 
of the BARC Yorkshire Centre, but if I am, 
it’s because they have consistently impressed 
me. Harewood has been known to attract 
‘over 10,000 people to what is one of the more 
esoteric branches of motor sport. Why? Be- 
cause Mike Wilson and his team provide good 
friendly organisation; spectator amenities are 
unusually good for a basically temporary 
venue; the programmes are full of useful 
information and informative articles (and are 
far more complete and accurate than any 
other motor sporting programmes in the 
area); the special attractions such as Dr Who 
and the excellent recent display put on by 
Andrews Bros., the Bradford BMW dealer, 
are thoroughly werthwhile; and the bigger 
meetings are given good publicity (television 
advertising included). The certainty of finding 
enthusiasm, helpfulness and efficient organi- 
sation, in ‘turn, attracts the cream ‘of hill 
climb’ drivers and their increasigly sophis: 
ticated - machinery—which all adds to. the 


spectacle, This is not to say that the BARC 
have a monopoly of good meetings in the 
North-East. I have been to some dull meet- 


ings organised by the BARC, and have been 
to most exciting affairs run’ by other clubs 
(notably the BRSCC(N), DDMC, and NSCC), 
but for consistent enterprise the BARC(Y)'s 
hillclimb activities are worth studying by other 
clubs. 


HYBRIDS 
APPRECIATED 


A. year or two ago there was a bitterly 
‘opposed move to outlaw the hybrids now such 
& feature of special saloon racing; a move 
which was fortunately dropped. Thus the 
radical and relatively inexpensive hybrids 
have continued fo excite the interest of casual 
spectator and admirer of mechanical ingenuity 
alike. Since special saloon racing is relatively 
Uncommercialised by comparison with some 
other categories of “club” racing, the specta- 
cular devices which feature in these races 
tend to be little publicised—although Mick 
Hill's beautifully "engineered and highly 
successful Boss Capri is a notable exception. 

‘The North-East is liberally endowed with 
these transplants, with Doug Niven’s now 
highly competitive Chas Beattie-built, and 
‘Taté and Perdal-developed Boss Escort, and 
Keith Bowmaker's 4.7 V8-powered Escort 
springing to mind, Among the Minis we have 
had Sedric Bell's Holbay F3-engined car and 
the Cosworth SCA-motivated machine of 
Andy Barton—the latter unfortunately 
wrecked earlier in the season—and now two 
more wild Minis have made their appearance. 
Former Clubman's driver and one-time F3 
exponent, David Wragg from Sheffield, has 
employed a Cosworth SCA motor but in a 
very different way to Barton. The engine of 
Wraga’s Mini is alongside the driver, longi- 
tudinally, ing highly claustrophobic cockpit, 
and drives through the rear wheels—a real 
Mini-Ford! This device has already earned 

couple of class wing over the Bank Holiday 
and with development, even Messrs Barton, 
Bell and Clacher might have to watch out. 

Fuel system bothers unfortunately preven- 
ted the début of Dave Muter's Beeswing Inn- 
supported, and smartly presented offering at 
Croft on Bank Holiday Monday. This Mini.is 
fitted with a pukka turbocharger and is the 
most fearsome looking Mini I have ever 
seen, reminiscent as it is of Alec Poole's 
Complan Mini! Whatever the successes of 
these adventures in engineering, they add 
enormously to the interest of club racing. 
Long may they continue. 
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Better than the leading 20W/50. 
Better engine protection. 
Better cold starting. 


Better hot-running. 
Better oil. 
Better get some. 


Fast mover. 


Being a LOW, Uniflo flows faster 
c 


e 
Hot tip. 
Get this! Uniflo SAE 10W/50 has a higher 
viscosity when hot than many 20W/50s! 


Due to extra refining, higher quality 
and an advanced VI improver: 
Result-unsurpassed hot protection. 


6 STARTS, 6 WINS 


for Roger Clark and Uniflo! 


=> 


j Essohas more going for you 


Correspondence 


The editoris not bound to agree with readers’opinions 


F3 Scrutineering 


As a keen follower of motor sport, and in 
particular F3, I feel 1 must put pen to paper 
‘and comment on the totally inadequate stand- 
ard of scrutineering at recent championship 
Faces. 


The situation has gradually deteriorated 
throughout the season and I was appalled at 
the July 22 Mallory Lombard round, when at 
no time, either during scrutineering, or after 
the event, was any check made on the legality 
‘of the competing cars, 


With it becoming the rule, rather than the 
‘exception, that the cream of the F3 drivers 
are chosen for Fl, I am convinced that there 
exists a hard core of competitors willing to 
Infringe the regulations in order to be success- 
ful 

Surely it is time the RAC took positive 
action to disprov ions of the existence 
of 1800 cc engines, reputedly used in m’nor 
championship events, where fear of detection 
is minimal. In fact_on only one occasion this 
year—the Daily Express meeting at Silver- 
Stone—has there been any measuring of 
‘engine capacity. 

Even at major 
to be using " les 
order to gain hi 
‘matters even worse there have 
of scrutineers openly admittiny 
race, that no vacuum tester is available to 
investigate airboxes, etc, for leaks. 

Wherever stringent regulations exist, then 
obviously they must be rigidly enforced. The 
onus is therefore on the RAC to appoint a 

tineer solely for F3. He could attend 
tings in this country and check the fir 
six cars for compliance with the regulations 
in respect of weight, restrictor size, absence of 
air leaks and, above all, engine capacity. 


Practice sessions obviously pose a greater 


‘assembly 
ks? Also spot-checks in the pits dur- 
ing qualifying shouldn’t prove too difficult. 1 
‘am convinced that only after the appointment 
of such a super." scrute" shall we see a re- 
tum to close F3 racing, with results an ind 
cation of driver ability and not the team’ 

to dispense with the regulations. 

‘supplied. 


Matthews’ thanks 


Briefly, may I thank the marshals and medical 
aff who helped me following the crash at 
Silverstone on Grand Prix day. Their general 
attitude was perhaps typified by the two lads 
‘who actually pulled me out of the car appear- 
Ing at Northampton Hospital that night, at 
11’ pm, being the earliest they could complete 
the day's job and work through the traffic. 
The hospital staff were great, but having 
been discharged on Thursday, I found the 
most distressing part of the whole business 
was to hear that my mate “Brode" will be 
tethered to his traction machine for the next 
eight weeks. 
Linprick Date, 


Wonxsor, Norrs. 


Dave MatrHews. 


Photographer's view 


1 would like to right a situation that seems 
to have been blown up a bit too much, follow- 
ing Jackie's article in the Daily Express and 
followed by Autosrort (July 19). This on be- 
half of not only myself but other motor 
racing photographers. 

First, Jackie reckons I should not have 
been there at all. If this statement is to be 
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taken to its logical conclusion then nor should 
Virtually all the professional photographers 
Present have been in similar positions (at 
Other corners during the course of the week- 
end) 

In fact I considered my position to be pretty 
well as safe as any on the inside of the track. 
The Tyrrell passed me quite slowly (facing the 
right direction), gained the track again, then 
ploughed into the corn. 1, in fact, moved a 
couple of paces towards the infield, but this 
was more reaction than because there was 
going to be a collision. 

It is also nonsense to say that I had a 
tripod set up. All the spectators in the Stowe 
stands will bear witness to that ; coupled with 
that fact, tripods are unmanageable and for 
action photography superfluous. 

Lastly, I think the way Pete Lyons has 
outlined’ the incident, Stewart would be 
appearing to apportion’ some of the blame to 
my presence. That is quite nonsense, the 
concensus of opinion at the corner at the 
time was that he (Stewart) was pressing on 
probably a trifle too prematurely. 

Anyway, the point of my being where I was, 
apart from recording the race, was that I had 
a hunch that Stowe was the spot where 
Jackle would do his overtaking (remembered 
Trom the '71 GP) and consequently to record 
just such a sequence. 

CHARLES Briscor-KntoHr, 


Cantron Hit, Lonpon, NWB. 


Team Surtees are 
grateful for help 


1 would like to thank personally, on behalf of 
myself and everyone at Edenbridge, all those 
people who have both written and telephoned 
‘expressing sympathy and generally offering 
their help in every manner and means imagin. 
‘able. I will, In any case, attempt to reply to 
everyone personally in due course. 


Naturally at times such as this it is very 
difficult to utilise outside technical assi 
because of the very nature and type of con- 
struction of a Formula 1 car, plus the fact 
that normally a very large percentage of our 
cars, compared with most manufacturers, is 
made on our own premises. 

The wide variety of age groups, professions 
and occupations of the enthusiasts who have 
written <0 us is refreshing insomuch as. it 
demonstrates the silent type of support which 
‘a team does enjoy and which motor racing as 

whole has behind it 
In closing, and not mentioning any names, 
1 would thank those two teams who were so 
prompt in offering various forms of assistance 
to help us at this stage. Work is progressing 
well at Edenbridge and we envisage that by 
the German Grand Prix we will have again re- 
built three Formula 1 cars. 


Epenanince, Kent. 


Joms Sunters, 
(Team Surtees Limited). 


An uninteresting 
view of racing 


John Surtees’ unfortunate remarks on the 
shunt at the GP seemed a little uncalled for. 
Surtees says he made a few mistakes when he 
took up car driving ; he was very lucky. Today 
he could have done the same as Scheckter. He 
has no criticism of Stewart who went off 
without affecting others. 

Maybe if Surtees was a little more adven- 
turous in his selection of drivers, he might be 
more successful and we would see more than 
the usual procession of mobile advertising, 
colourful, but uninteresting cars. 

CHtartwoon Roa, 


Lonpon, SW15. R. Epwanps. 


Move the grid 
at Silverstone 


On reading your editorial concerning Wood- 
cote Corner and the various accounts of “ the 
accident” it appears to me that there is a 
Simpler, and certainly less expensive method 
of improving the corner. 

This is to move the grid well into the 
straight and chus lessen the possibility of oil, 
water and rubber being laid on the exit of the 
very fast bend. 

Huntury Manon, GLOUCESTER. 
MIke FREEMAN 


Big restriction 


lan Phillips stated in his report of the F3 
heat at the Silverstone GP meeting, that it 
seemed rather petty to disqualify Mike Wilds 
over his restrictor hole being 30-thou oversize, 
‘as there was obviously nothing to be gain 
by such a minimal amount. 

‘On the contrary, if the legal size for the 
hole is 215mm ‘and it is increased to 
22.25mm it would be a gain of about 7 per 
cent. If a good F3 engine is giving 130 bhp 
then the increase would be 9 bhp, which by 
no stretch of the imagination can be called 
‘minimal 

How the restrictor became oversize one do 
not know, but this sort of thing can only 
give F3 a bad name, 


BasiasToxe, HANTS. 


A. Dononur, 


Disgusted marshal 


I have been attending motor race_meetini 
since 1954, marshalling for the BRSCC since 
1962 and ‘have attended the British Grand 
Prix in an official capacity since 1964, 


My job at the John Player Grand Prix was 
pits/startline marshal, and after the first | 
‘accident I appreciate that team mé 
with cars involved were entitled to t 
personnel with them in order to give expert 
assistance in clearing the wreckage, and help 
get their respective drivers out of crushed 
Ears. I therefore stood halfway down the pit 
road trying to stop the wrong personnel from 
getting to the accident, because this only 
hampers the rescue operation. I then went to 
the scene of the accident to help the marshals 
clear away the damaged cars, and keep away 
the general “hangers on.” We formed a 
human chain 15 to 20 yards away from 
‘Adamich’s car which was the only one being 
worked on by doctors, marshals and mech- 
anies. 

1 was confronted by Barrie Gill, the well- 
known BBC reporter, without camera, who 
said that he wished to go through the ‘chain. 
This I politely refused, at which point he 
ran to the car with myself in pursuit, I again 
asked him to leave the area and he said that 
he was there “to report to the Italian viewers 
that de Adamich was not too badly hurt.” 

I appreciate that he has a job to do, but T 
suggested to him that he could make his 
report 100.yards away rather than five yards ; 
nevertheless he did not go until a policeman 
removed him. I was absolutely disgusted that 
a professional reporter, familiar with the sport, 


Should so inconsiderately clutter up the acci- 


Whom one sees only at Grands Prix. Yet again 
it makes a marshal’s job very difficult to keep 
people away when they say: “If Barrie Gill 
can stay why can't 1?” 

(Cuorston, Leics. 


ANDREW LonapER. 


Most people think I'm an American car buff 
because T drive a Corvette, but in fact that's 
far from being a typical American car, and 
the big sedans from Detroit that I have driven 
from time to time usually struck me as un- 
wieldy monsters with squashy suspension, 
Vague steering and an unhealthy isolation of 
the driver from the road. But the American 
motor manufacturers are clever production 
engineers, and spend millions of dollars on 
developing their products, Obviously, then, 
their cars are designed as best they know 
how for the conditions that they can be 
expected to meet. Those conditions don't in 
clude the sort of twisting, narrow fun roads 


in Kent where British journalists tend to try 
out road test cars. 

‘They do include a vast continent over 
ordinary businessmen or families on 
may travel up to a thousand miles in one day 
They include temperatures from 30 degrees 
below freezing to 120 in the shade. They 
include vast expanses of desert without 
garage or human aid for hundreds of miles, 
and mountain passes with year-round snow 
‘and 13,000-f¢ altitudes, We may not have a 


Air-conditioned 
coffee milk shake 


SIMON TAYLOR recounts an American-sized 
road test in an American-sized Ford 


I be trustworthy 


particularly high opinion of the bread and product that he feels 
So the fair way to 


returned it with almost 7000 miles on the 
clock. We had droned for hour after hour 
Across the endless flat cornfields of the Mid- 


Travel-stained and fly-spattered after its 7,000-mile trip, the Gran Torino on its return to Ford World HQ at Dearborn 


| 


HH 
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West. We had climbed to 12,000 feet up and 
down the snowy hairpins of the Loveland 
Pass, high in the Rocky Mountains of Colo- 
rado. Air conditioning going full blast, we had 
Pounded across the cruel emptiness of the 
Yuma Desert in Arizona, and into the impo- 
verished desolation af Northern Mexico. We 
had driven up the rocky beauty of the Pacific 
Coast in California, and had been booked for 
speeding by a gun-toting cop on the El Centro 
Freeway. We'd sat in a traffic jam on Holly- 
wood's Sunset Strip, and dived and bounced 
our way up and down those crazy little 
atreets in San Francisco (remember the film 

” the trip back east, 
going from the iz city of Reno to 
Rawlins, Wyoming, at one sitting—over 800 

‘many of them across the Nevada desert, 
‘only part of the USA where there's no 
speed limit and you can average 100 mph, 
And the car never missed a beat. 

T must confess that before this trip 1 was 
pretty ignorant about most current American 
Cars, apart from the types that sell in this 
country, like the Mustang, Camaro and Fi 
bird. ‘To the average American these are 


PD ait 


e: 
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rather adolescent machines which have no 
room inside, make too much nolse and ride 
too harshly. But I discovered that Ford, and 
the other giant American manufacturers, 
divide their products into definite strata by 
‘size; there's" the sub-compact (the Pinto, 
roughly the size of a Cortina), the compact 
(he Maverick, slightly smaller than a Gra- 
nada), the medium saloon (the Torino, pretty 
huge by English standards), and the full size 
(the Galaxie—just enormous). There are also 
“personal” cars like the Mustang and the 
Thunderbird 

‘Not only is each of these basic models 
available with a bewildering variety of engine 
Sizes and luxury options, which can some- 
times double the basic cost of the car. but 
‘also different marque names are used to dis- 
{inguish more luxurious versions, Hence the 
Mercury Cougar is a Mustang shell with 
different front and rear bodywork, and the 
Continental is 2 luxury version of the 
‘Thunderbird 

Ford now operate a deal for non-Americans 
who want to buy a car and also have a 
fantastic holiday, called the Tour America 
‘Scheme, It works in the same way as schemes 
that have been successfully used by British 
‘and Continental car manufacturers for Ameri- 
ean customers touring Europe. You fly to 


Detroit, A awe-inspiring tour of part of 
the incredible complex of factories where your 
car has made (Ford even make their 


‘own glass and steel and have their own 
mines, fleet of ships 
then take over the car to want 
‘wil across America before returning home by 
Plane while your car follows you by boat. 
‘Our trip was a sort of dummy run for the 
Tour America Scheme, the only difference 
being that 1 didn’t keep the car at the end of 
itt "My" Gran Torino was a four-door saloon 
in metallic brown, with re V8 engine 
and” Crulsomatic” tansmission—a typical 
‘American family car. The engine was the 
Smooth, silent V8 one expects from Detroit, 
‘mandatory 
fe much Ie 
Ought to be, and as the car must weigh a 
good two tons the performance isn't particu- 
Tarly startling. When we got to Nevada we 
discovered that, with air conditioning and not 
the most powerful engine in the ranj 
to the boards for several minutes produced 
othing more than 104 mph on the clock. But 
it's worth pointing out that at that speed the 
ar was still as quiet and smooth: as ever, 
ind felt perfectly stable 
mileage it would have been fast 
things prevented us from cr 
speed from coast to coast: the 
forced speed limits, and the fact that at that 
speed the fuel consumption went down from 
14 mpg to about 10 mpg. I'd hate to drive the 
basic Torino with 4-litre six-cylinder engine, 
but I don’t think they sell many like that 
‘And in England one could very quickly re- 
move the anti-pollution gear and re-jet the 
Carburation for much greater power and effi 
ciency. 
The 


‘automatic transmission was again the 
typically efficient American device, and worked 
so unobtrusively that one quickly forgot about 
it. The power steering had more feel and self- 
centring action than big Yanks used to have 
a few years ago—a legacy, presumably, of the 
performance and pony car cults—and simi- 
larly the brakes did their job well, with venti- 
lated discs at the front, finned drums at the 
rear and powerful servo action. 

‘The handling was what you'd expect from 
a two-ton, nose-heavy, softly-sprung car. It 
was never really unpredictable nor did any- 
thing surprising. but a lot of roll and very 
strong understeer meant that slow in, fast 
out was the way for roundabouts and turnpike 
exits, On smooth roads it was perfectly ac- 
ceptable, but cornering hard over bad bumps 
it was less happy, as the steel-belted radial 
tyres tended to hop across ridges. The best 
thing about the car was the way it rode 
smoothly without wallowing, for although the 
all-round coil suspension was soft it was well 
damped. 

‘Obviously a lot of the huge development 
costs had gone on the elimination of noise. 
Rather surprisingly the Torino, along with 


many American cars, has a separate chassis 
frame, which must help, for the engine is 
Inaudible, there's no drumming or body noise 
at all, and wind noise is very slight. This is 
the real reason why one can travel such 
enormous distances without fatigue. 
Passenger comforts are well thought out, 
too. Our car had bench seats which, while not 
striking me as particularly comfortable, didn't 


designed with a lot of thought, Rather than 
plastic I would have preferred cloth covering, 
Which is available as an option and is less 
sweaty. 

‘The air conditioning was very effective 
and easy to use, and absolutely indispensable 
in the hot and humid areas. I wouldn't cross 
‘America without it. The standard heating and 


particularly 
parts of the USA with 
stereo FM stations, Reception was so clean 
and stereo effect so good that it equalled a 
tape player. 

‘The Americans are—quite rightly—trying 
hard to make people wear seat belts, not only 
with radio commercials, road signs and ad- 
vertising hoardings but’ also with devices in 
the car which effectively force you to wear 
them. On the bench seat Torino there are six 
seat belts, and the we 


put imo 
It is possible to fool 
the belt with your knee, or buckling it behind 
you and sitting on it, but both of these are 

comfortable and more inconvenient than 
‘wearing the bet. It's a great shame that some 
‘of the obviously considerable cost of develop- 
ing this complicated arrangement could not 
have gone towards designing reasonably com- 
fortable belts. The tap straps are on a ratchet 

sngement which locks tight even when 

‘no load, unlike an inertia reel. The 
shoulder straps for the driver and outer front 
passenger come down from the roof, which 
good as there's no weight on the shoulder, 
but are separate fram the Jap belts, which is 
fiddly, so most people dispense with them 
‘altogether. With only the lap belts fastened 
the buzzer stays mute, but the front occu- 
pants could still bash their heads on the 
ashboard and steering wheel, 

‘American cars have to be comfortable, 
reliable and habitable for long periods, and 
as such the Gran Torino earned top marks. 
It’s a pity that the antipollution devices and 
the extra weight of the now mandatory 
energy-absorbing bumpers and side collision 
beams have robbed most American care of 
their formerly impressive acceleration. 

Having stressed that the only way to appre- 
ciate an American car Is to drive it in 
America, what can be the point of an English 
purchaser going for the Tour America 
Scheme? The answer is that, whether we like 
it or not, our road conditions are becomin, 
more and more like America's, with more 
motorway driving and overall speed limits. 1 
rapidly got used to the Torino's 17ft in 
length and 6f Tin width in towns and, with 
the excellent automatic transmission and 
power steering, it was surprisingly wieldy in 
traffic. And a trip like, say, that from London 
to Oulton Park on the MI and M6 would be 
more comfortable and restful in the Torino 
than a lot of English cars. Although most 
‘American cars are too big in terms of sheer 
size (and a lot of this is styling: the Torino 
had lots of leg room, but the boot wasn't 
particularly big), it seems that the Yanks 
have stopped getting bigger and bigger every 
year. We'll soon be seeing the new Mustang 
which, having grown from a pleasantly sized 
GT to a car too large for most by English 
standards, is about to become smaller than 
ever before. 

‘So there's no doubt that owning an Ameri- 
can car in England has a lot to commend it, 
‘And if it's a Ford, an additional advantage is 
the chance of the holiday of a lifetime on the 
Tour America Scheme. If you want to know 
more about it, talk to Richard Sangster at 
Ford's London showroom at 88 Regent Street. 
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Seema 


Elden during their dice in the Wella FF final. 


Peter Harrington (Cougar) leads Ted Wen 
Harrington left the road, leaving victory to Went. 


LLANDOW 


Modsports entertain 


It was national championship day down at 
Llandow. on Sunday when the BARC ably 
organised rounds of the Wella for Men For- 
mula Ford, Blue Circle Modsports and For- 

saloon car champion: 
an Elden benefit with 
wing elear In the champlonship from Peter 
ington who suffered from the lack of 
F experience and the unwillingness of 
marshals to use the blue flag properly, put- 
fr Into the bank with suspension 


breaking his 
race for the 
majority of classes was most dramatic, includ. 
ing a win for Guy Beddington’s V12'E typ 

three new lap records and a tremendous drive 
through the fleld by Bob Jarvis's Davrian. The 
Welsh even managed to provide some sun! 


Proceedings kicked off with, two heats for 


day, and leading the first 
after a painful five weeks in hospital, was 
Roger Manning (Aircall Elden-Piper Mic 10), 
Roger feeling a little stiff in bandages after 
his scalding at Mallory Park and only out of 
hospital the previous Wednesday. However, 
Ted Wentz was eager to be in front as well, 
and on lap 10 he was by after quite a tussle, 

lanning then fell into the grips of Clive 
Power (Dulon-Rowland MPI5), Power finally 
ing by on lap 13. Two laps from the end, 
Alrcall Elden got involved in someone 
jse"s moment, having to stop for the nose to be 
removed, letting David Priddy's elderly Lotus: 
Piper 51B into third, having disposed of Ian 
Moore (Dulon-Rowland LD9) earlier in the 
heat. 

After Jeremy Rossiter (Dulon-Panther LD9) 
and Denny Shattuck (Elden-Piper Mk 10) had 
both led the second heat during the frst 1: 
it was up to Peter Harrington (Cougar-Scholar 
73F) to assert his superiority, and this he did 
ably by the end of lap one, never to be 
headed. Shattuck and Rossiter then indulged 
in some place swapping. Shattuck taking 
second for good on lap 12 having received one 
of the biggest chops of the day from Rossiter 
at Devil's Elbow. Fourth on the road was 
Phil Caldwell (Alexis-Marks Mk 18B), but he 
was disqualified for overtaking under the 
yellow, unfortunately precluding him from the 
final, so Sean Ross (Dulon-Newbridge MP15) 
took’ fourth. 

‘The final was an excellent scrap initially 
between Harrington and Wentz, with Shattuck 
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and Manning disputing third. Harrington was 
Still holding off Wentz, while Manning had 
disposed of Shattuck when on lap 12, the 
leader was offered an odd line by a back- 
marker and was promptly off into the bank at 
Bottom. So Wentz was left a good lead, whi 

Roger Manning was a safe second with the 
other works Elden of Shattuck third. Early 
contenders for the next place included Priddy 
who found the going distinctly rough being hit 
three times on the first lap, the final effort 
inverting him twice from fourth place, fortw: 
nately without injury and surprisingly little 
damage. Power spun fifth at Devil's Elbow on 
lap three, finally retiring when having his 
nose cone damaged in someone else's accident, 
Rossiter also retiring from fourth with a sick 
engine. Sean Ross therefore came in fourth, 
albeit a lap behind, a rare occurrence in FF. 


Race three was a Len Brammer benefit from 
the start, the Longman 1.0 Mini walking away 
never to'be headed. Ray Payne had his hands 
full of 850 Mini, Peter Crough being the man 
putting in the sterling work to keep Payne's 
1.0 Hartwell Imp at bay, having overhauled 
George Constantine's 1.0 Mini and kept Ken 
Bowen's similar 850 car at bay along with 
Payne. Alan Parfitt was certainly a contender 
in third grid position, but sadly oiled a plug 
on the line, but confusingly tucking in behind 
the Payne/Crouch/Bowen battle and holding 
his own, despite being a lap down. 


John Pearson seemed well set to score 
his third victory of the weekend in the plastic 
XK120 despite Guy Beddington’s pole position 
in the V12 E, now becoming more “ race" than 
“road” as it was at the beginning of the 
season. However, very soon after the start, all 
eyes were on the fleet 1.0 Davrian of Bob 
Jarvis, one of the smallest cars in this Blue 
Circle’ round. Starting from the back row of 
the grid after a holed radiator in practice, 
Jarvis was already on the heels of fourth 
placed Brian Hough (5.4 TVR Tuscan VB) after 
‘one lap. Hough and Robin Gray (3.5 Morgan 
Plus 8) went in one lap, and on lap seven, 
second placed Guy Beddington was disposed 
of, and the Davrian went off in pursuit of 
Pearson, which certainly looked an impossible 
task. We shall never know, for on lap 15 it all 
happened. Pearson slowed with falling oll 
pressure having emitted ofl smoke for some 
laps, but at precisely the same moment, Jarvis 
stopped with a flapping bonnet to be removed. 
If this wasn't enough, Hough had a spin at 
Devil's Elbow on some of Pearson's oil, so it 
was Beddington in a fairly comfortable lead 


from a recovered Hough and a restarted 
Jarvis. Hough couldn't get the TVR off the 
ground (iterally!) and so Jarvis sped through 
to second, with the big engines of Hough and 
spinner Gray third and fourth respectively. 
Te was lap records for all, each one by at leai 
‘a second, including middle class winner Ed 
Stephens (3.0 TVR Tuscan), who spun into 
retirement early on. The BARC made one slip 
up in this race; their information sheet stated 
there were no incidents! 

‘Thames Television had blanket coverage in 
the big Forward Trust special saloons round, 
and If that wasn't enough, the man in control 
was Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Firenza). No 
one came near him and he lapped the entire 
field. Gerry's only possible challenger, Dave 
McCloy (1.6 Ford Escort) broke the gear stick 
off at the base whilst making a demon stat 
land then sheered the axle casing on the 
Llandow bumps trying to fight through the 
field jammed in top, retiring in a creditable 
third. John Watts was challenging Ian Briggs, 
both 1.3. Cooper § mounted, when the oli 
pressure disappeared, leaving Briggs to second, 
While Nicholas Wattiez had no more luck in 
the position left to him, retiring one lap tater 
with no gear selection, Dave Williams’ 
Wolseley Hornet was therefore third with 
Philip Jones fourth. 

‘With gear selection problems troubling his 
supercharged MG Midget, Richard Jenvey 
settled for third throughout in the Blue Circle 
1150 ce to 2000 cc race, and so he start 
jammed in that gear. However, the box 
couldn't take the strain and the whole lot 
sheered, leaving the race, in effect, to John 
Fletcher (1.8 Lotus Elan), although Roger 
Andreason (2.0 Marcos) made a bold effort 
leading the first two laps. However, Fletcher 
was soon through to an untroubled 7.2 s win. 
Peter King (1.6 Lotus Elan) fought off the 

‘of Geoff Gilkes for third and fourth 
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FERODO Mil tits 


John Nicholson's Lyncar is harried by Geoff Friswell's March at Bechetts for the lead of the exciting Atlantic race. 


SILVERSTONE 


Nicholson challenged by 
record-breaking Friswell 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


Photos by ROBIN REW 


New Zealand's John Nicholson scored another impressive victory with the Pinch (Plant) 


Lynear at Silverstone last Sunday, Nicholsos 
furious dice with Geoff Friswell, 

anew record 

‘Championship, 


Mick Hill took over a second off the special saloon record with his Tricentrol Boss Cay 


to defeat Tony Hazlewood's Daf-Oldsmobile 55 in the Esso Uniflo race, with Jim Balmer's 


Cooper $ taking 


Frank Sytner, while Richard Eyre sprung 


ffortiess win ia the small 
round, Vernon Davi 


saloon race. In a repeat performance of the 


scored another close and exciting win over 
‘surprise In the STP Formul, 


Ford races by taking 


his Dulon-Davron MPIS to wins in his heat and the final. 


‘Again for a Silverstone championship meeting there w: 
crowd, and the BRDC’s organisation was impre: 


a varied programme and a large 


ively smooth—features that have turned BRDC 


championship meetings into the best for entertainment value. 


John Murphy inserted his Tricentrol Hawke 
DLIO into the lead of the first STP Formula 
Ford heat from the second row, with pole 
Position occupant Richard Hawkins giving 
chase in his Links Fastener Titan Mk 6, which 
demoted Murphy on the second time on Club 
Straight. | Twenty-three-year-old Essex flier 
Richard’ Eyre slipped by Murphy into Copse 
on the third lap and Eyre’s Dulon-Davron 
MPLS took another lap to take the lead away 
from Hawkins, who did his best to demolish 

Woodcote markers in his attempt to 
the lead. But it was to no avail for 
Eyre held off Hawkins for the rest of the 
race, with Chris Woodcock's Merlyn Mk 20A 
securing third place in the closing laps while 
Murphy had to struggle to keep on to fourth 
ut the finish from Roger Bruce-White’s Dulon 
LD7/15, Stuart Baird's Merlyn Mk 24 and 
Alo Lawler's. Royale RPI6—the last three 
so close that they were all credited with 
the same time, 

Jim Balmer’s Arden-prepared, crossflow 
head Mini Cooper S dominated the 1001 to 
1300 cc. Esso. Uniflo special saloon race, 
Balmer occupying pole position and establish- 
ing an ever-increasing lead throughout the 
10 laps. Not satisfied with nearly going off 
at Becketts on the first lap in trying to take 
Second place, Robert Garrett's Holbay Ford- 
engined Anglia had another go at Woodcote 
on the first lap and spun wildly on to the 


34 


grass having just taken second place from 
Bod Fox. While Garrett worked back up t0 
seventh by the finish, Fox wasn't having a 
happy time, for his Mini Clubman was using 
a mundane five port engine Instead of hic 
usual twin-cam mill. Phil Winter's Cooper S 
took over second place on the second lap, 
but he spun on the entrance to Woodcote, 
leaving Steve Martin to pick up runner's 
up spot with Trevor Smart's 1297 ce Escort 
Dir which had also sampled the Woodcote 
agriculture. However Martin held on to the 
pusition, with the continual close attentions 
of Fox, while Winter came back into fourth 
place with Brian Godfrey's Mint right behind 
and nearly being sideswiped by Winter during. 

hairy moment at Woodcote. Steven Sope’ 
smoking Cooper S ultimately gave up with 
cluteh failure, leaving sixth place to his 
sparring partner Bill Abbott (Cooper S). Mike 
Odelt’s Imp easily took the 850 cc class, with 
Charles Bernstein's Mini giving the Imp .its 
biggest worry until the Mini's engine wilted. 

While 22-year-old former kartist Steve 
Jeffries (ex-Pato Nunez Merlyn-Scholar Mk 20) 
and Mike Young (Tricentrol Merlyn-Scholar 
Mk 24) set the pace in the second STP 
Formula Ford heat, pole man Bill Burley spun 
his Royale RPI6. at Woodcote, collecting 
Graham’ Elkington’s Royale RP16, and Tim 
Warner's Elden Mk § and Mike Blanchet's 
Lotus 61M managed to get involved as well : 


only Burley figured again, finishing 11th. 
Jeffries and Young swapped away the lead 
for all seven laps with Young coming home 
ahead, while Alan Clenell’s Alexis Mk 18B 
managed to outdo Roberto Alvarez (Hawke 
DL10) for third place and head a large 
eight car slipstream battle, which aim 
Russell pupil Robert Joubert going well to 
finish fifth in the school's Van Diemen, Barry 
Hopwood’s Micron seemed set for a higi 
placing in this group when 

halted his race one lap early. 

Richard Cresswell’s Phantom made a 
demon start in the Tricentrol clubmen's race 
to take the lead at Copse, but Vernon Davi 
Stuff U2 Holbay got by him at Becketts 
Frank Sytner did likewise at Woodcote with 
his U2-Holbay, to start a high-speed battl 
for honours between Davies and. Sytner. 
Sytner tried hard to undo the  Welshm: 
but Davies narrowly kept on to his lead 
throughout and Cresswell didn’t lose_much 
ground on this pair, in third place, For the 
first four Iaps, Cresswell had to contend with 
Andy Diamond's works Gryphon-Holbay C73, 
but that lost out on the straights and had 
to make do with lonely fourth, From a furious 
Dattle for fifth place, Brian Husband's U2- 
Holbay Mk 12 succeeded in beating Peter 
Evans’ Access 7X and Mike Sales’ Haggispeed 
Mk 2 with 0.4 8 separating the trio a! 
much changing in positions. Alex Ferradi 
U2 Mk IIB closed ‘on this group in elght 
place, haying pulled away from a very 
exciting Gryphon battle in which Caldwell 
Smythe just managed to head off Irishi 
Richie Heeley. The l-litre class was equally 
as closely fought between the U2s of Peter 
Cooke and Martin Young, and although Cooke 
held the upper hand for much of the race 
there was very little in it, with both drivers 
sharing a new record. 

Thirty-year-old McLaren engine builder 
John Nicholson maintained his magnificent 
form this season in the Pinch Plant Lyncar 
by taking pole position for this BP qualifying 
round, flanked by Robert Salisbury’s Surtees 
Hart TS15 and Geoff Friswell’s March-Hart 
738 with 0.8 s separating the three of tham 
on practice times. Nicholson made the initlal 
move from the drop of the flag, but Friswell 
took the lead at Copse and held on to it at 
the end of the first lap from the Lyncar, Cyd 
Williams’ Brabham-Eden BT40, Salisbury's 
Surtees, Stephen Choularton’s March-RES 73B 
and Jas Patterson's Texaco March-Hart 73B. 

Friswell was in great form and kept off 
Nicholson as these two pulled away from 
the rest of the field. It was exciting stuff as 
these two cars lapped in extremely close 
company at record-breaking speeds, with 
leader Friswell not being put off by the close 
attentions of Nicholson. But after holding on 
to the lead for the first 10 laps, the on-form 
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Friswell inadvertently activated the engine 
cut-out button leaving Becketts for the 11th 
time and by the time he realised what had 
happened, Nicholson had shot through in to 
the lead. Undeterred, Friswell fought back in 
the remaining laps. but this time Nicholson 
was on the upper hand and after a stirring 
attempt by Friswell at Woodcote on the last 
lap, there was just 02 s separating them 
after 15 thrilling laps. Nicholson had his 


problems though, for a brake pipe split and 
he had to ease off towards the end. 

‘A similarly exciting battle developed for 
third place, without Choularton's March which 
went chai 


ing by Salisbury into Woodcote 
th lap and went off over the grass 
coming to a stop before the Motor 
. This left Salisbury to challenge 
Williams and leaving Woodcote at the end 
of the seventh lap, the Surtees made a move 
to the inside which gave him third place by 
the tlme they reached Copse and Salisbury 
hung on to it thereafter, with Williams glued 
to his tail for the rest of the race and Jas 
Patterson sitting right behind Williams. Once 
Charles Lucas’ March 73B (with a new nose. 
cone after its original one became detached in 
practice), had got by John Wingfleld'’s Brab- 
ham BT40 on the eighth lap, he pulled away 
for a lonely sixth place. Ken  Ba'ley's 
March 722 was suffering from a down-on- 
id. to make do with eighth, 
just ahead of Stan 
which had pulled away 
GRD In the second half 
of the race. Rob Cooper's March 738 was 
well up with Lucas when the throttle cable 
stretched and he dropped back before it 
eventually broke and he retired. 

From an excellent grid of old marque sports 
cars contesting the Charles Spreckley 
Thoroughbred production sports car race, 
John Pearson's Jaguar XK120 held the lead 
for most of the 10 laps, but not without a 
fight. Reg Woodcock’s amazing Triumph TR3 
challenged the XK continually, getting by him 
occasionally at Becketts before the Jaguar 
lused Its power to pull away on Club Straight. 
Pearson made sure he pulled out enough on 


from Martin Watson’ 


Reg Woodcock’ 


the Straight for the last time to beat Wood- 
cock's Woodcote cornering efforts to the line, 
with John Harper's thd XK120 (imported from 
America), dropping back from these two to 
finish a ‘lonely—but smokey—third. Richard 
Williams’ Aston Martin DB4 was unable to 
match the pace of these, and finished a 
distant fourth, while Brian’ Cutting took the 
helm of Chris Lawrence's beautiful Morgan 
+4 Super Sports and drove with great 
enthusiasm to take fifth and romp away 
with the 2-litre class, Once Simon Phillips 
Frazer Nash Le Mans lost its bonnet, Derek 
Allanson’s twitchy Austin Healey 3000 MK 1 
was able to relax in finishing sixth ahead of 
Paul Lorne’s Healey 100, with the other 
Healey, the open 3000 Mk 1 of Kirk Rylands 
solitting the MGA t/c of Robert McElroy and 
Bill de Selincourt’s Triumph TR3 after a 
splendid three-cornered battle. 

Being the best saloon championship, the 
Esso Uniflo series attracts some magnificent 
machinery and the over 1300 race was 
superbly supported with hairy hybrids. Front 
row occupants David Howes (Group 2 AM 
Javelin) and Tony Hazlewood (Daf-Oldsmobile 
35) were determined to try to stop pole posi- 
tlon occupant Mick Hill from scoring another 
win in his G-litre all-conquering ‘Tricentrol 
Boss Capri, so from the drop of the flag Mick 
Hill wasn't going to hang around in this race. 
He didn't—Mick simply rocketed away and 
continually lapping under 60 s, he eventually 
left the record at 58.4 5 In his domination of 
this 10 lapper. Tony Hazlewood gave a 
spirited chase however, while Howes made a 
very slow start but soon worked up to third 
and challenged the Daf when he spun side- 
ways at Becketts on the sixth lap and lost 
time but not his third place. 

Hazlewood's performance was particularly 
fine, for he had the amazing Daf going at an 
Incredible speed and was less than 4 s behind 
the Boss Capri at the finish, Howes could 
hardly believe the speed of the other two 
Gall three were lapping under 60 5) and after 
fighting at the wheel in most spectacular 
fashion, had to make do with third, with 
Brian Cutting’s Escort Martin quite’ some 


_—— 


Triumph TR3 harries John Pearson's Jaguar XK120 (above). First lap of the 


clubmen’s race with Cresswell leading Davies, Sytner and Diamond (below). 
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distance behind In fourth and smoking a lot 
at the end of the race. Tony Strawson's Ford 
Falcon Sprint couldn't keep pace either, and 
had to make do ‘a distant fifth.’ Pete 
Shelton’s Incredible GT40-engined Cortina 
and Bob Torrie's 1.7 Escort BDA fought over 
sixth place until Torrie found himself with- 
out a clutch and retired after seven laps, 
while Shelton's hairy monster was left with 
two gears and had trouble in fending off 
Tony ‘Sugden’s Escort TC for sixth place in 
the closing laps. The 851 to L-litres were 
put in this race, and Peter Baldwin's now 
Ford-engined Mini had this class to himself, 
although second man Richard Long broke 
the record with his Anglia. 

‘The 10 lap STP Formula Ford final pro- 
duced. the expected fraught _slipstreaming 
dice, but the bearded Essex driver Richard 
Eyre continued to surprise everyone by taking 
the lead from the start and holding it for 
10 laps, For the second half of the rac 
Richard Hawkins’ Titan closed significantly 
on the Dulon and despite some exciting sid 
ways, moments at Woodcote and Becketts, 
he was unable to usurp Eyre from the leading 
position, Mike Young's Merlyn Mk 24 was 
the only other contender in touch, in third 
place, leaving Bill Burley's Royale to narrow! 
Gefeat David Heale's Dulon LD9 for fourt 
place, a position held by Chris Woodcock’ 
Merlyn Mk 20A until that spun off on the last 
Iap ; Woodcock held second place until a similar 
action dropped him five places on the fourth 
Tap. Roberto Alvarez’ Hawke DL1O made up 
two places on the last lap to finish sixth, 
it the expense of Alo Lawler’s rebuilt Royal 
RPI6 and Roger Bruce-White's Dulon LD9/15. 
Stuart Baird's Merlyn was with these until 
he spun at Becketts, but he had a 10 5 
penalty anyway for a’ push start, and Rober 
Joubert’s Van Dieman and John Murphy’ 


Hawke tripped over themselves at Woodcote 
fon the last lap when disputing ninth place, 
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BRANDS HATCH 


Tony Brise leads his heat into Paddock from Friedrich (2), Row 


lot (3) and Laffite (hidden) 


Brise wins on home territory 


By PAUL KING Pictures by GERRY STREAM 


sored ® popular home win for the Kent Messenger at Brands Hatch last 
Saturday. His March-Holbay 733 led from lap 2 onwards in the 30-lap final, which was 
round 9 of the John Player International Formula 3 Championship. Held on the club 
circuit it was a truly international entry, France and Scandinavia being well represented. 
Certainly the three heats and the final’ proved that Formula 3 is far from dying, the 
large crowd witnessing heat wins by Brise, Mo Harness’ Modus March 733 and Christian 
Ethuin’s Motul Le Defense Mondiale Martini Mk 11 and all three heats and the final 
were closely fought. Championship leader Alan Jones didn't have the happiest of days with 
the DART GRD’ but he still maintains the overall Joha Player Championship lead after 
finishing seventh, Russell Wood's Chequered Flag March 733 failing to qualify for the final 
through lack of gears and a puncture In his heat. Also on the programme, organised by the 
BRSCC were a couple of Formula Ford races 

won in convincing sty! 
shone in her F3 heat 


Tony 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


With there being no clashing French cham: 
pionship round all the leading French con. 
testants arrived, most of them making use of 
the practice facilities during the previous 
week, as very few had raced on the 1.24-mile 
Brands Hatch club circuit. Each of the three 
heats were allowed 45m timed practice on 
Sunday morning although the first se: 

delayed considerably when Rudolf 
destroyed his GRD against the bank on the 
Second part of Kidney, when he possibly 
missed a gear. The German was taken to 
hospital with a broken leg. 

When times for the first heat were pub- 
lished, Frenchmen occupied four of the first 
five places on the grid, the interloper being 
local boy Tony Brise," upholding the home 
country’s honour with his smartly turned out 
Kent Messenger March-Holbay 733. Tony was 
hoping for much better John Player luck, the 
Kent lad not having scored a championship 
Point in the past three rounds. However, he 
was 0.18 slower than pole man, that being 
Bernard Beguin, whose Ecurie Volant Shell 
Martini-Holbay Mk 12 clocked 47.75; half a 
second inside Rikki Von Opel's lap record. 
Completing the front row and sharing 47.8 5 
with Brise, was French championship leader 
Jacques Laffite, whose BP France Marti 


36 


Holbay Mk 12 has so far won JP champion. 
ship rounds at Monaco and Paul Ricard, 
although just recently he has lost his winning 
streak in France. Sharing the second row were 
Michel Leclere’s Alpine-Renault A364B and 
former GRD driver Pierre Francois Rousselot, 
now equipped with a Holbay-engined March 
733. Matt Spitzley again put in a quick prac. 
tice lap, his March 733 with Neil Brown mill 
recording 48.7 s, to be sandwiched on the third 
row by Leonel Friedrich's March-Holbay 733, 
and Jose Esperito. Santo’s similar car but 
Mohr-powered. The full practice times was as 
follows 


Hakan Dahlquist made up for being the 
only Karlsons Klister sponsored car present by 
slotting his Merlyn-Vegantune Mk 22 on pole 


position for heat 2, his 47.9s being equalled 
later on by Mo Harness’ Modus March, which 
runs a Neil Brown-prepared motor. Alan Jones 
was hoping of better fortunes with his DART 
GRD-Vegantune 373, and he was happy 
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enough to sit on the outside of the front row 
with 48.18. Sharing row two with Jean- 
Pierre Paoli’s number two BP France Martini- 
Holbay Mk 12 was the pretty Italian girl Lela 
Lombardi, who drives her Brabham-Novamotor 
like one of the “lads” and, in fact, the 
Italian Ford Mexico champion equalled the F3 
lap record, to put some of the more estab- 
lished drivers to shame. Masami Kuwashima 
also equalled the lap record with his Reystan 
Racing March-Holbay 733, but was a gentle- 
man by establishing it after the lady. Masami 
would have been making his F2 debut in 
Sweden if it hadn't have been a John Player 
round. Poor Brian Henton wrote his GRD off 
at the bottom of Paddock, wrecking the gear. 
box, as well as the tub, and if sponsorship 
isn't forthcoming we will unfortunately not 
be seeing“ Superhen” again this year. The 
complete list of times was as follows 


everyone 

fhe had recorded 
a 47.55 to head the heat 3 practice times 
with the second Alpine-Renault A364B, while 
again heads were scratched as Christian 
Ethuin's Motul La Defense Mondiale Martini 
Vegantune Mk 11 demonstrated that his win 
at Arras the week before was no fluke, and 
Alain Cudini's Ecurie ELF March-Holbay com- 
pleted the front ing 47.78. Mike 


Close stuff at Druids with Alan Jones leading Passadore, Cudini and 


‘Sepaggi’s fourth placed Alpine leads Cudini into Druids. 
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Wilds saved the day for the British by being 
O.1s slower with the Dempster March- 
Holbay 733 to head the second row with 
Richard Robarts' Myson GRD-Novamotor 373. 
Russell Wood's Chequered Flag March: 
Novamotor should have been on the inside of 
the third row, but his unlucky run continued 
when he lost first and second gears before 
the warm-up lap and he elected to start from 
the back, leaving Conny Andersson's Ge-Kas 
Klader March-Novamotor to share the third 
row with Pedro Passadore in the second DART 
GRD-Vegantune 373, One-tenth slower than 
the Uruguayan was Mexican Johnny Gerber, 
but he didn't have a chance to enhance hi 
Silverstone form, as the Ippokampos Brabha’ 
Vegantune BT4l slid gently into the bank at 
Druids, damaging a front corner badly 
enough to render it a non-starter, Also BT41- 
mounted with Larry Perkiris, his Novamotored 
car needing quite a bit of sorting before being 
to the Cowangie Kid's liking. The complete 
list of times 


HEATS 


Tony Brise made one of his famous Brands 
Hatch starts at the beginning of the first hi 
catapaulting away from the middle of the 
front row as Beguin struggled through the first 
lap with a faulty accelerator pedal, which 
didn’t right itself until the second lap. Leclere 
Slipped ahead of Laffite to claim second place 
fon lap one, Friedrich making a good start 
from the third row to complete the leading 
quartet. Laffite demoted Leclere at Clearway 
‘on lap three when the Alpine incurred fuel 
pressure problems, which bugged the Alpine 
for the rest of the race, dropping to ninth 
lace by the end of the 10 laps, and didn't 
Rive Leclere much hope for the final, as the 
fastest 20 overall qualified. Meanwhile, Laffite 
failed to make much ground up on Brine and 
in the end finished a second adrift. Friedrich 
had Rousselot right behind for the whole 
distance, but the Brazilian kept his head to 


take third spot by a fifth. After disposing of 
Spitziey on lap eight, Beguin made tracks to: 
fards Philip Albera's ffth-placed Antar March- 


Holbay 733 but failed by 0.4 s. 
‘Again, after the French had dominated prac- 
tice the English dominated the race, the 
second heat going to Mo Harness, who had 
an untroubled run except on the last few 
laps when Alan Jones was in a position to 
challenge. Initially the very impressive femal 
Lombardi had made the running in second 
place. However, Jones was one person who 
Gidn't want to be embarrassed in front of the 
large crowd, and he crowded the Indy out at 
Paddock on lap three, and immediately started 
to haul in the Modus March, tagging on to its 
tail on lap seven. The DART driver 
big attempt at Clearways on the 
almost getting inside Harness, but a 
flashed past the chequered flag 0.4 
them. Lombardi finished an excellent third, 
just holding off Dahlquist, who had Jean Rag 
nott's Antar March-Holbay 733. alongside. 
Jean Max was a little farther back in the 
Motul Defense Mondiale Martini-Vegantune 
Mk 12, while the time it took Tony Rouff’s 
GRD-Vegantune 373 to finish seventh, wasn't 
quite quick enough for the Silverstone star to 
qualify for the final. Kuwashima was lying 
fourth when he had a coming together with 
Paoli at Druids, which eliminated both cars. 
True to form the Frenchmen dominated the 
third heat, although it wasn't pole man 
pagel who took the honours, but Christian 
Ethuin, although there was oniy a fraction of 
a second between them throughout. Cudini 
initially held second, and he kept the Alpine at 
bay until lap eight, when Serpaggi found a 
way past. Mike Wilds had to work hard with 
the Dempster March after being held up by 
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Serpaggi's slow start, although he couldn't 
any higher than sixth. Swedish star 
wndersson again drove a good race in England 
to finish fourth 0.8 s behind the ELF Martini, 
Passadore being a further couple of seconds 
back. After being troubled with a rich-running 
motor in practice, Ian Taylor's Baty March- 
Holbay 733 salvaged seventh, just qualifyin 
for the final, as did Robarts. Randy Lewis 
Wrangler Brabham-Novamotor BT41 would 
iso have qualified for the final after Anishing 
longside Taylor but he was. penalised a 
minute {8 a jump start. Two ex-Formula Ford 
aces who were out of luck were Danny Sulll- 
van's March 733, which lost Its gears on the 
lap and Buzz Buzaglo (March-Nova 723) 


final and the grid lined up thu: 


‘Amazingly Brise and Ethuin had recorded 
identical race times but with Brise doing it 
first he had the honour of pole position. How- 
ever, the front two rows got quite a surprise 
when Andersson shot through from row three 
to lead the train into Paddock, and the Swede 
Still led at the end of the opening lap from 
Brise, Laffite, Ethuin, Serpaggi, Harness, Pas: 
sadore, Jones and Friedrich, with the rest as 
one. Brise wasn't happy about looking up 
Andersson's exhaust pipe, and this prompted 
the Kent Messenger driver to take the lead at 
Druids on lap two, 

‘A lap later and Brise was notably pulling 
away from the second placed quartet of 
Andersson, Laffite, Ethuin and Serpaggi. Har- 
ness was trying hard to get on terms but he 
was a couple of seconds adrift, while Jones 
moved in to seventh place on lap two at the 
expense of his team-mate. Already out was 
Dahlquist who hit the bank hard at Paddock 
on lap four and lost a wheel and his helmet. 
‘A. heart-stopping few moments for most 
people in the vicinity! Also on lap four, Pas- 
sadore lost another place to Cudini, ‘while 
Wilds was also getting close to the DART 
No 2, passing him a couple of laps later. 

And so at 10 laps, one third distance the 
order was Brise, Andersson, Ethuin, Laffite, 
Serpaggi, Harness, Cudini, ‘with Jones and 
Wilds right behind, and then Rousselot and 
Passadore. Andersson was starting to put = 


Conny Andersson's Brabham took second in the final and leads Laffite, Ethuin and Se 
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Uttle more daylight between himself and the 
French guys, while Harness was still trying 
his hardest to get on terms with them. Things 

little on lap 15 when Rousse- 


trio briefly caught Andersson on this lap, but 
the Swede obliged by putting a second between 
himself and Ethuin again, who was still lead- 
ing the bunch. Cudini caught Harness, and 


challenging his sixth place until lap 24, 
when he came round on the end of the Jones, 
Wilds dice. A lap later, Dirty Dempster w: 
through to seventh place, Jones having prob- 
lems putting the Vegantune power on the ros 
‘There was no further drama until the 
when going into Clearways Ethuin’ 
Martini lost a wheel, which went into the 
spectator enclosure and smashed through a 
car's windscreen, narrowly missing a couple 
of spectators en route. Sepaggi got alongside 
Laffite on the run in to the line, but although 
both were given the same race time, half 
length separated them. Meanwhile Brise and 
Andersson had already acknowledged the 
chequered flag 3.6 5 apart. Harness was also 
right there, Wilds coming home sixth ahead of 
Jones who maintains his John Player lead over 
‘Wood, Laffite moving into third place, Cudini, 


Passadore and Friedrich completed the points 
scorers. The Italian lady finished 12th behind 


Lombardi dicing for most of the 
distance with an unhappy Taylor and Jean 
Max. 


ternational Parmin Three Champions 


SUPPORTING RACES 


large Formula ‘entry war 
into a main race with a consolation race for 
the slower cars, both of 15 laps. The conso- 
lation race was led chiefly by Frank 
Blanchard's Avenue Records Special, which 
resembles a Hawke, but after some concerted 
effort, Len Fletcher's Merlyn Mk 17 got by on 
Jap 11; Blanchard spun down to sixth place a 
couple of laps later while trying to retake the 
lead at Clearways, Vernon Saunders’ Titan 
moved up well from the fifth row to inherit 
Second place after Blanchard's —miscal 
although he was lucky to get by Peter Hal 
SHARP Racing Royale RPI6 and Don Wood's 
Merlyn Mk 11A, when Hale was black-flagged 
for dropping oil on lap 12 and Wood followed 
him in to the Pite thinking that the race was 
over. Barry Aitkenhead inherited third place. 
From pole position Richard Morgan's Ray- 
Vegantune scored another convincing win in 
the main Formula Ford race. He was led, 
however, for the first couple of laps by Jorge 
Koechlin's Merlyn-Scholar Mk 20A, while the 
rest were delayed by a multiple spinnage 
behind the trees at Druids which involved Ric 
Morris’ Hawke, Brian Songhurst's Royale, Ken 
Pickering’s Jamun and Nick Adams’ Hawke 
amongst others. Austrian ace Hans Binder, 
complete with Emerson-coloured .crash hel 
mot, impressed with his handling of the Jim 
Russell Merlyn, Binder supposedly being on 
his way to Denmark for a Euro-Trophy round 


although via England seems a strany 
getting to Denmark. He in fact demoted Tony 
Rouff's AB3 Racing Merlyn Mk 20A on lap 6. 

Lela Lombardi certainly demonstrated why 
she is the Malian Ford Mexico champion, 
having won the series by the halfway sta 
and by avoiding the spinning leaders she won 
the trophy for the ShellSport Mexico race. 
Laffite made the running on the first lap after 
@ spot of creeping on the outside of the front 
row, but he got on to the grass on bottom 
straight on lap 2, handing the lead to the 
Italian who had started from the third row. 
Richard Morgan drove well from the last but 
fone row to inherit second place from Mike 
Wilds on lap 8, the Dempster driver eventu- 
ally finishing 1/6 s behind the FF star. Buzz 
Buzaglo who demonstrated his three years’ FF 
experience by filling fourth position which he 
took over on the last lap. 
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THE ALCOA 
EUROPEAN GRAN TURISMO 
MOTOR RACE MEETING 


Only British Round of the European Championship 
for G.T. cars, 1973 


on SUNDAY 5th AUGUST 1973 


Practice 4th August, all day 


from 1p.m. 


THRUXTON CIRCUIT | 


(4 miles west of Andover on A.303) 


Don't miss the chance of seeing real G.T. Cars 
in action! First time ever in Britain 


Races include THE ALCOA EUROPEAN GRAN TURISMO RACE 
THE ALCOA FORMULA 3 RACE 
THE JCB HISTORIC CAR RACE 
THE ALCOA SPECIAL SALOON CAR RACE 


Admission to Special Enclosures : Adults £1.20, Children 50p. Paddock Transfer : Adults and Children 
80p. Grandstands Extra. CAR PARK FREE. 


Tickets booked in advance admit to practice on August 4. Advance booking in person only to Thruxton 
Circuit, Thruxton, near Andover, Hants. 


MEETING ORGANISED BY THE BRITISH AUTOMOBILE RACING CLUB 
The promoters reserve the right to alter or cancel the programme without notice. 
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taking 10 points in the run off. 


BOULEY BAY 


Mike MacDowel completely asserted himself at Bouley Bay by setting BTD in the class run and 


MacDowel continues form 


Last Thursday saw the RAC Hillclimb Cham- 
Plonship circus at Bouley Bay, the fabulous 
1000 yard hill in the North of Jersey and 
although the venue was almost foreign 
result was exactly as of the past few chai 
Plonship meetings, Mike MacDowel in com- 
nd with the Brabham BT36X Repco. With 
Felgning champion Sir Nicholas Willlas 


jake which damaged the 
the Merlyn DFV, MacDowel 
never seemed worrled and carried on in 
unflustered style to completely dominate the 
meeting throughout. The demon performance 
however came from Chris Cramer who 
Mterally threw his Mareh-based | Grunhalle 
Lager Special up the hill to take a brilliant 
second In the top 10 ahead of Roy 
Lane’s still Immaculate McLaren ML4D. 

With generous prize money from both Shell 
and Grunhalle Lager the classes produced 
some exciting hillclimbing with the opening 
battle of the day in the special saloon car 
class producing a straight fight between the 
1293 Cooper § of class record holder John 
Wooley and the 1450 cc version of his peren- 
nial challenger Gordon Banks. Neither quite 
approached the record on the first climbs. but 
‘on the second attempt Wooley took the lead 
in 49.56 s, but it lasted for just one minute 

janks recorded 49.39 s to just pinch the 


class, 
‘With just six car classes in the programme 
the up to 1600 cc sports racing cars were 
next and immediately Alister Douglas-Osborn 
broke the record with his Mk 12 U2, climbing 
In @ scintillating 45.76 5 whilst his feared 
adversary John Stuart spun at Radio corner. 
On the second run ADO clipped the bank 
and damaged a wheel slightly and so failed 
to Improve whilst Stuart showed his expected 
form and came right through the class for 
second place at 47.98 s, fairly well clear of 
the ex-Chris Cramer U2 of Islander Gilbert 
Greenhall who just managed to beat the Lo! 
7212 of Robert Sunderland. 

‘The large sports racing car class saw Phil 
Scragg doing the expected with his Chevron 
B19 Alpina. and walking away from the 
opposition to an easy victory and new class 
record at 47.16 s. George Tatham on his first 
visit to the hill with the one off Brabham 
BTI7 skated on at the cafe on his second run 
but his first effort at 50.01 s just netted him 
second in class by 0.07 s from the Merlyn 
BRM of Noel Le Tissier who despite a fluffy 
sounding motor was winding his car up to 
very good effect. 

The up to 1100 cc racing car class was 
an Alex Brown benefit from the word go for 
with the Shannon rebuild on the Imp motor 
producing several more horses, the little 
Ginetta G17 was flying and he made the top 
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in only 46.81 s to slash the class record. 


Maurice Ogier and the Low Cost Racing 
Brabham BT28 was also going well on their 
home hill, coming through for second. place 
and qualifying for the championship run-off 

the end of the meeting with a spirited 
7.62 s. Into third place came the class 
winning car in the hands of co-driver David 
Fyfe whilst a very creditable fourth place was 


taken by the Terrapin of John Frampton who 
was highly delighted to. pip the. Martini 
Special of local. man Peter Wilson— 
delighted that he spun at Radio on the second 
climb, 

With only four cars in the up to 1600 cc 
class the result never looked in doubt and 
true to the form book Tony Harrison whipped 
his Brabham BT35 to the top and the class 


win in 47.88 s to head the Chevron BIS of 
ersey's dedicated hillclimber Bob Blake by 
just over a second whilst into third place 


came sprint man. David. Render who. wa 
having his first outing on a hill in his recently 
acquired ex-Soencer  Elton/Tony Griffiths 
Brabham BT29X. 

The last class of the day featured the large 
racing cars with Mike MacDowel well in 

mand on the first runs even to the extent 
of clipping the hill record, leaving it 
43.09 s. Sir Nicholas Williamson to the 


dismay of the crowd and his sponsor for the 
Island events, Maples furnishing, just clipped 
@ bank on his first-class run and eliminated 
himself for the rest of the day with slightly 
deranged suspension. This left the way clear 
for Chris Cramer to show his form on the 
demanding hill with the 2-litre Grunhalle 
Lager Special and he did it well, taking a 
magnificent second place at 43.64 s despite 
chipping a wheel on his first run, The two 
McLarens of Richard Thwaites and Roy Lane 
battled for third in class with the Eastern 
Carpet Stores version of Thwaites just heading 
Lane's Manpower supported version whilst 
fifth place ahead of several other very rapid 
drivers was taken by an on-form David Good 
with his Lyncar DFV which really seems to 
have had the bugs ironed out of it in the 
last few weeks, 

The championship run-off saw MacDowel 
immediately establish the Brabham at the 
head of the field with a first run of 43.59 5 
and he looked home and dry with Lane in 
second place on 43,74 s by dint of his first 
attempt. However Cramer having trailed 
Lane by just 0.01 s at the end of the first 
run was far from finished and — really 
tigered the little car through the bends to 
stop the clock at 43.61 s just 0.02 s astern 
of MacDowel’s first climb but good enough 
for nine points and second place. MacDowel 
even with 10 points in the bag, still took his 
second run and emphasised his current form 
with a storming 43.24 s to consolidate his 
Jead at the head of the championship table. 
Lane, despite falling to improve on his second 
championship run, still held on to third place 
ahead of Richard Thwaites who despite 
feeling unwell climbed In 43.86 8 for fourth 
place ahead of David Good who was really 
pleased to make fifth place at 44.14 s and 
head home. an_ influenza ‘plagued Tony 
Bancroft, Tony Griffiths somehow could not 
quite get in the groove and could do no 
better than seventh with the Brabham BT33 
ahead of the BTS8 of Richard Shardlow and 
the smaller engined cars of a slightly 
disappointed Tony Harrison and Maurice 


Onier 
ROBIN BOUCHER 
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Following Mike MacDowel’s dominance during 
the last few rounds of the RAC Hill Climb 
Championship and his form in particular at 
Bouley Bay the championship circus made 
their way to St Peter Port, Guernsey, last 
Saturday to battle over the very tricky hill at 
Les Val des Terres with the current cham- 
pionship leader the hot favourite for another 
Outright win, However, it was not to be, for 
the hill proved to be a real leveller of man 
and machine and as Richard Thwaites said 

‘How do you counteract oversteer and under- 
steer when they happen. virtually simul- 
taneously ? 

Les Val des Terres must be one of the 
trickiest hills in the championship with only 
fone straight of note and an unending selec- 
tion of left and right hand multi radil curves 
but even so the meeting produced one of the 
most dramatic and entertaining top 10s of 
all time with final victory falling to champion- 
ship newcomer Chris Cramer who scuttled the 
Grunhalle Lager Special to a magnificent win 
‘on his last run of the day when it looked as 
though the reigning champion, Sir Nicholas 
Williamson, was home and dry. 

‘Again there were few classes at the meet- 
ing and the first of the four-wheeled divisions 
brought forth the up to 1600 cc sports cars 
and Immediately Alister Douglas-Osborn 
showed the rest of the pack the way home. 
With three class runs instead of the usual 
allocated two the third run basically allowed 
drivers to really have a go and on his last 
climb “Big Al” whisked his U2 through the 
beam in’ 35.70%. John Stuart, despite 
breaking a rear tie bar on his last run still 
Kept second place by dint of his first climb in 
the U2 of 37.19, just a fraction ahead of 
Robert Sunderland's Lola T212 which bent 
some valves on the first run and was not 

8 again 

‘The up to 1300 ce saloon car class went the 
way of John Wooley and his Cooper § with a 
neat climb just outside the class record at 
39.518 which left the Modus Cooper S of 
Mike Wager just over a second down whilst 
despite trying to write the car off on his last 
run Keith Hunt still held on to his third place 
in class by dint of his earlier run of 41.28 s. 

‘The large sports car class again saw Phil 
Scragg well in command with the Chevron 
B19 Alpina climbing in an almost effortless 
37.058 on his second run and he decided not 
to bother with his third. Noel Le Tissier, hav- 
ing bent his Merlyn BRM in practice, ran wi 
out the front bodywork and screamed up the 
hill in a very brave 37.918 but he was in- 
eligible for an award due to the lack of body- 
work and so Richard Chadney with his climb 
of 38.148 in the V8 Crossle officially took 
the runner-up spot. The large saloon car class 
was a complete benefit for Gordon Banks and 


Chris Cramer's Grunhalle March took a well-deserved BTD and full RAC Champions! 
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LES VAL DES TERRES 


Cramer’s first in Guernsey 


his 1450 ce Cooper S for he simply walked 
away from the opposition and shattered the 
class record with a great climb of 38.445 
which left the VW of Ricky Blatchford a fair 
way back in second place. 

With no 1100 ce racing car class the Woking 
Leaders points chasers Alex Brown and David 
Fyfe were in direct competition with Tony 
Harrison and the Brabham BT35 and they 
gave him rather a hard time. Harrison could 
hot quite crack Richard. Shardiow’s class 
record set with Peter Varley's Brabham last 
year but clinched the class with a third run of 
36.31 s. However, despite their lack of power 
both Brown and Fyfe chased as hard as they 
could with the little Ginetta G17 with Brown 
pipping his partner for second place by 0.02 s 
With a climb of 36.68 s whilst Maurice Ogier 
took fourth place but could not emulate his 
very rapid practice time with the Brabham 
BT28, 

‘The large racing car class saw a tremendous 
battle develop on the first runs with Sir 
Nicholas Will level 
on 34.75 but by the completion of the third 
runs Lane had established himself at the head 
of the field with the Manpower McLaren at 
34.545 whilst Chris Cramer just thrust the 
Grunhalle Lager past Williamson to 
take second in class at 34.628 whilst the 
Baronet could not better his first class run 
Richard Thwaites managed 34.955 with his 
Eastern Carpet Stores McLaren to take fourth 
place ahead. of former hill record holder 
Richard Shardlow, David Good and a none too 
happy Mike MacDowel. 

The top 10 run-off saw one new face in the 
series this year, Steven Cuff with the Leda, 
but a sticking throttle on the first run and a 
climb of 35.95 s the second time was enough 
for ninth place only just behind the still 
slightly twitchy MeLaren M1OB of Tony Ban- 
Eroft. David Good after @ good opening run of 
35.28 + could not get the Lyncar to the top any 
faster the second time and so rested in 
seventh place a half a second behind the 
Brabham ‘of Mike MacDowel who could not 
really come to grips with the hill or the 
local constabulary at all. 

Tony Griffiths again did not seem at all 
happy with the Brabham BT33 until the last 
run of the day when he thrust the car through 
the final bend so much faster than before it 
was not true and his time reflected the line 


ip points 


34.69 s, 0.02 s quicker than MacDowel and 
good enough for fifth place which brought a 
Tittle grin to his face when he heard Mac- 
Dowel's time. Richard Shardiow was again 
going extremely well especially on the top 
third. of the hill and claimed an excellent 
fourth place with an ascent in 34.565 but 
his fellow Yorkshireman Richard Thwaites 
was right out of luck as a rear wishbone 
Snapped as he powered off the line for the 
first run and his chance of a good points score 
died on the spot 

So to the top three; Lane, Williamson and 
Cramer and what a finish to the meeting they 
produced, On the first run Williamson threw 
all _caution to the winds, clouting the bank 
at the finish an almighty blow but he went 
into the lead at 34.385, but it was none too 
secure, for Lane managed. tidy 34.66 s and 
Cramer was right on his tail just 0.08 s down. 
Williamson ran first on the second runs and 
really threw the Marlyn around as only he 
Can but the result was a phenomenal 33,97 & 
land the 10 points looked to be his. Cramer 
refused to give up and was unbelievably 
rapid through the final bend and it could 
have been # winner: was it or wasn't it? 
Everyone waited and then came the announce: 
ment "No time, Chris Cramer for a re-run.” 
The tension in the top paddock was almost 
unbearable as Cramer came rushing up the hill 
on the re-run and he was even tidier than 
before and he did it, 33.60 s, into the lead with 
Lane to come, Lane really hustled the big 
McLaren off the line and was really throwing 
the car into the bends in no uncertain manner 
but he just lost the tall on the final bend and 
spun over the line just creasing the mono- 
coque. But he had stopped the clock, in 


34.048 
ROBIN BOUCHER 
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Road test 


The Hillman Avenger has 
four-door saloon, However, a simpler 2-do 
model has recently been’ Introduced, with 
the object of broadening the price range in 
a downwards direction. As the 2-door body 
Proved to be both lighter and more rigid 
than the 4-door, it was logical to drop 
the twin-carburetter engine of the GLS 
paint go-faster stripes along the sides, 

the magic letters GT. 

‘This latest Chrysler 
no rip-roaring sports car and 
Practical family. saloon. The 
Slways been fun to drive, in 
rather leisurely performance, 
lighter version is definitely livelier 
as handling even bevter. 

‘The specification remains broadly similar 
with MacPherson front suspension, rack and 
pinion steering, and a four-link geometry for 
the live rear axle. There is less sound. 
deadening material in the body, as befits the 
type of Those excellent drum-type 
switches beneath the steering wheel look 
after the windscreen wipers and washers and 
the lights. 

Giving plenty of room 
the driving position is. go 


therefore 
Avenger has 
‘and this 
‘as well 


product is 


of 


for a tall man, 
d, with well-placed 


Hillman’s Avenger GT: 


family car with performance 


controls and a clear all-round view. The 
instruments are quite pleasant but do not 
have the _ exceptional ty one 
remembers in all the cars of the old Rootes 
Group. ‘The test car had a very naughty 
speedometer which might have got me into 
trouble, for registered 30 mph ata genuine 


37 mph and 70 mph at a 
speedometers are rare indeed and the 
voltmeter was also inoperative, but at 
the car had that most essential dial 
and accurate rev-courtter. 

‘The engine ts quite flexible 


least 
3 good 


but 


does its 


Giving plenty of room for a tall man, the 
and a clear all round view 


driving 


The rea: 


which is a rare virtue 


position is good, 


bit 


zied 
these 
and wi 


e gears 


ar was quiet 


4 
he 


n 


days. Road noise 


controls 


by John Bolster 


‘on long, fast journeys in th 


safe and the handling is 


Iways sporting. The 
understeer soon turns Into over- 


steer as the driver warms to his work, the 
tail eventually hanging out under perfect 
control. This Is a good car fora beginner 
> choose when learning the noble art, as 
ts behaviour is completely predictable. "The 
brakes, too, give confidence, for although 
they are powerful there is no tendency. to 
lock a wheel unexpectedly. "I have tested 


in the mountains in France 
ainly give exceptional resistance 


In choosing the 
manufacturers have 
handling comes before 


down well on bumpy corne: 


jon settings, the 
tly decided’ that 
The machine sits 
and the steering 


the right’ messages to the driver's 
hands. These advantages are bought at the 
expense of a good ‘of up and down 
movement on Bad though on. typical 
British surfaces the suspension Is more than 

jequate, The seats are comfor though 


Perhaps a little lacking in late 
is light enough to make park 
the ‘hand brake, conveniently 
placed between the seats, holds the car 

sily on steep gradients. The clutch pedal 
is easy to hold down during extended traffic 
light sequences—there are. too. many cars 
that tire the left leg nowadays. 

The heating and. ventilation system has 
evidently been considered with some. care 
Plenty of fresh air comes from the easily 
controlled inlets near the centre of the 
instrument panel and the effective heater is 


The steering 
ing easy and 


soon in action after a cold start. The head 
lamps are adequate for all normal driving, 
though on long and fast journeys in the 


night one could envy the four lights of the 
Avenger GLS. 


Under the bonnet, the things that matter 
are easy to get at, the battery, distributor, 
carburetters, and valve gear all being handy 
for routine maintenance. ‘This will be 
appreciated by the owner-mechanic and may 
encourage the service station not to leave 
out some of the more essential jobs 


A few years ago, the suffix GT would 
never have been applied to a family-type car 
like the Avenger. Today, these letters seem 
to have been de-rated and this vehicle is 
fairly typical of modern GT saloons. It does 
not pretend to be a 100 mph car but it 
does ‘have a little more performance than its 
sisters, while there Is just a suggestion in 
its appearance that it belongs to a driver 
who doesn't hang about.A sensible four-seater, 
His apt to have a small boy in the back 
who keeps saying, “go on, dad, pass ‘im! 
It is not Enzo Ferrari's idea of a GT, but 
Malian is rather a different language 
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Road test 


‘The Hillman Avenger GT is a car for the 
young family man. He knows that his two 
Seater days are done but he still secretly 
yearns after just one more sports car. He needs 
Something a little different, with an emphasis 
‘on performance, and as he ‘waits at the traffic 
lights he is mentally in pole position on the 
starting grid at Silverstone. For him, 


Chrysler fave produced a family car that 


will do his ego.a lot of good. 
IMICATION ANG PERFORMANCE OATA 


| | 
~ perf — ft 
| HILLMAN AVENGER GT, 
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Above: under the bonnet the things 


carburetters and valve gear all being handy 
to be both lighter and more rigid than the four-door 


Avenger p' 


at matter are easy to get at, the battery, distributor, 
for routine maintenance, Below 


‘the twodoor 


‘The Nottingham SCC presented their final 
race meeting of the year at Croft on Sunday 
and, although on a weekend of many counter 
Attractions which reduced the entry in some 
races, the day produced some fine drives. In 

two promising Formula Ford 


Wrigley—put on a couple of highly excit 
dices, while Trevor Searratt's Brabham BTIS 
recovered from a spin while leading the Sta- 
Power Monoposto round to fight back to win. 
Lap records fell too with Scarratt and Eric 
Smith’s Gordon Allen TC-engined Mini smash- 
ing their class figures by large margins while 
‘Tony Williams (Team Ziebart Sprite) and Alex 
Clacher’s ubiquitous Imp also reduced their 
class time 


‘Only eight cars were running after the first 
lap of the Sta-Power Monoposto qualifier and 
it was Trevor Scarratt, back on form after 

nasty Brands accident, who led Alan Baill 
Viking 1A and Brian Jordan's Nike HC. On lap 
3, Scarratt spun at Sunny and dropped to a 
fairly distant third while Jordan tried to find 
‘a way round Baillie for the lead. Scarratt soon 
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CROFT 


Scarratt fights back 


recovered and by lap 8 was right on the tail 
of the leaders, slipping past both of them on 
the following lap to take a fine victory and 
a most creditable lap record which was faster 
than Alan Rollinson's two-year-old F3 record 
Baillie’s car sounded very flat in the closing 
laps and Jordan went by on lap 10. John 
Boughton finished fourth after passing Bruce 
West's similar BTI8. Once John Lancaster's 
JCM Mk 6 pitted on lap 5, the 1000 cc class 
was without survivors. 

‘The first of the Formula Ford races began 
with Barry Warburton's pole-winning Merlyn 
Mk 17/20 grabbing the advantage into Tower 
with Mike Wrigley’s Merlyn Mk 11A, Dave 
Steedman’s ex-Syd Fox Hawke DL9 and John 
Simpson's Bacal Construction Nike Mk 10 in 
hot pursuit after a lap. At one stage Wrigley 


looked to be under the most pressure, but 
he drew away from his pursuers slightly and 
really set about Warburton. The latter was 
Griving very spectacularly and was doing a 
great deal of weaving in order to try to 
break Wrigley's tow. In the end Warburton’s 
tactics won out and he had an 0.4 5 margin 
at the finish. Some observers (but not Wrigley) 
took exception to Warburton's driving and he 
was briefly disqualified, but, with Wrigley’s 
Support, he was reinstated after a steward’s 
meeting. Simpson got by Steedman who 
shared fastest lap with Warburton, on lap 7, 
and hung on to take a hard-fought third place, 
With these two well ahead of Allan Wilson's 
Elden Mk 8 and John MacGilvray’s Crosslé 


continued on page 56 
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Remember Les Leston? Oh, he used to race 
Elites or something, didn't he? After the 
Castrol Production Saloon Car Championship 


Lloyd, the 
British racing scene following his road crash 
earlier In the season. In the other main 
championship event at this West Essex CC 


round after a tense struggle with the new and 
old Dulons of Derek Lawrence and John 
Lipman, Lipman’s performance against such 
talented opposition deservedly gaining him the 
BP Man of the Mecting award. 

For a change it was the three classes from 
€801 upwards which contested the main 
Castrol Gp 1 event, the Moskvich contingent 
filling out a rather ‘small Special Saloon grid. 
Lloyd was fastest in practice with a time over 
2's better than his own lap record despite only 
‘completing six tours, punctuated by « visit 
the pits to check the Camaro's wheel bearin, 
He was using the rather untried car which had 
fan abortive run at Spa as his “Tour” car is 
being sold. Dealer Team BMW's entry for 
Donald MacLeod paid off with the Scotsman 
circulating the 3.0 Si only 2.2 s slower than 
Lloyd with Tony Lanfranchi a further 04 5 
behind in the SheliSport/Luxembourg 3.0 Si 
with a bad misfire every lap at the Hairpin 
due to fouling plugs. Leston shared Lan- 
franchi's time with Stan Clark in the first of 
brother Roger’s Alfa 2000 GTVs only 0.2 s 
slower, Bernard Unett (Hunter GLS) hed s 

‘S advantage over Tim Stock’s Firenza in 
the up ts £1900 class but tne £801 to €1080 
class produced a shock with Les Nash pedal- 
Ving the Bill Shaw Marina around 0.4 5 
quicker than Ivan Dutton’s Escort Sport 
although to be fair the latter's car was mis- 
firing horribly on most of the tighter corners. 

From a packed grid Leston made a fabulous 
start and was soon chasing Lloyd. It took 
“Dadio™ only one lap to pass the AJ River 
entered car and after that, battle was joined 
for the next seven. Although not looking as 

Lloyd, Leston kept his 
7 


shutting the door to every attempt 
by Lloyd apart from a brief spell on lap 7 
which Leston righted on the Norwich Straight. 
Lloyd's chance finally evaporated as he went 
wide in the Hairpin on the last lap leaving 
joyful Leston to run home some 4 § ahead, 
Lioyd pulling off immediately after the line 
with fading oll pressure. So far were this duo 
ahead of the rest of the field that it was no 
surprise to find the lap record shattered, 
Leston and Lloyd recording the first sub 1m 
50 s production saloon time with Im 48.6 5, 
34.5 better than the old time. 

While the first place dice was an all Chev- 
rolet affair the contest for third was a BMW 
struggle. It took some very determined driving 
by Lanfranchi to finally vanquish MacLeod, 
Tony having spent most of the race side-by- 
side with the chocolate-coloured 3.0 Si before 
producing 


Spice, who was using Klebers on the rear of 
the ‘Wisharts  3-litre Capri and“ th 
Michelins on the front, the Ford thrashing 


SNETTERTON 


MacLeod’s Diemen dice 


was complete when both Alfas passed and 
pulled away from him after the opening laps, 
Stan Clark now throwing the Alfa around 
equally as much as John Handley whom he 
led home by nearly 5 s. 

"Tim Stock (Firenza) held the advantage over 
Unett’s Hunter for a couple of laps while 
Bernard convinced himself that his braking 
problems of practice were not recurring to the 
Same extent (he had two nasty moments at 
the Hairpin during the morning session). Unett 
then pulled out quite a class lead but Stock 
had the consolation of holding off Roger Bell's 
BMW until the last three laps and was still 
ahead of many of the "top" class at the flag. 
Unett pared 0.4 5 off his class record. Dutton 
had another excellent showing in the newly 
Painted Unitam Escort Sport making a non- 
sense of his lap record in the process after a 
tow from a Mexico, which he then had the 
effrontery to beat. John Lyon also in an 
Escort Sport took second in class by a fraction 


from Les Nash who wound the Marina up as 
if he were a representative returning home for 
the weekend! 


jeeting was a Formula 4 
‘combined with a few FFs. 
‘Two Fours made the front row of the grid, 
championship-leader Fergus Tait and John 
Webb, and their Chevrons should have been 
joined by Tiff Needell’s new FF Elden but 
the winner of pole position was busy repairing 
the damage caused by a dropped valve in the 
BOC practice. Two separate battles emerged, 
Syd Fox rapidly made up for his poor grid 
Position (due to a loose carburettor on the 
Camel Hawke) and tried his hardest to beat 
Tait's Chevron but the 1 litre screamer had the 
edge out of the corners and Fox finished a 
few lengths down. Glenn Eagling (FF Lotus 61) 
had a similar problem with Dave Griffiths in 
his Chevron F4 although the FF driver usually 
hhad the edge until a moment at Coram on the 
Inst lap. Tait broke the F4 record. 

Next out were the special saloons plus the 
up to £800 Castrol contenders. Rob Mason's 
incredibly quick 1.3 Cooper “ S, which sports 
@ Whitehouse engine with alloy head, fuel 
injection et al proved too much for Jeff 
Mann in the Anglia t/e and the gap between 
the Mini and Anglia widened gradually after 
the early laps, Mason taking over a second 
Off the existing lap record. With the first two 
classes being decided by first and second men 
In the race, albeit in reverse order, it seemed 
appropriate that the other special saloon 
classes were similarly clinched; Les Nash 
therefore took the I litre category and third 
place overall with the Bevan G2 Imp while 
Norman Blowers came home fourth in the 
Wesley Mini and took the 850 class, with an 
extra bonus to the Lowestoft driver in the 
shape of a convincing 850 class record. 

‘Tony Lanfranchi led home the Moskvich 
brigade by a considerable distance, lifting the 
front wheel of the unstable-looking car very 
high through the Esses on his way to another 


Richard Lloyd leads Les Leston during their dice for the G1 lead, which the latter won. 
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new lap record. Eric Horsfield (Leicester Post 
House/Satra Motors) and Tony Stubbs 
(Kinson Motors) were fairly close throughout 
but Peter Jopp gradually dropped back with 
his Kinson Motors car—all Moskviches, of 
course. 

‘The F1200 event was a demonstration drive 
by Mike Taylor whose Tetranychus Telarius 
never missed a beat throughout and finished 
over 40s ahead of Tim Gath’s pretty Mallock 
U2. The rest were spread out round the circuit 
and the retirement rate was very high, more 
akin to their smaller brothers F750 than the 
usually reliable F1200s. In the Formula Vee 
event, like the F1200s also for Championship 
points, the racing at the front of the field was 
Very close and exciting. The Bruce and Olly 
show was joined this week by Jeremy Hamp- 
shire, who like Hollamby was Austro-mounted 
while Bruce Venn was in the Canon Vee 
Sport team Scarab. All three led at different 
times during the race, the lead changing so 
often that it was clear that Russell corner on 
the last lap would decide the winner. In fact 
they approached the finishing line in a bunch 
with Venn just getting the verdict from Hamp- 
shire with Hollamby half a car's length 
behind. 

The Vintage and Historic race produced a 
mouth-watering selection of cars but not & 
great deal of excitement. Richard Bond led 
from start to finish in the Cooper Metals- 
‘entered Lister Jaguar, Tony Merrick seeming to 
get closer as the race progressed in John 

I excursion at 
the Esses lost him the chance but not second 
place. F4, dicer John Webb was chased hard by 

until the latter 
4. gasket on the last tap leaving 
‘Webb's Lotus Elite a safe fourth behii 
Ham in another sw 

‘With only 1 s separating the first seven cars 
in the BOC FF practice we were in for another 
of those Snetterton slipstreamers and despite 
the entry being less than expected for the 
major FF Championship, all the main BOC 
points acorers were here, Frank Hopper took 
pole in the Royale with the works Vegantune 
engine on his first racing app 
circuit, but he was soon overwhelmed in 
huge train of cars which circulated for 
‘opening laps and in fact retired with damaged 
front suspension after only four laps. A group. 
of three broke away from the pack led initially 
by John Lipman in his elderly Dulon with 
Donald MacLeod (Van Diemen) and Derek 
Lawrence (Dulon) in very close company. It 
was like the Vee race over again with the 
lead changing rapidly but with Lawrence 
Seeming to have put his mark on the race as 
Macleod still had to contend with Lipman 
who himself was being nibbled at by Mike 
Taylor's Wimhurst. It ws 
who made that vital break on the l 
having been biding his time with a recurrant 
braking problem, and a few lengths in hand 
crossed the line with a few lengths in hand 
over Lawrence, Lipman being only inches 
behind. MacLeod thus takes over the lead in 
the Championship. Taylor took the next place 
‘with Stephen South (Ray) and Syd Fox carry- 
ing their later stage of the race dice to the 
line where both Ray and Hawke recorded 
similar times but the verdict went to South. 

‘As the sports/GT/post historic field left 
the grid John Jordan's McLaren M6B was still 
sitting in the pit road; it left after about 
minute but JJ had done his calculatior 
wrong and he had caught and passed thi 
whole entry by lap six. Peter Walker (Jaguar 
“E") had led for a while but aided by an 
oily hairpin Brian Mitchum was able to insert 
his 1 litre Clubman's U2 into a deserving 
second place behind the mighty McLaren. 


MIKE DIXON 
Results, page 55 
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ROAD TEST REVIEW 


For Moskvich in Middlesex FOR MOSKVICH IN SLOUGH 
CONTACT 


PARADE CAR Contact 
SALES LTD. mo: is 


90-94 Staines Road SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
Twickenham, Middlesex Tel: Slough 26597. 
Tel: 01-894 4665 


DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE Always demonstration cars available. 


CHRONICLE SERVICE STATION MOSKVICH DISTRIBUTOR 
18-22 BRIGHTON STREET, FOR DEVON 


WALLASEY, WESTLAND GARAGE (S. A. WEST) 


CHESHIRE. 
Please telephone (051-638) 2388 SUMMERLAND STREET, 
EXETER, DEVON. 


for prompt attention. 
Rerly delivery etimodels. Please telephone EXETER 59590. 


MOSKVICH MAIN DEALERS FOR LONDON & KENT 


contact 


BROOKLANDS GARAGES LTD. 


WILLOW GROVE 
CHISLEHURST 
KENT 


Moskvich in Northamptonshire 
CONTACT 


GRAYS OF THRAPSTON 


NENE VALLEY FILLING STATION 


Oundle Road, Thrapston 


Kettering, Northants 
Tel: Thrapston 2319 
DEMONSTRATION CARS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


Tel: 01-467 9606 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OF ALL MODELS FROM 
STOCK. (CHOICE OF FULL COLOUR RANGE 
DEMONSTRATORS AVAILABLE. FULL SPARES, 
SERVICE, PX AND HP FACILITIES ARRANGED. 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


Datsun for Sclater 


As announced in last week 
Chris Sclater wi the third 
works Datsun driver on the RAC 
in November. He. was in 


with the Datsun team last yei 


believed to hav 
Manager Waka: 
his speed around the 
rack. The car Ww 


atest. model 240Z, right 

drive, and his co-driver 
Holmes, who accompanied 

rally in 1968 and many. eve 


‘as many assumed Sclater 
driving the Kleber 

© car used by him on 
and Acropolis. In man: 
ve for, Datsun w 

's Kleber Wheel. 

base championship year to good 
effect. The championship was de 
Signed to carry such a person as 
wate a we fallyano 

‘and the 2 


Trident Rally 
hits trouble 


Croydon & DMC’s Trident Rall 
has regrettably run into financial 
problems as the event's spon 
Trident. Petroleum (London) 
Limited, can no longer meet the 
total agreed sponsorship. We are 
told. however that ab ha 
cured the use of a numbs 
ort for 


40 
also. been 
now be 


entry fee, T 
entries ha: 
and will 


Monday 


Ecurie Cod 
Fillet night 


The annual réunion of Ecurie Cod 
Fillet will take place at the 

site Lock Club, Birmingham, 
in Sunday, August 19. Accommo 


dation for the pilg: 
arranged at the 
Birmingham, 


mage has been 
Midland Ho 
‘a cheap rate of 
£5 double. ECF 
tin the C/MN 
jas night, are 
‘arrive at the 
Sunday at noon, 
sleep until the festivities and then 
Back to unconsciousness again 


mlin, the 
mmended 
Midland on 


Members should contact Roy 
Fidler, Pin Blatt Street, Man: 
chester 3 

@lrish Mini driver Mervyn 


the throes of negotiating for a 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint 
although at this stage it isn't 
known if Mervyn will have it in 
time for the Manx or not. Navi 
gator for Mervyn for the Manx 
Will be exponent Manxman and 
tuning wizard from Manx Racing 
Developments Bill Quine. 
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Police will check 
on Alpine recces 


with s mn from the 
rian Alpine 
es round) 


innecting mileage will be run at 
fan avers, more than 45 
to 55. ki route will be 
announs ‘days before the 
start and the police force will be 


© Team Hartwell are preparing a 
group five Avenger GT 2-door for 
Special stage rallying. The car is 
expected t ts debut in 


© When 1000 Lakes 
Mauri Lindell was ‘phoned la 
week by a Special Stage contri 
rhe answered on his in-car 
Lindell was parked in 


reaniser 


middie 


Grand 
and. 
RAC 


© Per-Inge Walfridsson with John 
Jensen will be competing on the 
Total Rally for the Toyota team. 


@ Tommy McAloon, the Irish rally 
driver living in the Isle of Man, 
is looking for something quicker 
for the Manx. He told our Isle of 
Man correspondent that it will 
either be 1 quick motor for bis 
Escort TC or maybe a new Ford 
Escort BDA. Tommy has had 
some good placings in Irish 
rallies lately 


Patrick cancels Escort plans 
and chooses a Carrera 


Wilson, 
with Roger 


Manx T 


Birmingham 
a his plans 
hillclimbed 
fe plans to 
remaining 
the 


soon 
Toph 


Roderick Jones, with 


whom Malcolm shot to promin 
ence by Snishing this rally in 

fouth place overall last year. 
Patrick first started taking 
when he 
Rallye 
ne wheel of the ex 
Tmp with Colin 
ig excluded for 
infringement. This Imp is 

sale through Mid 

am, Rugby 4367. 

has proved surely the 

reliable I-litre saloon rally” car 


Conley’s Clan Crusader, The Imp 
also gained the I-litre class award 
nthe Cheltenham — Festival 
Rally 


‘© Vauxhall achieved consid 
P cee ast weekend's C 

Ascona) has now. moved into | ford Trophy Rally. Will Sparrow 
cqual Ist place in the Shell/The | won, Ron Shipp came third and 
Scotsman ampionship | Pip Dale finished fifth—all with 
with Bill Ta al Bank of | 23. Firenzas. Report in. Sports 
Scotland RS16 

Tirence ger—Pictured here 1s 7 Moss Ltd, Escort 
Mexico of Richard Wooldridg ince. Theirs wax the top 
placed Mexico in a Ford dominated rally. Vie Preston with Ford man 
he event. Report in Sports Extra 
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Autosport’s Guide to Rally Experts 
ALL CAR-EQUIPE 


Tuning and Accessory Specialists 


Stockists of: heads, cams, carb kits, Contour and Corbeau seats, wide steel and alloy 
wheels, fibreglass arches and panels. Everything for the racing or rally man at very 
competitive prices. Open Monday to Saturday 830-7, Sunday 16-1 p.m. 


Also stockists of AVO competition parts 
Main Road (A20) West Kingsdown, Sevenoaks, Kent. (West Kingsdown 2271 and 3258) 


an TH GENUINE = = 
S ES ae € >) Thomas Motors Ltd 


= Whitegate Drive, Blackpool, Lancs. 
Tel: (STD CODE 0253) 63333 


D AVC 


COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF RALLYSPORT PARTS 
ALSO IN STOCK 
SERCK BASE AND CUSTOM PACK MExiCos 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT—Carriage extra 


Kerr — Bridgland Ltd. 
Sports Driver Equipment 


Rollover bar 9 complete 
£5; FAVO 


O11 coolers, 13 row complete 
fie Gees 


Suppliers of the top equipment to the top people—we are the leaders in high performance 
motoring equipment, whether for the road, the circuit, or the special stage; Cibie lighting is a 
speciality, with a vast stock backed by a skilled fitting and beamsetting service; other top 
lines in stock include Aley roll-over bars, Janspeed tuning modifications, Ferodo competition 
brakes, ‘Spax adjustable shock absorbers, Champion racing plugs, and Ordnance Survey 
1-inch flat maps; we even keep the odd few Morgan spares. If we haven't mentioned what 
you need, please enquire: we supply by mail order with pleasure, and trade and export 
enqui comed; our 24-hour telephone robot is at your service. 


52 Westfield Road, HARPENDEN, HERTS. Tel: (05827) 62575. 


484 Fulwood Road, Sheffield, $10 3QD. a 


trom mace MAY es Tel: Day 304471 (Ted Woolley). Night: 305259. 


ish RALLYE SPORT 
The best stocked CENTRE 
RALLYE SPORT DEALERS in the South of England 


phone GARRY POLLARD 
BOURNEMOUTH 20731 


This is an Advertisement Guide 
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nian Ral 


Stocktonian Stturday "evening Alan 
fort the Burman Rally, round. 10 ly from one to the other, and 
Ie he RAG chanapleaahip “The Possibly others will as wall’ Las 
fear though Sour'sart end fies ,0 ah fo come th, 
rds at noon on Saturday: efter plans to have the Triple. -C 
Which 80 will be over forest Clam, Crusader on the night 
sete! {000 1500 ana 1600 ce, @ Regulations are 

that vagaries of ‘the postal ser. BTRDA Silver Star and ANECCC 


Entry fee is £15, and regulations 


come from Dr Stuart. Parker, th 

1 Burnhead, Larkhall, ML9 2EG han 
Lanarkshire. Telephone 0698, rt will he fro 
882724, Clerk of the Course is Town Centre, 


Tan Mulr, Drew Gallaher’s navi 
gator, The early finish is expec- be the 


Teesside and the finish venue will 
‘Swallow Hotel, Stockton. 


Heatway Rally: Above: Mike Marshall drove a works 
car) Escort and finished second to Hannu Mikkola's similar ¢ 
entered was the Tim Gibbs Toyota Corrolla 

‘Special Stage. 


He held 


n the K 


Seen here 
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Bullough goes 


ve the 


Jimmy Bullough, past C 
hampion, has plans to di 


Harold. Morley’ Porsche Carrera 
a rallies this Autumn. Jimmy 
has been entering the national 
road rallies for about 15 years, 
but for the past ten years has 
e driven Fords. The 
TC with which he 

Nutcracker Rally is 

due to be used by 

s son. The Porsche was 
acquired by Morley last March 
and was first seen as course 
opening car on the Cytax Rally. 
Since then it has been used on 
the Firestone, Welsh and Scottish 
Internationals, on the Tour of 
Lines, the Cheltenham Festival 
and the Nutcracker rallies, gain- 
ing three outright wins and 


Porsche 


coming fifth overall on the 


Welsh: 


Sherry Rally : Pictured here 
stages planned. With a r 
‘stages—two-thirds through 
Chris Selater, 

The organisers are 


Shekhar Mehta and Harold Morley are 
hoping for as many as 


e of the many 
will be 
Entries oP 


new loose 
@ total of 30 
September 13th, 
‘already entered. 
30 British entries, 


Mike Hibbert 
without a car 


Mike Hibbert is anxiously looking 
around for a car with which to 
enter this 
year, Mike came fifth on the 
International Scottish in the 
Clarke & Simpson car, the best 
driver eligible under the Kleber- 
Wheelbase scheme, and on his 
nly other good run this year he 
won the Shell Tour of Dean. Mike 
Is obviously disappointed not to 
have the chance of driving the 
new C & S 2-litre which his 
move back to Scotland will pre- 
jude. There has been no indica 

m the Kleber judges this 

m which events they will 
primarily be considering perfor- 
mances, the only observation 
which can be made is that Chris 


the remaining rallies 


Sclater was the best eligible 
driver last year and won the 
award outright. 


BRIEFLY... 


‘© We were correct in Inst week's 


Aurosront. report. on the Nut 
cracker Rally to say that Sth 
and 12th places for the DTV 
Vivas would not make headlines 
in the team’s Sporting Dige: 


Instead we read: " Everyone was 
taking great care to get through 
lunscathed because of the total 
ban on. servicing!" Now we 
@' A Chevrolet Dealer Team 
bulletin recently arrived on the 
Special Stage desk, all the way 
from South Africa. The news 
sheet, which should become a 
regular production, outlines the 
little ‘Chev (V8 Firenzas) 
exploits in that part of the world. 
ising of all the news 
contained therein is that the cars 
use a huge wing, mounted high 
in the air stream and well above 
roof height! 
@ Redditch and District Car 
Club's Esso Uniflo Special Stage 


Rally takes place this Sunday 
starting from the Belfry Hotel 
Wishaw, Nr Sutton Coldfield. 


Special ‘stages will total a mini 
mum of 45 miles over private 
land 


a 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


front. 


AINTREE 


The start of the mod sports race with Fletcher's Elan, Pearson's XK120 and Hough's TVR in 


Mather trounces opposition 


Kim Mather celebrated his first race in David 
Taylor's ex-Oliver/Yardley BRM P1S3B_ with 
a thoroughly convincing win in the Duckhams 
formule libre race at Aintree last Saturday, 
although his. f 
not one of the 10 records broken In the 
ous conditions. John Pearson's marv 
Jaguar XK120 scored a brace of hard-fought 
mod sports wins, and Richard Hawkins’ FF 
Titan had similar trouble in securing the 
Formula Ford honours. Sponsored by the 
Liverpool Tractor Company, most of the nine 
races produced good fields ‘and excellent rac~ 
‘with the Aintree CC doing a splendid 
Organisational job and Peter Hamilton-Smith 
aking a much-welcome return as commen 


ried Peter 
ralliser WDF2 for the first two laps 
of the first Formula Ford heat, before taking 
the lead into Club Corner for the third time 
and thereafter ease away from the airline 
pilot. Alo Lawler's hastily-rebuilt Royale RP16 
Bradudily lost touch with the leaders in third 
Place and didn’t wait around for the final as 


Ed Wilcox crunches to a halt at Country 


a head gasket had blown, Dave Morgan's 
Mistrale narrowly hung on to fourth place 
from Phil Barak's Alexis which had spun at 
Country on the second lap and Richard Jones’ 
Hawke 

‘Stuart Baird's lead of the second Formula 
Ford heat with his Merlyn Mk 24 was short- 
lived, for Barry Warburton's Merlyn Mk 17/20 
and Richard Hawkins’ Titan Mk 6 slipstreamed 
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by him on Railway Straight on the first lap, 
with Hawkins doing the same to Warburton on 
the ‘second lap and then pull away for the 
Fest of the race. Warburton maintained second 
Position, while Mike Wrigley's Merlyn-Piper 
Mk 11A diced away third place with Baird and 
Kelvin Hesketh's Stein Lager-sponsored Merlyn 
Mk 24 until Wrigley spun at Country on the 
penultimate lap and left Baird to narrowly 
fend off international karting ace Hesketh. 
Wrigley claimed sixth place on the line, and 
former mod sports driver Hawkins—a 27. 
year-old architect from New Zealand, now liv- 
ing in Cheshire —set a new record with his 
Link Fasteners Titan. 

There was an excellent field of modified 
sports cars for the local Esso Uniflo. cham: 
plonship series, with Brian Hough's 5.4-litre 
Tuscan taking the initiative into Country from 
John Pearson's Jaguar XK120 and the Lotus 
Elans of Jon Fletcher and John Evans. In an 
exciting manoeuvre, Pearson nipped by Hough 
on braking for Club sCorner on the second 
lap and when the burly TVR attempted to 
repeat this procedure on the third lap, it went 
skating down the escape road at’ Railway 
Straight and dropped behind the Elans before 
continuing. Pearson was then left on his own 
to score a 13s win and take a new lap record, 
while Fletcher pulled away from Evans, whose 
Phil Marks prepared Vegantune t/c engine 
started to billow out smoke, and after Hough 
had split the Elans, Evans retired with a 
blown engine. Hough then set after Fletcher, 
rocketing past him on Railway Straight with 
two laps to go, but the Elan clung to the 
TVR’s tail for the remainder of the race 
Brian Mills’ E-type was the only other car un- 
lapped. in fourth place, Mills” sparring partner 
Tony Williams in the Ziebart Sprite making a 
pit stop when the outside ignition cut out but 
he still won his class. Brian Murphy had a 
fuse go in the ignition with the meeting's 
sponsor's E-type, which lost him four laps in 
the pits and the other E-type of Dave Moore 
was lacking engine power, but still finished 
fifth, 

Chris Meek's Princess Ita Ford Escort with 
its 1850 Cosworth BDE engine, dominated the 
12-lap special saloon race. Meek took a second 
off the lap record, as his immaculate Escort 
romped away with the proceedings, leaving 
Tony Sugden's Escort TC way behind in 
second place to have a hard time in dealing 
with Eric Smith's Ford BDA-engined Mini, 
which got the better of the Escort on the 
fifth Iap and set a new record as it then 
pulled well away from Sugden. John Chappel's 
Howley Racing Cooper S had to make do with 
fourth place until the oil pressure dropped 
and he pulled off shortly before half-distance, 
leaving fourth place to Sedric Bell, whose I: 


litre Mini-Ford broke its class record too. 

Richard Hawkins’ Link Fasteners Titan held 
the lead of the 12-1ap Formula Ford final from 
start to finish, but not without considerable 
pressure. The second place dice of the Mer- 
Iyns of Mike Wrigley, Barry Warburton and 
Ed Wilcox was unbelievably close at,times, 
with their positions changing constantly and 
once Wrigley worked to the head of the 
queue, the Merlyn trio moved closer to Haw- 
kins, with 0.25 separating those two at the 
finish and Warburton was right behind too. 
Wrigley equalled Hawkins’ record in his drive, 
while Wilcox’s last lap attempt in improving 
on his fourth place ended abruptly in the 
bank at Country, which elevated the closely- 
following Stu Baird into fourth with his 
Merlyn. For fifth place, Kelvin Hesketh used 
his karting knowledge to outdo Peter White's 


Palliser on the last lap after a racelong 
struggle 
Robin Smyth's unorthodox _rear-engined 


Warren Reliant made a slow start in the 750 
Championship race, but still finished the first 
lap in the lead with Mike Street's Herald- 
chassis DC Plus powered by a 600. ohv 
Reliant self-tuned engine, hard on its tail. The 
lead changed on occasions between the two, 
but Smyth’s chain-driven, live rear axle 
Warren with its blown Reliant side-valve en- 
gine pulled away in the closing laps to break 
the record, while Street began to wilt. in 
second place. Lyn Evans’ Centaur-Reliant 
pulled up from a slow start to hold third 
place by the third lap and thereafter pull 


Kim Mather in the winning BRM P153B. 


away from a battle which saw Geoff Smith's 
IGS narrowly defeat Tim Green's Time Mk 2 
John Giles’ JGS spun away fourth place on the 
second lap at Country and picked up to 
eighth at the finish, 

Although Rob Cochran's Bladon-Holbay 
BRLS took the lead of the clubmen’s/GT race, 
he was shadowed by Bob Cuthbertson's im- 
Pressive Drummond-Holbay and Cuthbertson 
challenged the Bladon very hard for the first 
half of the race, before Cochran put a couple 
of seconds between the two clubmen's cars. 
Both drivers reduced the record during their 
dice, the honour finally going to winner Coch 
ran with a scintillating 586s, Malcolm Jack- 
son's BGL-Holbay Mk I held third place before 
spinning into retirement before half-distance 
at Beechers, leaving Richard Simms’ Chevron 
B19/21 to dice out third spot with Brian 
Hough's Tuscan in grand style until Hough 
got ahead of him on the seventh lap at 
Country and Simms promptly spun it at Club, 
dropping him to seventh. Hough was then 
left’ unchallenged, while much-welcome Irish 
visitor Richie Heeley took his Capital Tea 
Gryphon-Holbay C73 into a secure fourth 
place once Barry Joell’s Tollbar U2-Holbay 
Fetired with overheating on lap 8 after having 
& tremendous battle with Heeley, After spin: 
hing at Club when ahead of Hecley, 1300GT 
class winner Lyndon Thorne recovered to 
fifth in his ex-F100 Aldon with Dave Rees’ 
U2-Holbay Mk 11 challenging him hard for 
the last four laps. All four class records were 
broken in this race. 
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Sports extra 


‘The proposed 15-1 
sports race only produced four mod sports cars 
‘on the grid, s0 was wisely cut to eight laps 
But it still produced a tremendous side-by-side 
battle for the lead between John Pearson's 
Jaguar XK120 and Brian Hough's Tuscan. For 
the first four laps, the two cars swapped the 
Jead continually until Hough indulged in a 
bit of autocrossing leaving Club and then 
spun at Beechers, leaving Pearson with a 
comfortable win. Hough dropped to third and 
Set a new class record, splitting the E-types of 
Brian Murphy and Dave Moore. 

For the 15-lap libre finale, much interest 
centred on Kim Mather's BRM P153B, which 
was chassis No 4 and still retained a rather 
tweaked chassis, It also used a Hewland gear. 
box and a dated ex-Elford two-valve BRM 
engine, but Mather acclimatised to his new 
mount’ most impressively by soon taking the 
lead from Martin Webb's Hart BDA-engined 
Chevron B25 and pulling away to lap. the 
entire feld at the finish. Webb spun at Club 
corner on the eighth lap and blew the engine 
on the next, leaving Jim Charnock’s Brabham 
BT30 to inherit a-lonely second place. tan 
Stronach’s old. 4.7. Kincraft-Ford sounded 
rather rough, but still finished third having 
disposed of Malcolm Bohm's Lotus 69 which 
then spun into retirement at Beechers 


ROBERT FEARNALL 
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SANTA POD 


Third round to Skilton 


At Santa Pod on the weekend before last, 
the third round of the Petersen Publishinj 
International was as action packed as the first 
round, and saw plenty of upsets and sur- 
prises, as well as mew elapsed time and top 
speed records for both Funny cars and Fuelers. 

Saturday's qualifying was interrupted yet 
again by rain showers, but despite this, the 
big dragsters again put on a stunning show. 
Fastest of the day was Norm Wilcox in the 
Mr Revell car, going steadily better to 
record 6.97 s, Tony Nancy, the second Ameri- 
can hit a 73 s at 2i9 mph, but this 
was with a red light start that probably lost 
him something like a half second. Dennis 
Priddie was third with 7.37 s, with Clive 
Skilton next at 7.703, running his new Dono- 
van engine and steadily getting it "* dialled in. 
Mike Hutcherson was slower than usual with 
an 8.13 s, whilst Roly Pratt had been unable 
to make it in the Accles and Pollock car, 
Which needed some new parts. Late in the day 
Allan Herridge came out in “Firefly” and 
blasted up the strip to a 7.6 s to get ahead 
of Clive, but this took the centre mirrors with 
It as once again the car got out of shape. 


From Sweden, Suante Ericksson’s 


On Sunday Morning, Clive was out 
and improved to a 7-3 s, to which Dennis 
replied with a 6.8 s that ‘wrote off the rear 
axle, forcing him to retire to the commentary 
box for the remaining runs, but with two wins, 
he could only be equalled over the series 
points. Norm Wilcox took the first bye run 
with an easy 7.90 s at a mere 93 mph as 
he dropped the chute early—an indication of 
the terrific initial launch of the cars. Nancy 
then faced Mike Hutcherson, who tried hard 
with another 7.90 5 but could not hold on to 
Nancy's charge of 223. mph, unfortunately 
without an elapsed time, due to a clock 
fault. Skilton then can Herridge with a 7.35 5 
at 200 mph as Allan lost fire on the line, 
although the Donovan still sounded flat ali 
the way. His next run was a bye at 78 5, 
whilst the other semi-final saw the fastest run 
ever outside America. This pitted the two 
‘Americans against each other, and both were 
‘obviously out to impress the home crowd with 
what they were capable of. Running under a 
Pro-Start system with one amber as opposed 
to the instant green two weeks earlier, this 
time it was Wilcox’s turn to red light, but he 
was thundering away anyway as’ Nancy 
Streaked after him. At the finish traps, the 
two cars were past with an explosion of 


sound, with Nancy again running a high ter- 
minal’ at 221 mph in 6,59 s—equalling 
Priddle’s record, But Wilcox hit an even better 
6.55 5 at 187 mph showing that his stint with 
the car has certainly got it running in the 
right direction, With a classic final shaping up, 
all eyes were once again focused on the two 
Sleek rear engined fuelers, the ultimate ex- 
amples of the breed. But once again, drama 
struck! With Nancy burning out first, Skilton 
was just behind him, with both cars stopping 
level. But Nancy's crew couldn't get him back, 
and ‘soon a dozen helpers were trying to 
pull him back to the line before the shut down 
with a broken clutch. Clive had staged and 
gone right down to idle as he watched the 
drama, but could wait no longer and took 
the Castrol car to its first win at Santa Pod 
this year with a 6.9 s at 203 mph, an 
auspicious debut for his Donovan. 

The two Funny cars had their share of ex- 
cltment a3 well, with Paula Murphy running @ 
7.19 son Saturday to break Schumacher’s 
record, and backing this up with more 7 5 runs 
on Sunday, Allan Herridge was driving the 
other car again, and excelled himself yet again 


a 6986 ce Chrysler engine. 


with a 7.7 s on Sunday, getting “twitchy 
just once and easing off for a moment before 
pouring it on again. Late on Saturday night 
he had spent some time trying the car out in 
short starts, and got the knack of finding the 
reverse gear to back up with 

All this was to lead up to the paired run 
between the two on Sunday. On the green 
Paula was away first, but, Herridge was 
absolutely on the ‘boards, and going 
Straight after her. At the thousand foot mark 
he was nearly there, when, with an enormous 
bang, the blower exploded, ripping the roof 
clean off the car high into the air. Fortunately 
this deployed the chute as it went, so the 
car was already slowing as it crossed the 
finish at 199 mph in 7.35 5, a truly amazing 
performance from Allan. Paula clocked a 7.2 5 
Tun, and it transpired that Herridge’s car had 
tused all five gallons of its 96 per cent nitro 
on the burn out and run, and simply “ leaned- 
out” and let go! Elsewhere, Phil Elson at 

jst got into the right figures with an 8.7 s 
qualifying run in his blown Chrysler altered, 
and although he lost to Stone again, who 
took the title over the series, if he can only 
find the consistency to go with his potential, 
then the injected Chevy's day's could 
be numbered 
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Sports extra 


Gary Goggin took the Pro-Stock title from 
Kevin Pilling in the final, after being abead 
on points going into the event. He had quali- 
fied with the Camaro at 11.56 s, still using his 
“old” engine, while Kevin had been second at 
11.8 per cent, Tony Dickson had his new 
engine back together and took it easy at 
12.7 5, while Geoff Hauser took Mike Aitkens 
327 Capri to a 12.8. The Stones Escort blew 
‘a head gasket in its Chevy engine, and burnt 
@ track across the block and head, forcing 
them out, whilst the Crane/Edmundson 
Camaro suffered more bad luck. On Saturday 
the prop shaft broke, whilst after repairing 
this for Sunday, a head gasket blew on the 
next attempt, 

Tn the racing, Gary got off to a good start 
with an 112s win over Tony's 122 5, a 
disappointing time from the new engine, whilst 
Kevin shut down Hausers Capri with an'11.54 5 
to 13.1 3, When Kevin won the final with a 
very close 11.14 5 to 11.26 5, the two cars 
had to rerun to decide the overall winner, 
and this time, Kevin never forgave himself for 
red lighting away the Petersen trophy. 

fy's fine 11.2 5; the two cars really s0 close 
all the way that only the electronics could 
split them 

Top Street came up with yet another winner 
as it continues to get harder and harder to 
dominate the class. Leading qualifier was 
Pete Andrew's Corvette at 119-5, with Jim 
Krejeki second in Yun's similar car at 12.03 s. 
Dick Smith took the big Chevelle to its best 
at 12.36 s, with Dave Rose next at 12.86 s. 
Nicolal Lorienko’s Swedish Firebird was next 
at 13.29 5, then John Ledster's Mustang at 
19.89 5, ahead of Ivan Pryer's 351 Mustang at 
14.53 5. With 12 qualifiers, there were four 
bye runs in the frst round, these going to 
Andrews, Smith, Fryer and Yun. Dennis 
Mutton's Torino’ was first to fall to. the 
Firebird with a 14.9 s to 13.8 s, with Ledster’s 
Mustang winning its first round 13.8 s to 
14.6 8 for Dawton's Buick/Chevrolet. Bob 
Oram ‘was off form in his Jag with a 13.6 = 
Joss to Dave Rose's 12.4 5 in the Barracuda 
440. ‘Andrews ran another 11.8 5 to beat 
Lorienko In the second round, the ‘Bird going 
well to a 13.20 5 whilst Dick Smith improved 
Slightly to 12.31 6 to beat Fryer's 142. 
Krejck! had little trouble with Ledster's times, 
but threw it away with a red light 12.1 s to 
14,7 8, whilst Rose beat Al Conner's Zephyr 
Chrysler with a 12.87 s to 14.22 s to close 
out the round. Andrews then met friend and 
rival Smith in‘a thrilling semi-final that ended 
With the aluminium blocked Corvette just 
ahead with a 12.20 s to 12.30 s whilst Rose's 
46 5 took care of Ledster's 13.75 s. On 
times alone, Andrews started as favourite, but 
the Roses have been long overdue for a win, 
having made countless semis and finals over 
the last three years, and when Andrews got a 
bit sideways and missed a shift, that was 
all Rose needed to keep ahead and take the 
car to a 12.45 5 win, 


Corkill wins again 


Ian Corkill (1.3 Mini-Cooper) made it 
three-in-a-row when he won Manx Auto Sport's 
autocross meeting at Kionslieu Farm, Foxdale, 
Isle of Man, on Sunday, July 22. He had also 
set BTD at the previous two rounds and now 
Tooks all set to take the championship for 
the first time, His winning time of 2 m 
30.0 s. was 78 3 faster than second place 
man John Dodsworth, with Mike Castle third, 
a further 1s in arrears. Both the latter were 
driving 1.3 Mini-Cooper Ss. However, for 


Castle the meeting ended disastrously, for he 
rolled his very tired Cooper S on the last lap 
Of the run-off of the fastest six, suffering cut 


LYDDEN 


Glynn Swift leads John Homewood briefly in the up to I litre saloon race. 


Three novelty races 


Club drivers were well catered for in the 
TEAC organised meeting at Lydden on 
Sunday, with three saloon races, an FF 

and three “special” races—a Mini 7 
Eliminator event, a saloon car distance handi 
cap and a last-out race. The sun shone on a 
high percentage of novice drivers and dis. 
appointingly small grids for a TEAC event 
despite there being £150 prize money from 
club fund: 

Eight I-litre saloons opened the meeting 
and ‘Lyddenmaster John Homewood in pole 
position was beaten off the startline by Glynn 
Swift. in his Mini “Heap. of the Week 
and Gerry Glass (Collier-Searle Mini). Home- 
wood made quick work of Glass at the Elbow 
on the first lap and swept on after Swift. The 
moment came on lap 6 when Homewood 
swooped alongside Swift at the Elbow and 
continued two abreast up around the Hairpin, 
Homewood scraping by on the dirt at Paddock 
Bend to win. Glass continued to a safe third 
and Steve Pattinson (Mini) robbed Roy Marsh 
(Mini) of fourth by a fifth of a second. 

First win of the day for lan Bax in his 
Whitegate's Service Station Peter Vicker's- 
engined Mini (with eight-port head) came in 
the over I-litre saloon race. Leading from 
pole Bax headed a scrap for second place 
between Peter Shepherd (Mini) and John 
Riley (Mini), won by Shepherd. Derek Foy 
tried a different route round the back of the 
startline marshals post. and lan. Edward's 
wayward Mini finally went to earth in the 
bank at the Elbow, which left a race with 
rly five finishers. 

Mini 7s were let loose for the third event 
with David Sambell leading Alan Corbishley 
from the 12 strong grid. Corbishley grabbed 
the lead at Elbow on the third lap and 
Sambell crunched his oil radiator in bis 
efforts to drive round Corbishley, leaving a 
non-place swopping race except for Alan 
Seekings searching for seventh place after 
@ push start and a 10 s penalty. 

FF racers took the fourth stint and Tony 
Howard's Jamun 4, Karl Gold's Hawke DLIO, 
Don Smith's Merlyn 20A and Doug Wood 
(Ginetta GISB) crowded the lead of the first 
lap. Gold took over the lead from Tony 
Howard first time round, while Don Smith 
made second place on the second lap and 
closed on Gold. The Hawke went wide 


leaving Karl marks in 
Smith» grabbed this go 
take the | ug Wood was left with third 
while Pau man (Crossié) ousted Tony 
Howard for fourth place. 

The speciality races foilowed. First was the 
Mini 7 eliminator; nine cars in groups of 
three were given three laps cach, the fastest 
two going to the next round of two groups, 
the fastest two in each semi-final making the 
final heat, On race form Alan Corbishley 
should have won, which he proceeded to do, 
Eliminators are ‘often exciting in. autocross, 

jetimes in rallycross, but nine Minis at 
Lydden—never! 

Distance handicap at Lydden meant 12 
saloons at different points around the circuit 
started by a flare ejected from the start-line 
—I4 cars squeezing between the bank and the 
Hartline post would be quite something. How- 


e Elbow dirt and Don 
den opportunity to 


ever it didn’t quite work; Martin Moorhead 
(Mini) had a head start on the rest and kept 
It for five laps to win comfortably by 2 s. 
Finally the Last-Out race wherein the last 
two cars are black-flagged out of the race 


fon each lap to leave a winner on lap six. 
Glyan Swift led away the eight car field with 
Dave Thomas (1.3 Mini) Peter Shepherd (1.3 
Mini) and lan Bax closing up behind. an 
Bax decided he was not going to be caught 
at the back and took the lead on lap three 
while the opposition was sliced away from 
behind to give him his second win of the 


day 
JOHN BICKNELL 
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Sports extra 


Bevan’s Sarum, but w. 4 problems 


With John Bevan taking BTD with Naveb 
and then suffering a breakdown on the RAC 
run off, Roger Brunt demoted to third with 
his lightweight Mini, Frank Morris breaking 
a differential, Rob Lyall seeing a hole appear 
in the block, plus a couple of rolls, there was 
jeldent_ down in Shaftesbury I 
jay when Salisbury & Shaftesbury CC r: 
their Sarum Autocross, round 15 in thi 
year's Castrol/BTARDA ‘Autocross Champlon- 
ship. 

‘On a fast 900 yards course which way dry 
and did not raise too much dust, Bevan 
reduced three laps to a neat 1 m 37.6 5 with 
Naveb while the incredibly quick 1500 Mini 
of Tom Airey piped everyone else for second 
spot on 1m 41.8 3. Nick Seymour's new 
Special pleased its owner with 1m 42.8 s for 
third BTD while John Button’s big VW made 
4 welcome reappearance with a rapid 1m 
42.9 5, 

After Martin Barnard (Datsun 2402) had 
walked away from slight opposition in the 
standard saloon class, Richard MacDonald con- 
Uinued his recent run of top form by taking 
the up to 870 Mini class for the second week 
in succession, once again demoting Nick 
Garner to runner up. It was an exciting tussle 
and only 0.1 s separated them, MacDonald's 
winning time being 1 m 46.6 's. MacDonal 
now has six wins and Garner has seven so 
these two are coming to the boil just at the 
right time and their final clash should be 
something. 

First of the up to 1300 front-engined rwd 
brigade to reach the target of seven wins is 
Graham Hathaway who Is in his first season in 
the championship, Once again his Anglia had 
the legs to keep Tony Merridaie’s Escort 
pinned’ In second spot, the margin being a 

cond while John Bevan's Daf was at a 
\dvantage powerwise but came third, only 
2.4 off the pace. As usual, the Triumph GT6 
of Paul Northall and Roger Dowson was just 
too good for anything else in the sports car 

‘but Northall’s 1 m 45.1 5 was a real 


flyer ag over 3s quicker than Dowson. 
Ron ston’s TVR had no real chance of 
cate’ g them but stayed within a second 
off -uwson. Northall, with 90 points, Is now 
second overall in the aggregate points and 
Dowson is third equal with 82 points. 

Returning to the championship after a 
month's absence, John Button’s big engined 
VW recorded its sixth class win in most im- 
pressive style. Lacking any real opposition 
he nevertheless gave it the gun to return 
fourth BTD leaving J. Greasley's Imp trailing 
by almost 5 s. With Roger Brunt dropping his 

he left the start on his first run 
and then going off on the second, the up to 
1000 cc Mini class went to Nick Brice, his 
first class win in the championship. The 
model of consistency, Brice got down to 1 m 
45.0 s to beat John Yates by 3 s while Brunt 
limped home third. Frank Morris, the main 
challenger to Brunt, broke his diff on the 
first run so he will have to go some at the 
remaining rounds if he is going to challenge 
Brunt, pointwis the final. 

In contrast to Morris, George Warren ha: 
virtually made the over 1300. front-engined 
rwd class his own property. His fifth succes 
sive win came In I'm 44.4 s with the Escort 
which left Mike Wyatt's 1650 Anglia trailing 
by some 4s Such have been the fortunes or 
otherwise of others in this class that Wyatt, 

Is second now to Warren 
of 76 points leaves him to 


Tom Airey's ultra rapid 1500 cc Mini 
the big Minis class with Terry 
Smith's 1340 cc machine moving into the 
class leadership although he was 3.5 s down 
on Airey. Dave Fuell put in a lm 47 s run 
for third place before gently rolling onto his 
roof second time round when a wheel came 
adrift and Barry Robson had a nonsense 
with his car in end over end style. 
Behind Bevan, competition was close among 
the speci 14 Seymour's 1m 42.8 s wi 
only half a second up on Rob Lyall 


StS Ace tin 
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went out to try and snatch second place late 

in the day but limped out of the meeting with 

a hole in the block of Grotbox which may 

mean the end of his challenge for the season. 

Chris Elmes, in Maggott 2 was a close third, 
‘second down on Lyall. 


Sparrow's Calderford—just 


Witl Sparrow/Nigel Raeburn, driving the 
Martin Group 2.3 Firenza won the Wakefield 
land District. Motor Sports Club's Calderford 


Trophy Rally by the narrowest of margins 
from Daivd Thompson/Martin Welch (Escort 
BDE) on July 28/29. Sponsored by the enthu- 
siastic Calderford Motor Co Ltd of Wakefield 
the event covered 200 miles on maps 92, 97, 
98 and included five selectives and three 
special stages at Wombleton, Terrington and 
Full Sutton, 

‘Other top seeded entries included the rapid 
Firenzas of Ron Shipp/Dave Whiteley and 
Pip Dale/lan Maxey (Leedhams of York Ltd) 
as well as the Lakeland Motor Co Ltd RS1600 
of Peter Edwards/Dave Orrick. 

Several crews were having problems soon 
after the Selby Fork Motel start, notably 
David Scaife/Rod Magson who slotted into a 
non-going white on the way to TC2, losing a 
minute. The route was, of necessity, som 
‘what “stop-go” but almost everyone enjoyed 
the est selective west of Stillington except 
perhaps the Thomas Motors of Blackpool 
Escort RS1600 of Di phen Bye 
who lost an unnecessary 10 s reversing to the 
clock after an overshoot. A short 
at Helmsley preceded the longest » 
the night, a 17-minuter over Cock: 
where both Scaife/Magson and Clive Holker/ 
Howard Parker (Escort TC) improved thei 
positions with fast runs, McGarry departed 
from the fray after a broken throttle pedal 
caused a spin and mom craws were glad of 
a break at the Kirkbymoorside petro! halt. 
Two special stages followed, Wombleton Air- 

at poorly arrowed whilst 


Mini Sport of 
Jong daylight run led to the finish at 
Stamford Bridge where the organiser 
nounced only the provisional first 


a: Be 
araen tMesice} 


Preston in the end 


on Cirencester stages 
Inheriting the lead on the last stage when the 
crew in front were forced out with a broken 
differential, Vic Preston jnr and Tony Mason 
took an Escort RS to outright victory on the 
Cirencester stages rally, sponsored by Esso 
Unifio, last Sunday. 

Preston/Mason were only a few seconds 
behind Bob Chapman/Andrew Butt (Escort 
TC) as they started the last of the eight 
stages (three were cancelled), but when the 
leaders were sidelined they went on to win 
by a comfortable margin. They totalled 831 
penalties whereas the next four positions were 
very close only 34 penalties apart. Harvey 
Ross/Neil Inigo Jones brought their TC home 
‘with 963 penalties while the surprise of many 
was the performance of D. Evans and his 
brother T. Evans in an Escort 1700 who were 
third on 980 penalties one fewer than Roger 
‘Whittal-Williams/Roger Hemmings (Escort 
RS). Ford domination of the top places was 
completed by Geoff Glover/Ron Barlow (RS) 
on 997 penalties and Richard Wooldridge/ 
Duncan Spence (Mexico), sixth on 1019 penal- 
ties. 
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Sports extra 


Eric Smith takes his Cooper “S 


Continued from page 43 
20F, 

‘The Blue Circle modsports round at Lian- 
dow meant an uncharacteristically small entry 


for ‘the Protheroe/Northern Sports Cars 
(Scorton) event, Despite a fine start from 
Tony Williams's team Ziebart Sprite this one 


looked a certainty for Johnny Blades and the 
Clan Crusader. The little yellow car waltzed 
away into the distance until Blades came to 
‘@ halt on lap 10 with a suspected broken 
halfshaft. Thus victory went to Williams after 
‘a good fast race with the Sprite beating Max 
Payne's Elan and Williams’ class rival James 
Buckton (Sprite). Jim Adamson’s Steve Leech 
Plant Hire Ginetta G4 had a quick spin and 
later retired so it was Ron Harper's Spitfire 
which won the small class, finishing Afth 
overall behind Eike Wellhausen's Jaguar "E 
which had survived a spectacular spin at the 
Chicane, 

‘The FFs were out again next and although 
John Woodcock’s Nike Mk 6 made an excel 
lent’ getaway, Warburton and Wrigley were 
soon locked in combat again, this time taking 
the lead turn and turn about. Wrigley had the 
lead on lap 8 when Warburton's engine began 
to hesitate, and the following lap Wrigley 
was in the clear as Warburton ran out of 
petrol—a legacy of the confusion which fol 
Towed the earlier FF race. Behind Wrigley 
there was a terrific scrap for second place 
which had three cars covered by 0.4 s at the 
finish, with Simpson's Nike just defeating 
Mick’ Starkey’s Merlyn Mk 20A and Steed- 
man's Hawke after a race-long struggle. Mac- 
Gilvray and Wilson again rounded off the top 
six but this time with MacGilvray in front 


‘on three wheels to second place in the saloon race. 


With their race counting for both the Wendy 
Wools and Nottingham Cup Championships the 
Special Saloons had the best entry of the 
day. The race featured a splendid dice between 
Doug Niven’s colourful Celtic Homes Boss 
Escort and Bill Dryden's SMT Firenza, a dice 
which Niven won. The only snag was that 
Dryden was a lap behind after appearing to 
have difficulty finding gears away from the 
start and then hanging back till Niven came 
round again. Eric Smith's record-breaking 16 
valve Gordon Allen twin cam-engined Mini 
was a convicing second although the driver 
is convinced that the car isn't handling 
Properly yet. Alex Clacher reduced his class 
Fecord yet again as he began to come under 
some pressure from Derek Huntley's Escort 
FYC which had made a slow start, Until the 
last lap that is for the engine of the Escort 

ft out leaving a more distant George Lynn 
fourth with the Cortina-Rover V8 ahead of 
Paul Rhodes's Escort TC and Roger Matthews's 
more conventional Birdsedge Cooper 'S'. Niven 
was rather lucky to finish as he was suffer 
ing from electrical bothers in the closing laps 
and the Boss Escort expired at the start of its 
Intended lap of honour 

Harry Gilbert's ex-Gerard Brabham BT35 
Atlantic supplied a lot of the interest in the 
combined Clubman’s and Libre finale. He 
arrived on the grid very late—and very spec 
tacularly—and after being pushed off initially 
he finally started a lap late, but although he 
made up considerable ground he was still too 
far back to feature on the leader board. Mean 
while John MacGilvray, who was certainly 
getting his money's worth after coming down 
all the way from Oban in Argyllshire, was 


leading a tight scrap which comprised most 
of the small field. However, the Crosslé had 
2 moment somewhere on lap 9 and dropped to 
fifth while veteran Dave Rees fought his way 
to the front to take a well-deserved victory 
in the wide-nosed U2 Mk 11, 54 s ahead of 
Spencer Elton in his ex-Gambs F3 Ensign. 
Despite his old and trusty Lloyd engine being 
on its last legs, Phil Barak had an excellent 
race with the Peters Stores Special to beat 
Jack Hugh's new Gryphon C73 for third place 
The Special was wearing its new lightweight 
body and is now much-modified from the 
original Alexis specification. 


CHRIS MASON 
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Mullenger's close win 


Reg Mullenger scored a narrow win—by less 
than 2 s—when Cambridge CC ran their 
Festival autocross at Harlton, near Cambridge, 
last Sunday, before a large crowd on a fine 
day. Mullenger's BDA Escort thundered round 
in 2 m8 s to win his class by 1.5 5 but the 
second fastest time came from the Elan of 
Geoff Allen who had a really good time of 
2'm 8.9 s. Eighty competitors turned up for 
the event and although several had problems 
there were no serious incidents. 

George Curtis was the first class winner 
with his Mini taking the up to 870 cc Mini 
class in 2 m 15.9 s, a whisker ahead of John 
Grocock while Alan Masterson was third less 
than a second behind Curtis. Escorts took the 
first two places in the FERWD class (up to 
1300) with John Pettitt beating brother David 
by one and a half seconds in 2 m 12.9 5, 
these two relegating Tony Unwin's Anglia to 
a distant third. 


‘The sparkling performance of Allen in the 
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Sports car class left D. J. Bown in second 
place over 2 s down and in the middle class 
for Minis victory went to David Stone in 
2'm 112 3. Dave McDine was second and 
Peter Banham third. Tightest class battle 
came among the big saloons where for once 
the Escorts were beaten. The man who did it 
was G. Lobb (Anglia), who put it across 
the competent Tony Ford by 03 5 with a 
time of 2 m 95 s while J. Rule came third, 
3s away, 

‘The class for big Minis was won easily by 
Brian Hathaway who returned a best time of 
2'm 133 s to beat R. Talbot by more than 
3 s with D. Keeler third. There was also a 
close finish among the specials where Voodoo, 
driven by R. Turner, pipped Bradbuilt, Norman 
Bradshaw at the wheel. Turner's time was 
2 m 9.7 s, 03 s quicker than Bradshaw who 
in turn beat Laurie Manifold in his new VW- 
engined device by 15 s. 


@ Hereford driver John Watkins had a field day 
‘atthe Duckhams sponsored autocross 
Organised by Sixty & Wores MC at Stoulton, 
near Worcester, last Sunday, taking BTD with 
ease, collecting another award for BTD in 
practice and helping to win the team award. 
In his In Gear sponsored JW Special, Watkins 
got down to 1 m 26.3 s on a dusty course to 
finish over 6 s up on an entry of 70 com. 
petitors. 

‘A sorprise was the second BTD of the 
848 Mini of Steve Williams, who won the up 
to 870 Mini class by a second which was one 
tenth ahead of Bruce Male's 999 Mini while 
Dave Marston came third with the Porsche 
9115 in 1 m 32.9 s, beating Brian Evans in the 
same car who got down to the same time but 
on his second run. Escorts in the hands of 
Philip Griffiths and Clive Trueman won both 
the FERWD classes and the over 1000 cc Mini 
Class went to Basil Thomas. 
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Sports extra 


No championships or lolly at stake, just nine 


well-supported club races provided a most 
entertaining afternoon's sport at Mallory Park 
for driver and spectator alike. The BRSCC 
were in charge, which spelled efficiency, and 
since the Dep Ed said keep it short this week, 
we'll go straight on to the first event, which 
was one of two Formula Ford heats. Peter 
White's Palliser led for a lap before former 
saloon exponent Mike Chittenden took over 
in Bill Eley’s new Merlyn. At the finish the 
first four cars were covered by a second with 
Chittenden holding off Keith Wilson's Jamun, 
while White had Steve Bradley's Merlyn 
Mk 11B up his chuff. These four, and fifth 
man Nigel Haywood (Merlyn) all set fastest 
Jap, which gives some idea of how close the 
racing was. 

‘The second one was distinctly less thrilling 
once Stuart Lawson had rolled his Hawke 
coming out of Gerards on the first lap. He 
escaped with a cut hand and a badly scarred 
crash helmet. For three laps Tony Pollock's 
smart Dulon MPIS led until local solicitor 
Richard de la Rue took the lead in a smart 
move at the Esses, his Royale then drawing 
out a healthy advantage by the end, Kelth 
Garratt’s new Alexis Mk 23 at last came 
out for a race, after earning pole position, 
but he could do no better than third and 
decided against appearing for the final. 

The first special saloon race promised a 
good duel between Jeff Ward's Imp and 
Graham Goode's Anglia (both local drivers) 
but the Ford, after crossing the line abreast 
of the Imp at the end of an exciting third 
lap, then became a little entwined with back 
markers and dropped nearly 6 s. Bill Barrett's 
Cooper S was third, while Bob Shepherd's 850 
Mint lapped the rest of its class in taking 
fifth overall, pipped on the last lap for fourth 
by Graham Ashmore’s Cooper S 

‘A non-championship prod sports race pro- 
duced many of the familiar STP faces except 
Nick Faure so that Chris Meek won comfort- 
ably with the MTC Cars De Tomaso. "Chris 
had trouble with his fans in practice,” said 
the commentator: we believe he was speaking 
technically! The Europas of Julien Stock and 
Malcolm Wayne reversed practice form with 
the Sports Motors car taking second and its 
lass ahead of Wayne's smokey example after 
‘a close dice. An interesting struggle lasted the 
whole race between Chris“ GTG" Williams's 
Vi2 E-type and Roger Smith's Elan Sprint, 
Which the very much road-going Jaguar won 
for fifth overall behind John de Stefano's 
Porsche Carrera, In the Midget dept, Geoff 


MALLORY PARK 


Drummond (née Myerscar) ran _ wide, 
Cochran was ahead again, for good th 

‘The mod sports grid ‘was ‘a capacity one 
and included many cars not often seen in the 
Midlands showing how much healthier this 
class of racing is than prod sports. John 
Miles, who drove F3 cars for Willment in the 
mid-sixties, made no mistake about winning 
in Mike Lawlor's Turner while former club: 
men's driver Bob Meacham brought along his 
bored-out 4.5 Forward Engineering E-type to 
take second. An early challenge from Roger 
Worrall, giving his latest E-type its first air- 
ing. disappeared when the latter spun at 
Gerards and collected John Miller's Daimler 
SP250, both continuing with damaged body- 
work after several gyrations on the grass. The 
main highlight of the race was the struggle 
for the 1150 class between Peter May's Arkley 
SS, Andy Bailey's Mk 1 Sprite and Mike 
Donovan's Midget. All three of them led the 
class at some time or other, but sorted them- 
selves out into that order on the last lap, be- 
lng covered by a second in the sprint for the 

‘There are enough production saloons around 
the place now to allow for non-championship 
races on the same day as championship 
rounds, which is good news for all those who 
are fed up with being blown off by the works 
cars. Sixteen cars started this one but no one 
had any answer to Stuart Graham's Camaro 
which rushed to its second win and class 
record in as many races. Barrie Boult's 
Capri dealt with the other Camaro in. the 
race, driven by Terry Halls, to take second. 
Richard Scantlebury was leading his class 
comfortably in the Opel Ascona and dicing 
with Zekia Redjep’s Capri in the process, until 
he spun at the hairpin. This dropped him to 
eighth from fifth, but he made up all. the 
ground in five laps except for one place, which 
Was occupied by Mike Smith's Escort Mexico, 
Which thus won the class by 0.28 in a very 
hairy finish. 

‘Chris Meek’s Escort BDG was rendered a 
non-starter when the prop-shaft chewed itself 
Up in practice so the anticipated joust with 
Vince Woodman's G2 Escort RS1600_ never 
materialised. Woodman won as he pleased, 


Bob Meachem's E-type leads Roger Warrell's E-type out of the Hairpin. 


Till discovered that Terry Hathaway found a 
way of beating him, namely Kleber tyres as 
against Till's Avons and his Midget’ finally 
broke a half-shaft in disgust 

The small clubmen’s entry nevertheless pro: 
duced a good dice between Aintree protago: 
nists of the previous day, Rob Cochran, Bob 
Cuthbertson and Malcolm Jackson. Jackson's 
BGL assumed a misfire for a couple of laps 
before clearing itself in time for him to re- 
cover third from John Holroyd's U2 and set 
fastest lap. For first place, Cuthbertson was 
making Cochran work hard, the Bladon 
driver's first spell in front lasting a very short 
time as Cuthbertson forced inside at the 
Esses, Next time at the hairpin, however, the 
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without breaking the saloon record, after 
Dennis Nott's Escort Va had briefly ted off 
the line before expiring in its. customary 
Sloud of smoke. Tom Powell's 1.3 Cooper 
was second, winning its class from the similar 
car of Greg Taft. Greg's brother, Paul, hav: 
ing only his second race, pressed Powell very 
hard indeed for the frst six laps before the 
car overheated, while Tony Ward's ex-Tom 
Seftrey Escort TC lost third overall on the 
jast lap when the engine went bang expen- 
siveh 

"The FF final featured a fine scrap between 
Peter White and Mike Chittenden which the 
Palliser driver led for the frst nine laps, unt 
a neat piece of manoeuvring by Chittenden 


Nine good clubbies 


saw him take the lead at the Esses after the 
cars had completed half a lap more or less side 
by side. These two, together with Keith Wil- 
son, Richard Byrne and Steve Bradley broke 
completely away from the rest on the second 
lap when second heat winner, Richard de Ia 
Rue, tangled with Tony Pollock and crashed 
heavily at the Esses. De la Rue escaped un- 
hurt from the wreck of the Royale while Pol- 
Jock continued to take fifth after Bradley had 
retired. Wilson, who at one time seemed likely 
to take second from White, Instead looked 
like losing third to Byrne, only for the Hawke 
driver to spin at the hairpin on the last lap. 


1AN TITCHMARSH 


sinner C2 


87 


per block (940 © Zhi) 
eck (Bin x 3RIn) 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


OME tee Alan 2M Ld. MALY Finchley Rows 


swio 902 


ALFA-ROMEO 


M4] 


Marcos 


AMERICAN CARS 


GINETTA 


MERCEDES. 


$ypreREy ETP. oT Pinon 


AUSTIN HEALEY 


MORGAN 


MOSKVICH 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


RELIANT 


DAVRIAN 


meen ‘ 


Sut "E865 Sod? Feit enibas doos Ch 
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SLOAN MAASHALL RIBUTORS 


sm Gg GARAGES 


SPORTSCAR specialists 


CLAN 


1970 MGB Roadster. Overdrive, wires, etc E895 
1066 MGB Roadster 


Overdrive, wires, radio 
fd Tol: Shetfield 53226 
CTION OF SECONDHAND SPORT 


1967 MGB GT. Wires, ete os 


Autosport Market Place 67-70 


D.B. MOTORS of Leicester 


RETAIL SPECIALISTS. 
OF FULLY WARRANTED 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 


Don’t be afraid to use our Robophones, 


1950, MOB OT. Black, with lonn, Mayer 
gold ining. 4.000 milex only 
shane 2. radio ste 


ack hardiog, 


56-58 Barnes High Street. SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


PONTIAC FIREBIRD ESPRIT 


Similar to photo 
1971 1 registered, opalescent dark green/tan 
trim. ‘Formula 460 unit, S-speed ‘auto Air 
Conditioning. power steering, ventilated 
Sizes. Sculpiured. wheels. As new Michelins, 
Sundin alia aerial ANd 
muah Ba jes only, in 

as new condition, A really super: motor’ 

to drive. £3, 

Tek: Twyford 0734 341410 (Berks). 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


BUCKS AND BERKS 


SCIMITAR 
MAIN AGENTS, 


NORMAND (EAST ANGLIA) LTD. 
wR RAB 99 uel Injected 
automatics with rodioe 


SGT 


1905 


One yellow. First rag November 


One ted. First reg March, 1973 


Cambridge Road, Sentstanton, Hunts 
Tel Bt ivew 63702 


+28 120/5. alue 
+2 130/4. Tawny 


ORDERS TAKEN TO YOUR 
‘OWN SPECIFICATIONS 


MERCEDES BENZ 190SL 


AKU 2 
reconditioned 
€780 ono, for a 


Benutiful demonstration model. Reg No: 
condition, MoT. F 


Tet: 01-385 1990 any time 


ble at your convenience 


1971 LOTUS 
ELAN + 2 
$130 


White, 1 owner, 25,000 miles. 
£1795 


Tet 


gerry marshal 


1971 Triumph Staa. Automatic. Con- 
vertible with hard top. Finished in 
white, tan interior. Extremely clean 
example £2095 

1971 E-Type Jaguar V12 2+2 FHC. 
Canary yellow with black interior. 
Low mileage example £2995 

1968 Alfa Romeo 1750 GTV. Mid- 
night blue, tan interior. Full length 
sunshine roo, radio £1225 

1972 (reg) Pontiac Firebird 350. 4- 
speed manual gearbox. Finished 
in metallic mauve with black 
vinyl top and tan interior ... £1695 

1970 MGB Roadster. Hardtop, soft- 
top, chrome wire wheels, over- 
drive. Very low mileage ... £1095, 


Marshall 


Sittingbourne 3286. 


STATION GARAGE -TAPLOW 


“OPEN WEEKDavS-GAM-7>M 


SUNDAYS -1OAM-4PM 


1970 PONTIAC 
TRANSAM 455 


A real aye catcher My white and blue 7j-Jitre 


Big, er eerdus, Rice Stind Soe Wingfield Lid 


£2050. 


Tol: Harpenden 5551 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 
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CORTINA Mk II SPECIAL 3-LITRE V6 


Jin minitites with Dunlop SP70s. Lowered and 


Consider small car value C160 in part exchange, 


Tel: Nottingham 872316, 


John James 


Cars 


in the Hampstead 
garden suburb 
SALES SALES SALES 


Bargain prices —genuine reductions 
‘owing to lack of summer. 


1970 97 TR6s from £925 
1971 TRE £1129 & 
1970 MGB ‘£849 
1971 MGBs £999 
1969 MGC GT £599 


1970 AUDI 100LS 
Our fabulous POW short wheelbase 
sports buggy. Fitted with every extra 
Finished in yellow. The best’ buggy 
you've ever seen. Costs millions. 
Sale price £299. 


We can now offer full servicing and 


£899 


fates at our new Southgate branch. 


Hampstead ‘Showrooms 
Aylmer Parade, Aylmer Road. 
London N2 01-348 


2030 
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(ELULL Le! sports cans + 


PERSONAL EXPORT—WMGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIEN 


.@ Beco Nis 


NEW ‘AR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SEI 
NEW RELIANT SCIMITAR GTEs EARLY DELIVERY. DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


pm_ Mon. ‘am-7 pm Sat. 10 am-5 pm Sun. 
‘SELECTION FROM STOCK. 


PETER TOWNSEND 


SPORTS CARS 


TE GREEN, WINCHMORE HILL 
Tol : 01-882 1036/1603, 


JENSEN INTERCEPTOR 
SP series III 


congigg and Natory 


Tot: Groat Ford 288. (day! 
Tall oskham 2089 feverings) 


Prance avn FIAT 128 
2s 1970 positano yellow. Taxed, radio. 


Regularly serviced. Weber carb. 
£690. 


01-546 5621 


TIGER 42. Mag. wheels 


MEO 1750. Mustard. 1 owner £16 


Tel: 
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Tony oes 


R. PRATT LTO 
262/270 High Street, Sutton, Surrey. 


M971 K LOTUS ELAN Sprint DHC. Fin. 
ished in red with free advertising for 
Gold Leaf. Fitted radio/stereo, electric 
windows. 21,000 miles £1695 

1971 K ROLLS-ROYCE Silver Shadow 
Finished in Caribbean blue with parch- 
ment interior. 1 owner. 11,000 miles 

£11,750 

1972 L Reg. ESCORT 1300 GT. Finished 
in diamond white with black interior 
T owner. Attractively priced at ... £965 

1971 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE Mk IV. Choice 
‘of 2, various colours and specifica. 
tions, from £775 

FORD GT40 wanted, 

1969 JAGUAR XJ6 4.2 automatic, power 
‘steering, Motorola radio. Finished 
metallic silver with blue interior. Avail 
able at £1995 

1972 ESCORT MEXICO 1600 GT. Day: 
tona yellow with black stripes, very 
attractive standard car. Available at 

£1125 

1971 ESCORT MEXICO 1600 GT. Red 
with white stripes. Modified suspen: 

wide wheels, heated front and 
screen. Available at £949 

1971 K Reg. MERCEDES 350 SL. Finished 
In blue. Fitted hard and soft tops. 
Automatic, power steering, radio, 
white wall tyres. 18,000 miles £5750 

1973 PORSCHE CARERRA RS. Light 
‘weight. Finished in white with blue 
flash. Available ot List Pri 

1970 PORSCHE 914 Roadster. Very rare 
right hand drive example. Finished in 
‘orange with black interior. Detachable 
roof panels, Taxed till March 1974. 
Excellent vaiue at £1875 

shed in diamond 

terior. Fitted 

automatic, power steering, electric 

windows, radio, one of the nicest 

Bentleys’ we have ever had the 

pleasure in offering. For your con. 
sideration at et 

1968 G Reg. LANCIA 1.3 Rally Coupe 
Finished in polaris white with black 
intorior. Refinements include Webasto 
sun roof, Blue Spot radio, Continental 
lights. Exceptional value £975 

1965 Dec. MGB. Finished in rod. Fitted 
‘overdrive, wire wheels, radio ... £495 

1968 PORSCHE 911L. Finished positano 
yellow with black interior. Refinements 
include recaro seats, radio, 8-track 
Stereo, S magnesium wheels. 2 
‘owners. 48,000 miles. Exceptional 
value at £2195 ono 

1971 AUSTIN 1275 Cooper S Mk il 
Finished in teal blue with white roof 
and limeflower interior. Motorola 
radio. Fog and spot lights. Low 
mileage. One of the last made. Avail- 
able at £975 

1970 MGC GT. Finished in sandy beige 
with black interior. Fitted overdrive, 
wire wheels. Very attractive at £995 

1970 J TRIUMPH TRE. Finished in saffron 
yeliow, black interior. Fitted overdrive. 
Motorola radio. £160 recently spent by 

Previous owner 


01643 7557. 
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DIFF ASSEMBLIES AND 
OVERDRIVE UNITS 
AGENTS WANTED ALL AREAS 


Shorts ditts - Ford Coruns/Corsaie GT €23. Lotus 7 
efese, “clan, eas, 25.50. 247 ta, 


vp, 0 1008 ce, £10, ASS 

‘Gia. Wweamenster 0/196, £18, 

Tiumon 1056 E10. 4G0e/ESaA E18, Mik od 

Coivaul "ange Bepmyr Cia, Mi 3 Zephyr ve, Ma 4 

Gao. te" tab. Single whee! Transit E28, Escon, 

Cortina €22°50, Vaushall Vive RA. 

rev €20.90, 10), a0, PA, PB E30. 

Frumph 2000 E40. Rereid 948/1260 ‘26, “Minima 

Min eza. Super Minx Eze, Rover 2008 £40," 95/100 
Ea 3 tiie €38, bo 


Ewiers “and “inspection "welcome 


VARCROFT LIMITED 
67 COBURG ROAD. 
WOOD GREEN, LONDON, N22 


NEW CARS 


ELAN. +2 120/5. Lagoon, bive 
aaa ness or wende 


USED CARS 
LOTUS Elan 54. Wn 
{O,LOTUS "Eorops twin cam 


Torus Eyrove Speci 


FORD Capri 3000E automa 


RE 
ROGER CLARK 
CARS 


New Porsche 9117 Targe, in red 
New Porsche 911T Coupe 


New Porsche 911E Coupe, in whi 
Recaro seats and sun root 


1972 Jensen Interceptor 
1971 Jaguar XJ6 4.24itre auto 


Coventry Road, Narborough, Leics. 
Tek: Narborough (053 729) 3212 


JOS RANDLES 


+25 130/8. Yellow 
Lows +28 130/8. Gr 


MGB GT. 0/0. Bive 
1971 Elan Sprint ONC. 1 owner 

1969 Alfa Giulla 1600 ssioon. Radio 
1968 Aston Martin ODS, Manual. 6) 

1970 Escort Twin Cam, 1900 ce 

1009 (series) Scimitar GTE. Golden sand 
1971 Fiat 125 Twin Com 

1908 Alta. 1780 GTV 

1971 Elan Sprint FAC. 1 owner 

1008 Porsche 912. White, Radio. 1 owner 
wn ‘miles appron 


1970 
1909, 
1973 (March) Elan Sprint FHC. Red 
Venture V8. Gieciric bve 
TVA 2500 M. Radio, maps. 6,800 miles 
Datsun 18006." ownor 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Te! : 48361-47623 


CONNOISSEURS CARS 


ASTON : PORSCHE : FERRARI 


Ferrari 278 GTS Convertible. Borranis 
‘£1100 engine rebuild £3250 
Dino 1973 unregistered. Metallic silver List 
Dino 246 GT (L Reg) £3978 
Porsche 9118 (H Reg) i991 ce £2250 
Mako ‘Shark Corvette Convertibie 435. bhp. 
0-100, 11 ‘sec. Special everything ... £2250 
Ferrari 250 GT 1958. Parts missing £600 
DBs. 1968, (G) Manual, electric. windows 
DBS 1964. Tinted, eww, radio. Bargain 
DBs 1963 


NEW CARS 
Aston, BMW, Ferrari, Porsche, Masarati 
and other Specialist’ cars. From £250 
monthly, 1-3"'year ‘eases. Maximum tax 


Tel: 01-579 4999/3538/3633 
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i BELL & 
LEN STREET Ltd. | Pye Va) i 


IN LONDON | ieee 


01-370 4114 ey TEL 
dieoee HEE NTUSS 7, nearly 4. ane 


MEW CARS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVE! pagne hide interior. Extras include 
aura ASSO EEO EY! s z finted glass, HRW, power steenng, 
full refrigeration and air conditioning. 

Sell-seeking radio and electric aerial, 
7 owner. 26,000 miles. Exceptonal 
£7750 


1969 Joguer 42. XJ8, Automatic. Finished in cin: 
nemen with beige interior. Radio. Tinted roar 
Screen. Below average mileage e197 


semi FHC, W072. bag E 1972 Aife Romeo 2000, Berlins ssloon, Outch bus 
ONE, IN. Ret interior 1 owner e095, 


1006 Jensen CVB Mk Ill, Finished in blue with 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, ‘swio 


1973 (March) Mover 2000 SC. Finished in blue 
with tan. Interior. Radio/stereo, I 


Rorneiontic. SPORTSGRID iis | | oe ee 
ambitious anon Ovanee i 


1346 London Road, Norbury, SW16 


Telephone: 01-764 0047 
IMG - ALFA-ROMEO - TRIUMPH - MARCOS - JAGUAR 


HIGH PERFORMANCE CARS FOR ROAD AND TRACK 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


YOUNG 
SALESMEN 


required to be trained as & 
‘space ‘salesman in the motoring 
sections of Haymarket Publishing 
Group. 

The successful applicant will be 
offered a salary of approximately 
£1600 per annum and offers an 
excellent opportunity for an 
ambitious person to make a great 
future for himself in a fast expanding 
company. 


ME (K reo), W 


te, black interior. Overdeive 
e376 


1971 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE Mk IV. Royal blue. 
elects Tow mileage. Supers condition 
throughout pd 


immaculate £1270 
VELOCE. White. 


1969 FIAT, 124 SPORT (R 


Please telephone Vivien Garner 
01-580 9158 
for an appointment 


MP, part exchanges, Insurance 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 
BRANDON, NR COVENTRY. Tel : Wolston 2285/6 

for LAMBORGHINI and BMW cars 
|ARTIN care—ASTON MARTIN trained technicians 
tor Servicing and Testing Girling Brakes and Shock Absorbers 


Complete engine diggnosis, on Sun Electronic T 4 full performance 
Gnd’ high-apeed \ag. on the ‘Sun Readamatic Rolling Road 
fe by appointment ines in choice of 


Serv 


JARV IS «Co 


rave Rd. London SW6, 381 Vo6t 


Dinos delivery ex stock 
choice of colours 
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FOR SALE 


FORMULA ATLANTIC LYNCAR 


Currently leading Yellow Pages Championship. Lap 
record holder Silverstone GP circuit. Won Oulton Park 


Ww I M H U RST July 7. vn or without engine. 
omer 1272 MONOCOQUE F/ATLANTIC Ebb irs 


w this year. 

board aeroquipe brakes, 10in and 16in rims fitted 
t fuel cells. 

utomatic system, 

S 


LATE 72 
FORMULA 3 GRD 


5 races only. Superb condition. 
Less engine, £2000. 


Huntingdon (0480) 74402 


‘and 12in rims fitted new B36 wet 

Specially designed and, built by Len Wimhurst 

3) is © full F2 specifications and 

oat Sompetiive Atents car tor sale et on 
£2995. Exactly as raced. 


For further details: 


Tel: Beaconsfield 6452 (049-46) 
JACK PATERSON, 
21 Howard Crescent. 
‘Seer Green. 


1 March 732 B F2/F Atlantic FT200 3 BDA Atlantic engines, all rebuilt in 
gearbox. Aeroquipe oil lines, brake last 2 weeks. £1,200 each 
lines etc. Spare body, spare wheels 


and tyres etc. only 3 weeks old. 
£3,250 1 Bedford Transporter, 2 car bunks, 


cooker, radio and winch. 1 year’s MoT 


£900 


in fantastic condition. 


1 Ensign F Atlantic or F3 chassis, com- 
plete with aeroquipe lines and spare Many other spares available, Honda 
bodywork, wings, rims and tyres etc.etc. | generator, jacks, engine lifter, etc., 


£1,200 ete. 


el: 


STONY STRATFORD (090856) 2448 (day) 
el: CALVERTON END 4419 (evenings) 
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ITAN MK 4 FF 


HAVE FOR SALE 


820 Formula Three Car. Ex works, Immaculate and, ready. 10 
Novamotsr 3 besning ‘crank engine “and Bk 8 "9 


\s with our works tam the following engines 


£2780 aacn 
000 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Sponsors of the 1973 Formula Four Championship 

Suppliers of cars and new/used parts to the club racing 

enthusiasts 

Stockists of Cosworth MAE parts, Borg and Beck, Varley 

batteries and Track Star Helmets 

Always @ large number of new and used spares and tyres 

available at competitive prici 

Specialists in. general preparation, twin cam and MAE 

‘engine rebuilding work 

Tel: Farnham 6666 (Surrey) (STD Code 02513) or call at 
Low Cost Racing Ltd. 

Wrecelesham Road '(A325), Farmham, Surrey 


ie, new ZF 8: 
"i25 bhe. Ex 


+t 4 HF 


WILL TAKE SENSIBLE OFFERS ON ALL OF THE ABOVE 
‘Tol: Hertiord S316 day: Welwyn 4650 evenings. 


BOB LECKIE’S RACE WINNING 
BRABHAM BT36 F.V.C. 


Alan Smith 1930 engine. FT200 gearbox, slicks and wets on 
10in and 14in wheels. Spares include slicks, discs, driveshafts, 
uprights, rose joints, radius rods, radiator, nose. cone, 

couplings, Bendix and metering pump, and complete ‘clutch 


BEDFORD T.K. TRANSPORTER 


Just repainted very smart black/ 
< yellow. Quiet, fast, petrol engine 
“re 17 mpg. Ramps,” winch, radio. 

Taxed until October. No’ H.G.V. 

licence required. Bargain at £486. 

Also Ford D750 at £785. 


Phone: MARTYN DENLEY, 
AQUAPLANE PERFORMANCE 
EQUIPMENT LTD., 8 commitments regretfully forces sale of this very 
NEW BUCKENHAM (Norfolk) competitive car. 
3342/3. Contact BOB LECKIE. STD 0224 24170. 


1959 LOTUS ELITE LE MANS 


EX DE SALIS/ROGER NATHAN 


HSCC Accepted 
Cussons Championship Winner 1972. 
60th Anniversary Le Mans Class Winner (Bert Young) 


Completely overhauled and meticulously maintained by Climax Engine Services 
with 1216¢c, spare wheels, tyres and some other spares. Taxed, new MoT. Ready 
to race. 


OFFERS TO FORWARD ENTERPRISES—01-499 6137 (Anthony Hutton) 


MERLYN MK 20 A 


ure high speed trailer, complete with tool box 


and wheel rack. 


EX WORKS WORLD CUP TRIUMPH 2.5 P. 


Fitted with new bodyshell after World Cup. Rebuilt this year 
using the following new parts: Tuftrided balanced crank, 


gearbox, clutch assembly, overdrive (works on all 4 gears). 
rebored, fitted new pistons, radiator, competition main and 
big end shells, full sumpshield. Terry Hunter reclining seats, 
super Oscars, Oscars, Aley FIA rolicage. 

Engine still using experimental thick rally block and fuel 
injection. Limited slip diff. 15 Minilite wheels, 10 Semperit 
M/S, 5 Dunlops. Cost £6000 to build, offers around £1400. 


Tel: Yeovil 6917 


New May 1972. Immaculate, little used. Recently 
stripped, jig checked: and rebuilt by Merlyn. Scholar 
engine 1973. Not raced. 14 gear ratios, 3 sets wheels 
and tyres. 2 batteries, car cover. £1750. 


Allso transporter coach, Ford diesel, 1962. Tested and 
taxed April, 1974. Good condition. £475. 


Tel: Merlyn, Great Bentley 250307. 
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When we started motor racing. . . IDEAL, CHEAP, BEGINNERS CLUB CAR, 


1000 CC TERRIER 


1 971 Costin Amigo 2-litre GT car 


Gold/biue, As raced by Brian Hart/Jeremy Lord/Gerry Marshall 
Fitted with Hart fully modified Vauxhall 2-litre engine, carbon: 
fipre bodywork. bag tanks (foam filed), overdrive, limited sip 
etc. Built regardless of cost. As only full race example 

rely appreciate and be very competitive. Make superb 
climb, or Motoring News contender. £1950. Hire 
Purchase ‘ranged. Any rood or racing car taken in pert 

exchange. 


Apply : Spencer Elton, = 
Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. NIKE MARK 10 FORMULA FORD: 
Tol : Westbury 2262 business ; Westbury 2682 home. AManoteceren. of 9D end PP. Prins on soptetion 


Be VaOasane Torahes, tase. ae. Taae WANTED 
Racing car spares, current or old. 


lust be in good condition, 


ROYALE RP3A 
FORMULA FORD 


stone GKN/Da! 


ASTON MARTIN 


1954 DB 24. Mulliner all aluminium body, hand built by David 


Brown. 70,000 miles, proved: original condition. 1 owner. 


‘at at Brands Hatch BOC round 4th March, 1973 
Complete and ready fo race. Extremely compatitive Rearmounsed ot Collector's piece. Offers until August 31st, 1973. 
Mie" Hewinnd gearbox. spare ratios Complete set of new rose, joints 


Spore ‘thaine: mounts 


1250 
Tel: Bracknell 3111, Ext 227 day: Crowthorne 2521 evenings. 


Telephone Mr. A. H. Anderson, 01-274 2334. 
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8 CHEVRON B19/21 


ex Central Garage (LEPP/Silverwood) numerous circuit records, 
Chassis rebuilt this season. Fitted rebuilt FVA (2 races) rebuilt 
£1200 (7 race). Absolutely complete with wets and various 
spares including bodywork. Immaculate. 


Trailer for above £85, Set of Firestone slicks for above (2 races 


only) 
TONY BROSTER Spares Clearout!_FVA crank, Adaptor Plates, Pistons (Twin 
TIMSOURY GARAGE im), Calipers. FF gear ratios, FVA water rails, FVA exhaust 
MEWARIOGE RACING, TIMSBURY, ROMSEY, HANTS. manifolds, clutches, dry sump oil pumps. gauges, etc. 
Tet) QRAISHFIELD 254 o7¥08 ‘Tet: 061-681 8863 day. time. 


1,400 ORIGINAL MILES !! LIKE NEW 
cs RERRAR! 427 COBRA 


George Filipinetti ex personal GT car. Also Le Mans Daytona MINT CONDITION — STREET TYPE 
ALR rere oe Custom tuned headers, Halibrand wheels, blueprinted Holman 
and Moody engine, completely original, as built, fabulous show 
Condition, one Cobra 2.400 miles, one 13,000 original miles, 
Mint. Both owned by original collector, owner. 

£5000 and indi 


Write: S. FINN ESQ... 
GT MOTORS, 1350-15 Street, Apt. T1N, 
‘ove Ro vale, L.1. New Yor Fort Li 
307 Glen Cove Road, Gr Beane New Jersey 07024. 
816-676 727: | WILL CALL YOU BACK FOR SERIOUS ENQUIRIES. 


GERARD RACING 
OFFER 


1600E. White with tan interior, Fitted 
ul, £995. 
1964 (reg.) Sunbeam Tiger 4.2. Finished in red, black interior. 
Fitted hard top. Recent engine overhaul. Well above average, 


Due to other driving 
commitments this suc- 
cessful Ginetta G12 is 
for sale complete with 
Lotus twin cam 1594 cc 
polished and balanced 
"125c rods, steel caps, 
LI coms and Hewl 
Mk 8 Isd 5-speed gt 
box £1000 ono. M 
sold. P/X considered. 

Contact: Roger Hare, “ Culm View,” Rewe, nr Exeter. 

Tel; 0392-70301 (day) ose 


£575. 
1300 Mini Special saloon. Ex Mike Keron. Never raced sinc 
rebuild. New cylinder head, LSD, carb., etc. Cost us a fortune, 


Formula 2 1850 Hart BDA. Recently rebuilt 
Part exchanges considered, HP arranged on all vehicles. 


TEL: LEICESTER 21007 


JAGUAR 
COMPETITION XK 120 


Wet sump ‘D' type engine. Works head and cams. Triple 

Webers, etc. Competition clutch. "C’ type box. Discs all 

round. 3 pot. calipers, Modified suspension. ‘D’ type al 
Is. Built from new body—chassis 1966. Very low mi 


£1450 ovno 
Richard Goode at 01-629 6867 (office) 


£950 £725 


Formula 5000 Cooper Lotus 41C. Excellent 
T86B, ex Elford. Full hillclimb / sprint car. 
house 302 engine, BRM twin cam, Mk. 6 
Webers, DG300 box. box. Excellent order. 
Many class wins. 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


Tel.: Bucklow Hill 830423 
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AUTOCROSS CARS 


FORMULA FORD. 


MODSPORTS CARS. 


AUTOSPORT MARKET 


BALANCING 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON. NW2 2) 
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HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


oe ee S/H SPARES 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 
wi 


24 Oldbury Place, Londo 


* Autosport Market Place 67-70 


PLACE 
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tusTonic WACIVG Cans 


RACING SCHOOL 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


PERSONAL 


RACING NUMBERS 


SET OF 60 NUMBERS, £3.02}. White Circles, 20p. 
White Squares 244p. Pad of 25 lap/race-record charts, 
38}p.. Designers/distributors of self-adhesive decals. 
Prices include VAT. Write or telephone 
S.H.A.RP. Racing Ltd, 
3 Brighton Place, Brighton. 
Tel.: Brighton 25348. 
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CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of orankshafts from steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced, Formula Atlantic, 
BDA and Twin Cam stock items. 

Specials made to order at short notice. 

Ail types of con rods made to customers’ requirements. 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 

Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 

Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


JANSPEED POWER FOR YOUR CAR 


REQUIRED “Ate 


DESIGN DRAUGHTSMAN 
AND JUNIOR DRAUGHTSMAN 


Contributory pension and life assurance scheme in 
‘operation, 
HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD, 
Boyn Valley Road, Maidenhead, Berks, | 
‘Tel : Maidenhead 32033, 


Contact: 


NIVERSAL SALVAGE LTD. 


LUTON 25576 


1969 LOTUS EUROPA 
Dismantling for spares. Renault engine 
U 


ENGINES FOR SALE 


3 Vegantune F3 engines, £350 each. 

1930 BDE. Fully rebuilt by Racing Services. Complete 

clutch, injection, etc. 

2-litre BDE. Rebuilt, Race Engine Services. Clutch, 
injection, etc. 

FVA, complete but stripped for inspection. 

41850 BDE injected engine. Slight damage to head. 
‘Cheap to clear, 

Tel: 081-834 8033 day. 
(0625) 74022. 


HEXAGON OF HIGHGATE 


Require tet Glass motor mechanics. Wages in excess 
pa. 


Also required a reception clerk and stores counter 
hands. Wages according to experience 


Interviews by appointment only 


Tel: 01-348 5687. 


Transit Transporter. Excellent for F3/FA. £380. No 
offers. 

F2 Tyre set. Offers. 

F2 Gear ratios. Offers 


F Atlantic wings, 2 10in. Brabham wheels, side od 
front radiators, green top Varley batteries, BD. 
exhaust system. 
All enquiries: 
Tel: Staplehurst 89: (day), or 
01-668 5566 (evenings). 


LINCOLN MOTOR CYCLE AND CAR CLUB 
Lincoln Sprint 25th August 1973 
Cadwell Park Club Circuit 


(Supported by B.P.) 
All usual classes 
Regs. avilable from: J. Timms 


SHELSLEY WALSH 
R.A.C. CHAMPIONSHIP HILL CLIMB 


AUGUST 18th/19th 1973 
Jaguar Drivers Club by courtesy of the Midland Automobile Club 
SPECI ACTION 


‘8 demonstration 
= in hill. ‘Choate 
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TEAM ENSIGN 


require first-class F1 Mechanics. Also fabricators. 
Wages by negotiation 
For details contact 
M. Nunn, 
Queens Drive, Queens Industrial Estate. 
Burntwood, Statts. 
Tel: Burntwood 71991 


The Leading Motorsport Merchandise Co 
require 


YOUNG MAN (17-20) 


to assist in the co-ordination and despatch of motoring 
merchandise throughout the UK and abroad. Duties will consist 
of aiding the despatch manager and mail order manager and 
the successful candidate will be expected to attend race 
mi 


ings. Driving licence essential. Hard work, odd hours, 
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B.R.M. ENGINE PARTS 


Surplus to B.R.M. requirements 


Brand new Lucas 4-cylinder Mk 2 metering units, 
and a quantity of all steel BDA standard crankshafts. 
Many other interesting bits and pieces. Telephone your 
enquiries to 


Sid Latter, at BRM, Bourne 2327. 


F.V.C. 1900cc Smith | 
ENGINE 


almost new 


ligible wages offered for conscientious, hard working, intoili- 
newt articulate, enhusiost who thes his best Now offers 
eae Conact Deve’ Shaw ‘st Trevor Twaites 
‘01-534 6429. 
‘Stuff Enterprises, 1 Grove Crescent, Tel: Batley 474212 
‘Stratford, London E15. 


2 and 4 wheel formula trailers 
ready now. Secondhand 2 
wheel trailer carry Mini, otc 
Fully equipped. £75. 


‘From # formula car carrying trailer at 8 cwt and above capacity 
to 2B ton gross recovery transporter, 
Trailers tor your purpose by. 
D.A.J. ENGINEERING 
‘WE SCOTLANDS, off LONDON ROAD. COALVILLE. LEICS 
f COALVILLE 2040, 

pares and components. 2 and 4 wheeled trainers ex-siock 

ut rear ‘channels to carry" Pa ‘ov P8000 


PUOEAUEAOEALUALEOOUAT EAT EOUAOATO EAD EAU EAU EAU EO EO AOE ETNA 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 
TTT 
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SAFETY GLASS 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


DON PARKER MOTORS 


MANUFACTURER OF 
DRIVON CAR TRANSPORTER TRAILERS 


EASY ONE-MAN LOADING 
Reg Design 


12 models: 2-Wheel Trailers from £78. 10 cwt to 
16 cwt capacity. 4-Wheel Trailers from £153. 16 cwt 
to 2 ton capacity. 


SPARES AND TOWING BRACKETS TRADE AND RETAIL 


Works : SANGORA ROAD 
Showrooms : 113 St JOHN'S HILL, 
LONDON SW11 1SY. Tel: 01-228 7327. 
Near Granada cinema, ‘Clapham Junction. 
SEND 13p FOR BROCHURE. DOUBLE REFUND ON PURCHASE 
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TRAILERS ‘tonto dios 


LOTUS SPARES SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


STOCKISTS OF ALL LoTUS spanEs 
3. od rRA 


OPEN EIGHT TILL ONE SATURDAY ~+ 3 
24-HOUR MAIL ORDER C00. SERVICE 
walso AvanABLe 
WATFORD 41281 SITUATIONS WANTED 
victom AAYSBRGOK MOTORS, : 
Yea HIGH STREET, WATFORD. o YOUNG MAN. cronsoscniy, Suls awenican 


STEERING WHEELS 


WANTED 


ROLLOVER BARS 


‘a 


ssa SUPERCHARGERS 


TRAILERS 
WHEELS & TYRES 


RALLY EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES 
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FREW & COMPANY LTD 


Glasgow Road/ 
Riggs Road 
Perth 
Tol: 25121 


PERRYS OF FINCHLEY (Coalpit Heath) LTD 
pala lth re 3 oamimton Rood, 
Finchley London N12 eae Heath 


el: 01-445 @838 Tel: Winterbourne 8271 


CRYSTAL "a CD 
172 Anteby Bond, 181-191 Streatham Road 
Hull ‘Mitcham. Surrey 


Tol: Hull 25732 Tel: 01-648 0071 
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With an 
1G.D. SAFETY VISOR 


(Clear Only) 


ONLY 2mm 
Polycarbonate 
Visor gives full 
protection from 
a Tee con Pa Flying Objects 


Rec retail £6.98 + VAT 


For Bell & Trackstar ‘72 Helmets _|Snell 1971 Approved 


Witha 
TRACKSTAR 4000 


ONLY ‘Trackstar 
Helmets have 
Different Shel! 
sizes to cater 
for all Headsize 
Requirements 


Pouble Layer 
Suit (£85) 
Underwear 
(£42.50) 

3 Types of 

Gloves (from £12) 


LINEA SPORT FPT 
Shoes (£15) 


Bl. 


|Expensive—the Best Always is! 


Rec retail £24.50 + VAT 


Sole distributors GORDON SPICE Ltd Staines 57867 


12B CENTRAL TRADING ESTATE STAINES MIDDX—Send for Descriptive Leaflet 


ney Star and Trackstar integral 
helmets, 
£6.40 ine. VAT 
helmmate, 
£24.50 ine. VAX a auorsoate 
CITY SPEED SHOP 


IGD safety visors for Bell 
TRACKSTAR 4000 integral 
Towoon ccs 
61-008 305% 


V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 


FOR ALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES AND 
Aug tren 


HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


Leading spécialist for every make 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road. 
West Kingsdown {near Brands Hatch) 
Tel: 2347 (Kent) 


SPEC WAL OF 


iF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 
PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 
PAGE 
please telephone 


01-636 3600 ex 152 


fel 


Linea sport FPT 
racewear 

your list of stockists 
City Speed Shop 


76 Bishopsgate, London EC2 
01-588 3881 


Road & Racing (Holbom) Ltd 
8 Procter Street, London WC1 
01-242 3080 


Aylesbury Tappett 
“a i ila Street, Aylesbury, 


0256 85359 


Jaybrand Racewear Ltd 
Highbury Street, Lincoln Road, 
Peterborough 
0733 68247 
The finest in 
as LBaBING FORMULN “ONE 


EXPORT 
SERVICE 


wicks HPI RP, England, 
i ! Ueto tod) ragh Wycombe SetoT 


EXPRESS EXPORT SERVICE 


TRACKSTAR 4000 


INTEGRAL HELMET 
SNELL APPROVED 


£18.20. var 


Post & Packing free. 
All sizes in stock. 
Send for yours now. 
Small/Medium /Large. 


We export standard and competition parts, 
accessories and cars to all parts of the world. 
For more information on how we can supply 
you with the parts you need or sell the parts 
you make, please contact WOS. 


WOS MOTOR PARTS AND ACCESSORIES LTD. 


CORONATION ROAD, CRESSEX INDUSTRIAL ESTAT 


HIGH WYCOMBE. BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, ENGLAND 


EL: HIGH WYCOMBE (STD 0894) 36131 
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CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 
MERLYN SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 
COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
Little Bentley, STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 
Colchester, Essex 


Redwongs Way. 
Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 Huntingdon Trading Estate, 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 


Tel: Huntingdon 53537-8. 
GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD. 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 
REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 


Monocoque 
iF fuel churns. 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 

Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


lists in prototype alumini 
alloy petro! and oil tank: 
ion of vintage cars. Argi 
‘and sheet metalwork 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 


2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


3 of welding 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


All Hewland gearboxes, Cortina limited slip differentials 
Manutecturers ‘ot racing gearboxes for the. motor racing 
Mgastry “We can_supply anything trom @ Formula Ford too 
Group 7 gearbox. Contact us at 
Boyn Valloy Industrial Estate, 
m Valley Ro: 
Maidenhead, Bork: 


Tel: Maidenhead 32033 


Specialists in the construction of both monocoque and tubuter 
racing car chassis in production quantities. 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor end motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
enamolling. Chassis repair service. 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classified Advertisement Form 


1s of how to book an advertisement by telephone oF letter Name 
ne beginning of this Classilied Advertisement Sec 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


Classification heading |i ] (make of car, etc.) 
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When you fit Michelin Radials to your 
car-non r what make or model 
it is— remarkable changes come 


— in positive cornering 


—in controlled braking 
— in bitingly efficient roadholding 

Drive Michelin Radials through the 
filthiest conditions —and get the confidence 
of their roadholding. For speeds upto 

113 m.p-h. ~drive a Michelin ZX and 

for speeds up to 130 m.p.h., XAS. 
Check with your dealer now 

Fit Michelin Radials and improve 

your car’s performance —and its trade-in 
value—on the spot 

For further information on Michelin Radials 
- the ZX, the XAS, XWX and XMS worit. 
to: Technical Information, Michelin 

Ltd., 81 Fulham Road, London, SW 36RD. 


iICHELIN 
RADIALS 


as 
The best tobacco 
money can buy. 


Rothmans King Size-extra length, 
a finer filter and the best tobacco 
money can buy. 

‘The taste that’s chosen 
in 160 countries and on over 
100 airlines. 

‘The taste that's 
Rothmans the w 
King Size Virg 


King Size flavour 
that really satisfies 


nade 
's largest selling 
cigarette. 


Kelbmans 
KING SIZE 


EVERY PACKET CARRIES A GOVERNMENT HEALTH WARNING 


